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We’ll hold 
dialogue
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there is a good suggestion 
from other countries, we 
take it seriously if we think 
it is good for us,” Momen 
said.

Citing the example 
of amending the Digital 
Security Act, he said some 
foreign countries spoke 
about its applications, 
and the government then 
amended certain provisions 
of the act.

“We are pragmatic. If the 
suggestions are better, we 
will value them.”

However, not all are 
possible. For example, some 
suggested that the RMG 
workers’ wage be fixed at Tk 
25,000. That’s not possible 
because it lacks feasibility,” 
the minister added.

Man sues son, 
daughter-in-
law over abuse
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A 70-year-old man sued 
his son and his daughter-
in-law for abusing him 
physically in Chattogram 
yesterday.

He also sought treatment 
costs from them, according 
to the case documents.

Md Abdul Aziz of 
Rangunia’s Betagi union 
lodged the case with 
the court of 5th Judicial 
Magistrate Court of 
Chattogram accusing his 
son Abul Salek, 35, and 
daughter-in-law Yasmin 
Akhter Shikha, 25.

Magistrate Fardin 
Mustakim Tahsin took the 
case into cognisance. He 
has also summoned the 
two, said the complainant’s 
lawyer Swarup Kanti Nath.

“Salek and his wife used 
to abuse his father both 
verbally and physically. Aziz 
is ill and needs medication 
on a regular basis,” he said.

However, Salek and his 
wife did not provide him 
with treatment, said the 
lawyer.

“Earlier, an arbitration 
was held locally but the son 
refused to pay his father’s 
medication and treatment 
costs,” he added.

Finding no other option, 
Aziz filed the case, said 
Swarup.
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Dewan 
Fazilatunnesa 
no more
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

D e w a n 
Fazilatun-
n e s a , 
mother of 
executive 
d i r e c t o r 
of Ain 
o Salish 
Kendra Faruq Faisel, passed 
away in her residence 
in Dhaka’s Dhanmondi 
yesterday. 

She was 84, says a press 
release. 

ASK expressed deep 
shock and sorrow at her 
death and conveyed deep 
sympathy to the bereaved 
family members, the 
release added.

Kakrail returns to its old self as the 48-hour blockade ended yesterday morning. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

SAVING BAKKHALI RIVER

Bela serves 
legal notice on 
15 govt entities
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Environment Lawyers 
Association yesterday sent legal notice 
to 15 government bodies, including 
the National River Conservation 
Commission and Cox’s Bazar 
municipality, urging them to remove 
illegal structures from Bakkhali river 
and its foreshore.

Bela also urged the institutions to 
preserve the  mangrove forest beside the 
river and punish the encroachers.

Advocate S Hasanul Banna of Bela 

served the notice, following a report 
published on November 9 in this 
newspaper titled “Bakkhali River in Cox’s 
Bazar: Grabbers back in business”.

Secretaries of the land, environment, 
forests and climate, water resources, 
fisheries, local government department, 
and local government and rural 
development ministries were among those 
named in the list.

Besides, NRCC Chairman, director 
general of the environment department, 
Chattogram division commissioner’s 
office, DG of the water development board, 
deputy commissioner of Cox’s Bazar, 
UNO Cox’s Bazar, environment officials of 
Cox’s Bazar, municupality mayor of Cox’s 
Bazar and others were also served with the 
notice. 

They are asked to inform Bela by 
November 16 about their steps in these 
regards or face charges of contempt of 
court.

Bela served the notice 
following a report published 

on November 9 in this 
newspaper titled “Bakkhali 

River in Cox’s Bazar: Grabbers 
back in business”.

EC to invite
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African Electoral Alliance, 
have so far expressed their 
desire to monitor the polls.

The Commonwealth’s 
pre-election assessment 
mission will meet the chief 
election commissioner on 
November 19.

According to an EC 
official, the Commonwealth 
will decide on sending a full 
observer mission only after 
the findings of the team.

The EU exploratory 
mission visited Bangladesh 
from July 6-22 while the 
US joint mission of the 
International Republican 
Institute and the National 
Democratic Institute 
visited Bangladesh from 
October 8-11.

Based on the report of 
the exploratory mission, 

the EU decided not to send 
a full observer mission. 
The EU later said they 
would send a four-member 
observer team to monitor 
the polls.

A US pre-election 
mission has visited 
Bangladesh but is yet to 

declare whether they will 
send a full mission or not.

It, however, has made 
five recommendations as 
a roadmap for progress 
toward credible, inclusive, 
participatory, and 
nonviolent elections.

During the last 
election, 38 

observers came to 
Bangladesh on EC’s 

invitation.

No bridge even 9 months after deadline
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

To smooth the commute between 
Patuakhali’s Galachipa and Dasmina 
upazilas, the LGED department 
initiated the construction of a bridge 
over the Sutabaria river.

It was scheduled to be completed by 
February 6 this year.

However, only half of the works are 
complete so far, compelling locals, 
especially school-going children, to 
cross the waterbody on small dinghies, 
risking their lives.

According to LGED sources, the 
construction of this 426-metre bridge 
was undertaken under a Tk 50.90 crore 
project in August 2020.

The tender for this construction was 
allotted jointly to Nabarun Traders Ltd 
and Abul Kalam Azad Traders.

“We are unable to carry goods to and 
from the district town and Dasmina due 
to the delayed construction works,” said 

Abul Kalam, a grocer of Alipura Bazar.
Monir Mridha, a resident of the 

village, and other locals echoed him.
Proprietor Abul Kalam Azad of the 

construction firm with the same name 
said, “The construction was delayed due 
to a shortage of manpower, and the 
pandemic further added to the delays. 
We have applied for an extension and 
hope to finish work by June 2024.”

Engineer Maqbul Hossain of LGED 
in Dasmina said, “About 60 percent 
of the work is complete. However, the 
project could not be completed within 
the stipulated time due to various 
reasons. We have received an appeal for 
extension, and hopefully, the bridge will 
be ready for use by mid-2024.”


