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CLASH WITH LOCALS IN ASHULIA

DIU suspends academic 
activities till Nov 16

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Authorities of Daffodil International 
University in Dhaka’s Ashulia yesterday 
announced suspension of all academic 
activities till November 16.

They came up with the announcement 
considering students’ safety after several 
DIU students clashed with locals on Sunday, 
said Ejaj Ur Rahman, assistant professor of 
the Business Administration department.

A group of outsiders attacked a campus 
building and broke some windows with 
bricks on Sunday evening. They later 
attacked some students and left five 
injured when they were demonstrating on 
the campus demanding justice for a fellow 
student who died after being assaulted by 
locals earlier. The agitated students then 
vandalised some shops at a nearby market, 
Ejaj Ur Rahman said.

Over this incident and considering 
the security of students, DIU authorities 
decided to suspend all academic activities 
till November 16, he also said, adding that 
students have been asked to vacate the 
dormitory as it will also remain closed. 

“No case has been lodged in connection 

with the attack yet. We are discussing the 
matter,” he added.

Claiming that they did not attack the 
students, Shahariar Sumon, president 
of Chandgaon Traders and Owners 
Association, alleged that DIU students 
vandalised at least 70 shops and torched 
four at the market.

Selim Mondol, chairman of Birulia 
union parishad, also denied involvement 
of any locals in the attack on students.

SM Kamruzzaman, officer-in-charge 
of Ashulia Police Station, said students 
vandalised and torched some shops in 
Chandgaon area and locked in a clash with 
some locals on Sunday. 

“Now the situation is normal. Additional 
police personnel have been deployed in the 
area to avert any untoward incident,” the 
OC added.

On October 27, Hasibul Islam Antar, a 
student of DIU’s textile department, was 
assaulted by locals in Savar. He later died 
at a Mymensingh hospital on November 1.

On Sunday, the university authorities 
filed a case with Savar Model Police in this 
connection. Police later arrested the main 
accused, Rahat Sarkar, from Gazipur.

KCC unveils 
Tk 1,083cr 
budget
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

Khulna City Corporation 
announced a Tk 1,082.99 
crore budget for fiscal year 
2023-24 yesterday.

Mayor Talukder Abdul 
Khaleque announced the 
budget at the Shaheed Altaf 
Auditorium of the city. 

The proposed budget 
estimates revenue 
expenditure at Tk 196.5 
crore, while development 
spending from government 
allocations and development 
partners is estimated at 
roughly Tk 736 crore. 

While announcing the 
budget, the city mayor 
highlighted the key features 
of the budget and said no 
new tax has been imposed in 
the budget this time as well.

The budget focuses on 
development. It emphasises 
development of roads and 
drainage management, 
waste management, dengue 
prevention, improvement 
of people’s living standards, 
and modernisation of KCC 
departments, Khaleque said. 

UP chairman 
hacked to 
death in 
Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Dinajpur

A union parishad chairman 
was hacked to death in 
Rangpur on Sunday night.

The deceased -- 
Mahbubur Rahman, 51, 
chairman of Pyraband 
Union Parishad in 
Mithapukur upazila -- 
was a medicine trader at 
Pyraband Bazar.

He was the assistant 
secretary of Jamaat-e-
Islami of Mithapukur unit, 
said sources.

Meanwhile, police 
arrested one Md Harun, 
50, of Sadarpur village 
in Mithapukur in this 
connection.

Quoting witnesses, 
Mithapukur Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Mostafizar Rahman 
Mahbubur said Mahbubur 
was preparing to go home 
after shutting his shop 
around 10:30pm on Sunday.

As he came out of the 
shop, Harun hacked him 
with a sharp weapon. 
Locals caught Harun and 
handed him over to police.

Mahbubur died at 
Rangpur Medical College 
Hospital.

OC Mostafizar Rahman 
said Mahbubur’s son 
Nabib Ahsan filed a case 
with the police station 
accusing Harun and several 
unidentified persons.

Unable to accommodate himself on an overloaded motor-rickshaw, a man, standing in a risky position on 
the lower subframe of the vehicle, struggles to maintain balance. The photo was taken yesterday in the 
capital’s Kamrangir Char. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Police personnel continue to cordon off BNP’s Nayapaltan office following the violence centring its October 28 rally. The photo was taken 
yesterday afternoon . PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

TANGAIL-RANGPUR HIGHWAY

Land acquisition delays 
hamper expansion project
MOSTAFA SHABUJ, Bogura

Delays in land acquisition and slow 
working pace on Tangail-Rangpur 
highway has been hampering the 
progress of a project to expand it to 
four lanes.

With the required land still 
not being acquisitioned, narrow 
roads are causing bottlenecks at 
two points on the highway -- on 
1-km stretch each at Gaibandha’s 
Gobindaganj and Palashbari 
upazila headquarters -- according 
to passengers and transport 
workers.

Meanwhile, construction work 
on the 13-km stretch from Tangail’s 
Alenga to Bangabandhu Bridge is 
underway at a snail’s pace. 

The government began 
expansion of the 190-km highway 
on Elenga-Hatikumrul-Rangpur 
route in 2016, under the South-
Asia Sub-Regional Economic 
Cooperation (SASEC) Road Link 
Project-II, initially slated to be 
completed by August 2021.

The project deadline was later 
extended till December 2024.

Originally, project authorities 
planned to construct three 
flyovers, 26 bridges, 161 culverts 
and an overpass on the expanded 
route. However, the plan was 
later revised to construct six 
flyovers, 32 bridges, 180 culverts 
and two overpasses, among other 
alternations.

As such, the project’s estimated 
cost also increased by 45 percent, 
from around Tk 11, 899 crores to Tk 
18,679 crores.

So far, only 70 percent of the 
project has been completed amid a 
sluggish pace at several points, said 
the project’s executive engineer Joy 

Prakash Chowdhury.
The progress on the Alenga 

to Bangabandhu Bridge portion 
is merely 20 percent, he added, 
blaming the construction company, 
Abdul Monem Limited, for the lack 
of progress.

“Scarcity of construction 
materials, abnormal price hike and 
insufficient supply of bitumen are 
the major challenges that may keep 
us from completing the project on 

time,” added Joy.
“We began working on this 

portion in 2022. Besides, we are 
facing shortage of soil and sand. 
However, the work will be completed 
within the project deadline,” said 
Nazrul Islam, executive director of 
Abdul Monem Limited.

Passengers and transport 
workers said they suffer immensely 
when crossing the Alenga to 
Bangabandhu Bridge portion due 
to the narrow road.

Jamil Ahmed, 45, a local trader 
from Rangpur City said, “From 
Dhaka to Rangpur, we face traffic 
congestion only in Gobindaganj 
and Palashbari, losing at least an 

hour.”
The project authorities planned 

to acquire 10 acres of land in 
Gobindaganj and 15 acres of land 
in Palashbari upazila to expand the 
highway.

“They [project authorities] told 
me that nine decimals of my land 
will be acquired. They even took the 
documents some 6-7 years ago. But 
they are yet to pay,” said Anwara 
Begum, 60, a resident of Palashbari.

“My lands are laying idle since 
then. I am not even able to rent it 
out and therefore facing financial 
strains,” she added.

Contacted, Md Waliur Rahman, 
the project director, said, “We have 
already paid Tk 530 crores to district 
administration for acquiring 15 
acres of land in Palashbari. Now, 
they are responsible for completing 
the task.”

“Also, we need Tk 730 crores 
to acquire 10 acres of land in 
Gobindaganj, but the Ministry of 
Finance is yet to release the fund,” 
he added.

“We are trying to complete it 
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