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Final batch of 
uranium reaches 

Rooppur power plant
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The final batch of nuclear fuel consignment for 
unit-1 of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant reached the 
project site yesterday morning. 

“The consignment of fresh fuel reached the 
project site around 7:30am. Project officials received 
the fuel,” said Md Ruhul Kuddus, site office in-
charge of Rooppur plant.

The fuel consignment started from the Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport around 2:00am, he 
said. 

With this, a total of seven consignments of 
nuclear fuel for the initial batch for unit-1 has 
arrived at the plant in seven weeks, he said. 

The first batch of fuel reached the project site on 
September 29. A total of 163 nuclear fuel assemblies 
will be needed for operating unit-1.

Meanwhile project officials said commissioning 
of unit-1 will be likely by 2024 and unit-2 by 2025.

Polls on 
time with or 
without BNP
Says agri minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Tangail

Agriculture Minister 
Abdur Razzaque yesterday 
said the elections must be 
held on time to protect 
the constitution. 

“It doesn’t matter 
who participates. Even 
if BNP does not join the 
polls, many others will,” 
he added.

The minister said this 
at the inauguration of a 
day-long medical camp 
at Peergachha in Tangail.

When a journalist 
asked him how acceptable 
the election will be if BNP 
does not participate, the 
minister said, “Maybe not 
as much as we hope.”   

He said BNP does not 
respect the constitution. 
They have been calling 
for strikes and blockades 
since October 28 to foil 
the elections. PHOTO: STAR

How school-goers are coping 
amid blockades, strikes

AZMIN AZRAN

The string of blockades announced by BNP 
and Jamaat-e-Islami since the end of October 
has created obstacles for day-to-day activities 
in all walks of life.

Students and educational institutions 
have suffered heavily, as year-end exams are 
scheduled to take place during the next two 
months. 

To reduce the risk faced by students who 
have to travel to attend classes and exams, 
schools have adopted various measures. Many 
institutions have shifted regular academic 
operations to weekends. 

Samira Yunus, parent of a seventh grader 
at DPS STS School, said, “My child’s school 
has moved to online classes -- Sunday through 
Tuesday, with days off on Wednesday 
and Thursday. During the weekend, 
the school is taking in-person 
classes, and planning to take 
exams on the weekends too if 
things continue in the same 
fashion.”

Two days off during the 
week might help students 
prepare better for exams and 
refresh themselves, but it has 
created a difficult situation for 
working parents.

“We need weekends to refresh 
and replenish ourselves, and we need 
the time off to make sure everything is 
in order at home. This becomes difficult if we 
also have to drop off and pick up our children 
from school on weekends. We are now working 
seven days a week in the current situation,” 
Samira added.

Some schools have stuck to regular class 
schedules, but that approach creates its own 
problems.

Shukla Dey, senior English teacher at 
Viqarunnisa Noon School, explains the 
situation in her school, “In-person classes have 
continued, but turnout has been very low, 
which is understandable given the security 
risks. The teachers are coming to school every 
day, and many students who live in nearby 
neighbourhoods are showing up, but turnout 
of students who live farther away has been 
low.”

Moving classes and exams online is being 
explored as the next natural option, but given 
the experience of online learning during the 
pandemic, students and teachers alike are 
sceptical.

“With annual exams coming up, the school 
has a decision to make on whether exams will 
be taken in person during weekends or online. 
As a teacher, the option of online classes or 
exams is not something I want, as it is not ideal 
for learning and brings the integrity of the 

exams into question. Some 
students may take extra time 

or outside help to answer 
exam questions, and teachers 

don’t have the power to control 
that remotely,” Shukla added.

Prionkon Jefri Das is an eighth-
grader at St Joseph Higher Secondary School, 

with his final exams coming up within a week.
“For me, it wasn’t a good thing that classes 

shifted online, because my previous experience 
during the pandemic meant there was a risk 
of falling behind with online learning. The 
last week of term is important for last-minute 
preparations, as well as tips and suggestions 
from teachers, so that has been a miss,” he said.

Even if some students are more comfortable 
with online learning, the balance and rigour 
that comes with in-person classes will be 
missing. 

Sahnia Faham, a 10th grader at The Aga 
Khan School, said, “Online classes lets me 
study by myself and gives extra time to prepare 
for midterms. However, no class tests are being 
held at school for the time being. The lack of 
class tests makes me feel unprepared.” 

