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20 killed in 
Cameroon 
separatist 
attack
AFP, Yaoundé

Separatist rebels yesterday 
killed around 20 people, 
including women and 
children, in an attack on a 
village in one of Cameroon’s 
restive anglophone regions, 
the government said.

The overnight assault 
occurred at Egbekaw 
village, western Cameroon, 
the scene of deadly 
clashes between rebels 
and government forces for 
seven years.

“There were men, women 
and children, more than 
20 killed,” minister at the 
presidency Mengot Victor 
Arrey-Nkongho told public 
radio. “It’s intolerable.”

Cameroon’s primarily 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
Northwest and Southwest 
regions have been gripped 
by conflict since separatists 
declared independence in 
2017.

That followed decades of 
grievances over perceived 
discrimination by the 
francophone majority.

BUSINESS FRAUD CASE

Trump 
testifying in 
civil trial
AFP, New York

Donald Trump was in a New York court yesterday to 
testify in a civil fraud case threatening to cripple his 
real estate empire, the first former president to take 
the stand as a defendant in more than a century.

The 77-year-old Republican arrived shortly before 
10:00 am (1500 GMT) to testify in the Manhattan 
courtroom before Judge Arthur Engoron.

Trump, the frontrunner for the 2024 Republican 
presidential nomination, denounced the case as 
“very unfair” as he arrived for his testimony, calling 
it “political lawfare” and “election interference.”

“It’s a very sad situation for our country,” 
he said. “It usually takes place in third world 
countries.”

Trump and his two eldest sons, Don Jr and 
Eric, and other Trump Organization executives 
are accused of exaggerating the value of its real 
estate assets by billions of dollars to obtain more 
favorable bank loans and insurance terms.

New York Attorney General Letitia James, 
speaking to reporters before Trump’s arrival, said 
the real estate tycoon “consistently misrepresented 
and inflated the value of his assets.”

“Before he takes the stand, I am certain that 
he will engage in name-calling and taunts and 
race-baiting and call this a witch hunt,” James 
said. “But at the end of the day, the only thing that 
matters are the facts and the numbers.

“And numbers, my friends, don’t lie.”
Trump has repeatedly attacked James, who is 

Black, and the judge overseeing the case calling 
him “unhinged” and a “Trump-hating radical left, 
Democrat operative.”

Engoron has responded by slapping Trump 
with two fines -- one for USD 5,000, another for 
USD 10,000 -- when he ruled the onetime reality 
television star had violated a partial gag order 
imposed after he bashed the judge’s clerk on 
social media.

Trump’s testimony follows that of his sons Don 
Jr and Eric, who took the stand last week and 
blamed accountants for the financial statements 
of the company.

RUSSIAN STRIKES

19 Ukrainian soldiers killed
Kyiv says; drones, missiles damage Odesa museum, injures 8
AGENCIES

A Ukrainian military brigade said 
yesterday 19 of its soldiers were killed 
last week in a Russian air strike that 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
described as “a tragedy that could 
have been avoided”.

Ukrainian media reported that 
the soldiers were killed during 
an awards ceremony on Friday in 
the frontline Zaporizhzhia region 
of southeastern Ukraine, reports 
Reuters.

A statement issued by the 128th 
Separate Mountain Assault Brigade 
yesterday provided the death toll but 
gave few other details.

Meanwhile, Russian strikes 
overnight in the southern Ukrainian 
region of Odesa left eight people 
wounded and damaged a historic 
art museum, Ukrainian officials 

said yesterday, in the latest barrage 
of drones and missiles, according to 
AFP.

Three more were injured in a 
Russian shelling attack on the 
southern city of Kherson on 
Monday, as Kyiv doubled down on its 
warnings that Russia was planning 
to pummel Ukraine’s energy 
infrastructure ahead of the winter.

Images released by officials from 
inside the Odesa Fine Arts Museum 
showed art ripped from the walls 
of the 19th-century building and 
windows blown out by the aerial 
bombardment.

Ukraine’s deputy foreign minister 
Emine Dzheppar said Kyiv was 
“deeply outraged” by the attack and 
urged the United Nations’ Paris-
based heritage agency Unesco to 
condemn the strike.

Unesco said it “strongly condemns 
the attack” and that “cultural sites 
must be protected”.

Kyiv said earlier that Russian 
forces had launched four missiles 
and nearly two dozen attack drones 
from occupied regions of the 
country in the south overnight.

Ukraine’s military downed 15 
drones and one of the missiles, it 
said in a statement.

The gallery said on social media 
the attack had occurred on the 
museum’s 124th birthday and the 
facility would be closed until further 
notice.

The governor of the Odesa 
region, Oleg Kiper, said most of 
the collection had already been 
removed during the war. “Canvases 
and paintings from the current 
exhibition were not damaged,” he 
added on social media.

Survivors walk through the ruins of a damaged house following an earthquake in Khalanga of Nepal’s Jajarkot district yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

An entire population 
is besieged and under 
attack, denied access to 
the essentials for survival, 

bombed in their homes, shelters, 
hospitals and places of worship. 
This is unacceptable. We need an 
immediate humanitarian ceasefire. 
It’s been 30 days. Enough is enough. 
This must stop now.

UN chiefs in a joint statement on Israel-Hamas war


