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UP chairman
dies as train
hits him

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

The chairman of Gadkhali
Union Parishad died after
being hit by a train in
Jhikargachha wupazila of
Jashore yesterday morning.

The deceased, Shahjahan
Ali Moral, 60, was also
president of the same union
unit of Awami League.

Jhikargacha Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Suman Bhakta confirmed
the death.

The accident happened
while  Shahjahan  was
going towards the local
market after a morning
walk around 8:00am, said
Sheikh Anarul Islam, a
member of Gadkhali union.

The train hit him while
he was crossing the rail line
on his way to the market
and he died on the spot,
said Anarul Islam.

UNB, Dhaka

Firefighters in action after a bus and a pickup truck collided head-on in Shikarikanda area of Mymensingh

yesterday.

10 killed in 1,475
fires last month

A total of 10 people were killed and 27 injured in 1,475
fire incidents that occurred across Bangladesh last
month, said fire service yesterday.

Of them, 163 fire incidents occurred in the capital,
where three people died and 15 suffered injuries,

according (o a press release.

The number of fire incidents in Dhaka increased by
8 in October from 155 in September.
According to statistics, more than five fire incidents
occurred per day on average in Dhaka last month, and

Mirpur saw most of the fires.

However, monthly statistics showed that the number
of fire incidents across the country decreased by 102 in
October from 1,577 in September.

According to the press release, 501 fire incidents
occurred in Dhaka division, 55 in Mymensingh, 239
in Chattogram, 213 in Rajshahi, 149 in Khulna, 59 in
Sylhet, 66 in Barishal, and 193 in Rangpur last month.

At least 167 people were killed and 830 were injured
in other accidents, and the fire service participated in
rescue operations involving 846 incidents, of which

690 were road accidents.

Apart from this, there were 10 gas cylinder
explosions, 13 accidents due to faults in gas lines,
21 elevator accidents, 3 lightning incidents, and 58

drowning incidents.
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No dillerence of
opinion among ECs

Says its secretary Jahangir Alam

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Election Commission Secretary
Jahangir Alam yesterday said there is
no difference of opinion among the
election commissioners on any issues.

He said this while talking to
reporters at the EC office in the capital,
in response to a question on media
reports that ECs are not on the same
page.

The allegations of “difference of
opinions” came to fore as ECs are yet
to reach a unanimous decision on the
process of appointing polling officials
for the next national election.

EC  Anisur Rahman is for
appointment of presiding officers,
assistant  presiding officers, and
polling officers through a committee
consisting  local  administration
and police representatives, said EC
sources.

Meanwhile,

the four other

commissioners are in favour of giving
the responsibility to returning officers
in line with the Representation of the
People Order-1972, the sources added.

Usually, returning officers appoint
them after the announcement of polls
schedule.

Last month, Anisur and another
commissioner did not agree with
the commission’s statement in the
concept note regarding the absence
of a conducive environment for the
national polls. The note was sent to the
participants of an EC workshop.

In the note, the EC said the expected
environment is yet to be created for
holding a free, fair, participatory, and
festive election.

The EC will need to appoint over
42,000 presiding officers, one for
each polling centre, 2.61 lakh assistant
presiding officers, one for each polling
booth, and 5.22 lakh polling officers,
two for each polling booth.

4 killed, 50
hurt as bus
hits pick-up
in M’singh

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh
At least four persons

were Kkilled and over 50
injured in a road accident
in  Shikarikanda  area
on  Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway yesterday.

Two of the deceased
were identified as Abul
Saddam Hossain, 55, the
driver of the bus; and Rakib
Mia, 32, his helper.

Quoting locals, OC Shah
Kamal Akanda of Kotwali
Police Station said the
accident took place around
12:15am when a Sherpur-
bound bus from Dhaka
collided head-on with a
pick-up truck and then
hit a roadside billboard,
leaving four persons dead
on the spot and more than
50 ones injured.

On information,
police and fire brigade
personnel took the
victims to Mymensingh

Medical College Hospital.
Thirty-three of them are

undergoing treatment
there.

The four bodies were
sent to  Mymensingh
Medical  College  and
Hospital for autopsy.

Police seized the

vehicles, but the pick-up
van’s driver managed to
flee, said OC Shah Kamal
Akanda.

Ruhul Amin, 30, an
injured passenger, said the
bus was moving at a very
high speed.

The driver did not
bother to slow down, even
after repeated requests
from passengers.

They are investigating
the matter, said the police
officer, adding that a case
was filed.

Bus torched in
Gazipur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A bus of Ajmeri Paribahan was set on fire by
miscreants in the Konabari area of Gazipur city
yesterday morning.

Additional  Superintendent of  Gazipur
Industrial Police-2 Md Emran Ahmed confirmed
the matter to The Daily Star.

There were no injuries or casualties in the
incident.

Fire engines from a nearby fire station rushed
to the spot and doused the blaze.

85 BNP men sued

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Eighty-five BNP leaders and activists -- including
central leader Azizul Bari Helal and district unit
BNP member secretary Monirul Hasan Bappi
were sued yesterday over torching a bus during the
BNP-Jamaat led countrywide blockade.

Rupsha Police Station Sub-inspector Sheikh
Farid Ahmed filed the case on Monday. At least 25
were named, while 60 were unnamed in the case,
confirmed OC Md Shahin.

So far, eight people have been arrested in
connection with the arson incident, he added.

Earlier on Sunday night, a parked bus of ‘Mayer
Ancal Paribahan’ was set on fire by miscreants in
Khulna’s Rupsha upazila.

VANDALISM IN 2013
9 BNP men sentenced
to 3 years' jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sentenced nine BNP
leaders and activists, including its central
organising secretary Ishaq Ali Sarkar, to three years
imprisonment each in a case filed over blasting
crude bombs, vandalising vehicles, and preventing
police from discharging their duties in 2013.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Ashek
Imam handed down the sentence in their absence.

The eight other convicts are Yakub Sarkar, Md
Arman Hossain, Anwar Hossain Rocky, Abdur
Razzak Mitu, Advocate Rashed Alam, Md Parvez
Hossain, Md Sohel Rana, and Nader Ali.

The magistrate cancelled their bail and issued
arrest warrants against them, said Zaynul Abedin
Meshbah, one of their lawyers.

Their punishment will be effective from the day
of their arrests or surrenders, said the magistrate.
The magistrate, however, acquitted seven others
in the case.
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