“The teachers, thinking we have a tonne 
of time in hand, have handed out numerous 
assignments. Considering that class time 
has been reduced to 30 minutes, it is hard to 
complete such large tasks and work piles on as 
I need to reserve time to study by myself.”

Students at Prionkon’s school are still 
unsure of how their final-term exams will take 
place given the situation with blockades and 
political activity, but teachers have indicated 
that exams may take place during weekends, 

with two tests a day back-to-back. 
“If I get a five-day break in between exams and 

then four exams on two days in the weekend, it 
might be good because I will have the chance to 
take preparation. But two exams in one day will 
add a lot of pressure,” said Prionkon.

This model of two exams a day during 
weekends is being adopted by other schools 
too, including The Aga Khan School and 
Maple Leaf International School. These 
weekend commitments have put a dampener 
on the amount of recreation students are 
being afforded.

“Not only has online classes compromised 
our learning, it has also severely messed up our 
timetables. Extra classes conducted on weekends 
took away what little time we have for leisure in 
the first place,” said Rubama Amreen, an eighth-
grader at Maple Leaf International School.

In times of uncertainty, the best bet is often 
to just stick to normalcy as much as possible. 
Some schools are doing that, and students 
have no option but to comply.

Nudrat Afridah, a tenth-grader at SFX 
Greenherald International School, is currently 
sitting for her exams in person. Her school 
has stipulated that exams would go on as 
scheduled during blockades, but if there is a 
hartal, that exam will move to the weekend.

When asked if there was any fear among 
students having to travel to school, she said, 
“At first there was some concern, and some of 
my friends who live far away from the school 
did see some burnt buses and violence. Our 
parents worry, but there is not much we can 
do to change the situation. So, we are just 
focusing on our studies.”

‘Lathitila too 
precious to lose’

Rights activists condemn Ecnec approval 
for safari park in reserve forest

DWOHA CHOWDHURY

Environmental activists and concerned 
citizens have strongly criticised the 
government’s move to establish a safari 
park in a reserve forest in Moulvibazar’s 
Juri upazila.

They termed the decision an irresponsible 
and suicidal act by the government, 
undermining its constitutional 
commitment to protect the forests.

The Ecnec on Thursday approved 
the Tk 364.11 crore project of 5,631-acre 
“Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Safari Park, 
Moulvibazar Project (Phase 1)”, the country’s 
third safari park, at Lathitila beat under Juri 
Forest Range of Patharia Hill Reserve.

The transboundary forest is linked to 
vast forestland of India’s Assam and has 
been a reserved forest since 1920 under 
the Forest Act.

The reserve forest is home to more than 
200 species, including critically endangered 
Chinese Pangolin, endangered Asiatic 
Elephant, Fishing Cat, Western Hoolock 
Gibbon, and endangered Indian Leopard.

In 2020, the project’s feasibility study 
and master plan were initiated, and on 
October 25, 2021, the ministry concerned 
approved the report.

There has been widespread criticism as 
experts and environmentalists estimated 
that at least 10,000 trees would be felled 
for construction of park infrastructure, 
which would cause habitat loss to many 
species as well as biodiversity loss.

On October 17, seven eminent citizens 
wrote letters to all ministries and 
authorities concerned, requesting to 
backtrack from the project.

However, ignoring all requests and 
criticisms, the government approved the 
project in the area under the constituency 
of lawmaker Md Shahab Uddin, also 
minister for environment, forest and 
climate change.

“This is reckless behaviour towards the 
forest,” said advocate Tabarak Hossain.

Sharif Jamil, coordinator of Waterkeepers 
Bangladesh, said, “The project has been 
undertaken to benefit vested interest groups 
in the locality, violating the laws of the 
country. Those who are behind this project 
should have been punished rather than 
praised by awarding it approval.”

Abdul Karim Kim, member of 
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon, 
and Mokarom Hossain, nature and 
environment writer, echoed the same.

“The Ecnec decision is a regrettable 
example of how specific legal compulsions 
of protecting reserve forests are violated 
by those who are mandated to oversee 
the enforcement of laws...,” said Dr 

A hill area of Lathitila forest in Juri 
upazila of Moulvibazar. PHOTO: STAR
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