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Rights, International 
Rehabilitation Council for 
Torture Victims, Omega 
Research Foundation, Redress 
and World Organisation 
Against Torture. 

“We stand in solidarity 
with the people of 
Bangladesh in their pursuit 
of  a just, democratic, 
and peaceful society and 
call for an immediate 
end  to the cycle of 
violence, repression, and 
intimidation against 
political  opponents, as well 
as the immediate release 
of all the individuals who  
have been arbitrarily 
detained,” it said. 

“The United Nations 
member states must raise 
these concerns during the 
fourth cycle of the Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR) on 
Bangladesh, taking place 
on November 13, 2023 
since the current human 
rights abuses result from 
a pattern of violence and 
repression of dissidents in 
the country,” it said.
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Metro starts at 7:10am 
from Uttara today

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The metro rail authorities will 
operate two additional trains from 
7:10am and 7:20am today from the 
Uttara end mainly to facilitate the 
trips of students and teachers of 
different educational institutions.

However, the extended services 
would be available only for the 
MRT Pass/ Rapid Pass holders 
(permanent pass), Tarafdar 
Mahmudur Rahman, deputy 
project director (public relations) 
of Mass Rapid Transit Line, told 
The Daily Star yesterday.

Educational institutions usually 
open at 8:00am and many people 
requested the authorities to start 
metro operations at least half an 
hour earlier so that students and 
teachers can avail the service, said 

MAN Siddique, managing director 
of Dhaka Mass Transit Company Ltd.

“So, we are considering to start 
metro services from 7:00am,” he 
said.

Currently, metro rails are being 
operated between 7:30am and 
11:30am on Agargaon-Motijheel 
route. However, MRT Pass holders 
can avail the service until noon.

The Agargaon-Motijheel 
section of the country’s first metro 
rail (MRT-6) opened to public on 
Sunday, generating huge interest 
among metro users, especially 
among the office goers.

At least 26,000 people used exit 
points at Motijheel, Secretariat 
and Farmgate stations on the first 
day, but the number of people 
who used the entry points at 
those stations was very low, MAN 

Siddique said. 
The number of passengers 

using the exit points at those three 
stations increased further in the 
last two days, he added.

“So, we are going to increase 
one exit gate each at Farmgate, 
Secretariat and Motijheel stations 
to facilitate the trips of those 
passengers,” he said.

The three stations are among 
the seven on Agargaon-Motijheel 
section currently open to 
passengers. The authorities have 
announced to open the Dhaka 
University station within a month 
and the rest three within next 
three months.

After making all stations 
operational, the authorities will 
increase both the service time and 
frequency of trains.
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approval of three housing 
projects -- BCS Admin 
Housing Society; Police 
Officers Housing Society 
and Bonrupa Residential 
Project -- are underway.

The capital’s 
development authority also 
said land has been acquired 
for Rajuk Uttara Model 
Town (Sector 4 and 6) 
project. However, it did not 
clarify whether the project 
has been approved or not.

Five projects -- East West 
Properties Ltd, Jolshiri 
Housing Project, Neptune 
Properties Ltd, Swadesh 
Residential Project and Lake 
City Concord -- have got 
final approval from Rajuk.

Ashraful Islam, Rajuk’s 
urban planner,  Nabayan 
Khisa, deputy urban 
planner and Md Hasibul 
Hasan, assistant urban 
planner, signed the 
document on November 5.

On November 2, the 
SC asked the additional 
attorney general to produce 
the papers before it during 
hearing of two appeals that 
challenged a High Court 
judgement which justified 
the Ashiyan City housing 
project in Dhaka’s Holan 
and Ashkona.

Yesterday, a five-member 
bench of the Appellate 
Division, led by Chief 
Justice Obaidul Hassan, 
heard the appeals and set 
November 22 for verdict.

The appeals were filed 
by the government and 
eight organisations -- 
including Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association, Ain o Salish 
Kendra, and BLAST.

VANDALISM OF CJ 

RESIDENCE

Three BNP 
leaders get 
anticipatory 
bail from HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
granted anticipatory bail 
to three BNP leaders and 
lawyers -- Zainul Abedin, 
Nitai Roy Chowdhury and 
AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon 
-- for three weeks in two 
cases filed over vandalising 
the chief justice’s residence 
and preventing police from 
discharging duties on 
October 28.

The HC, however, 
ordered them to surrender 
before the lower court 
concerned in three weeks.

The bench of Justice 
Abu Taher Md Saifur 
Rahman and Justice Md 
Bashir Ullah passed the 
order.

The HC granted the 
anticipatory bail to the 
accused as they are senior 
lawyers and said the order 
of their bail will not be 
applicable as reference for 
bail of other accused in the 
case.

During hearing of the 
bail petitions, the HC 
bench said the attack 
on the chief justice’s 
residence is the attack on 
the heart of the judiciary, 
which cannot be accepted 
in any manner.

Anwaruzzaman 
takes charge as 
Sylhet mayor
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Newly elected mayor of Sylhet 
City Corporation Anwaruzzaman 
Chowdhury took charge of his office 
yesterday, pledging to work for the 
development of the city.

The AL-backed mayor took 
charge of the SCC five months after 
winning the city polls. 

Outgoing BNP-backed mayor Ariful Haque Choudhury 
greeted him in the mayor’s office at Nagar Bhaban and 
handed over the charges to him.

Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment Minister 
Imran Ahmed, also the lawmaker for Sylhet-4, was present 
on the occasion.

A programme to welcome the new mayor in presence of 
people was held in front of Nagar Bhaban in the afternoon.

“I am grateful to all for electing me as the mayor. I 
wish to keep up my good work as mayor with the help of 
everyone,” Anwaruzzaman said.

Outgoing SCC mayor Ariful mentioned his 10 years of 
hard work to develop the city and pledged to extend his 
support to the new mayor.
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