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We are currently living in an ecra
focused on profits, where the word
“labh” holds more sway than “love”
in our interactions with those
around us. In this profit-driven age,
materialistic gains take precedence
in our lives, influencing our choices
when it comes to our professions
or jobs. The central concern is
how much a profession or job can
contribute to our financial well-being
and sustain our material needs. It
also revolves around the potential for
gaining power both personally and
within society.

In our present societal structure,
fairness is notably absent, and the
government system does not treat
its citizens or members equitably.
This lack of fairness, however, does
come with certain advantages for
select individuals, particularly those
who possess concentrated wealth
and political influence. For them, this
unjust system serves as the primary
mechanism  behind their ever
expanding sphere of influence.

Ordinary people have become
disinterested in jobs where they
struggle to meet their basic financial
needs, with the teaching profession
being a prime example. Even those
who choose to become teachers
nowadays often do so out of necessity
rather than a genuine desire to
educate. This trend is especially
prominent among school and college
teachers. Finding teachers who are
truly passionate about teaching
and inspiring students has become
increasingly rare. Teaching, for many,

has evolved into a mere job, a means
of earning a livelihood in the pursuit
of personal financial stability.

This  sentiment extends to
university teachers as well. The
aspiration of becoming a university
teacher, which once carried a certain
level of social respect and regard,
has dwindled compared to previous
generations.  Today’s  university
professors are not held in as high
esteem as they once were, and this
shift is partly attributed to the
teachers themselves. Many of us who
have assumed the role of professors
have not fully embraced our primary
responsibility, which is teaching
in the classroom, and we have not
prioritised the well-being and growth
of our students.

As a university teacher, my
primary duty is to prepare the next
generation of students as responsible
citizens, instilling in them a thirst for
knowledge, fostering consciousness,
and nurturing critical thinking.
Regrettably, these qualities are no
longer highly valued among students,
and many teachers have lost the
desire to cultivate these attributes in
their students.

Contemporary teachersaspire tobe
more than just university educators.
Some aim to become members
of parliament and chairpersons
of academic committees or even
banks. These ambitions are actively
leveraged by those in power, as
university teachers have historically
played a role in the political landscape
of our country. They have been

instrumental in starting movements,
guiding university students, and
contributing momentum to political
causes in Bangladesh.

Theinfluence of public universities,
particularly institutions such as
Dhaka University, Jahangirnagar
University, Rajshahi University, and
Chittagong University, has garnered
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significant attention from politicians.
These institutions serve as centres
of political activity, both through
student political party affiliations and
the involvement of the university’s
teachers. In this era of profits,
teachers are not content with their
roles as educators; they desire the
wealth of industrialists, the power
and influence of politicians, and a
degree of leniency for unethical or
illegal behaviour. Consequently, they

align themselves with political parties
and biases. This phenomenon extends
to elected teacher committees, as it
is the teachers themselves who vote
these individuals into office.
Moreover, the recruitment
process for teachers has evolved in
such a way that qualifications and
intentions have taken a back seat to

personal gain and political affiliation.
In the past, teachers were elected
based on their qualifications and
commitment to the institution, but
now, the focus has shifted to what
benefits individuals personally. This
self-centred  perspective includes
considerations of how voting for
a particular person will safeguard
personal interests, provide room
for individual decision-making, and
secure future promotions without

the requisite qualifications.

Those aspiring to be elected into
these positions understand this
dynamic and cater to it as a source of
strength. They offer praise and even
material support to junior teachers
during critical moments, as they did
during the pandemic, when they sent
food and groceries to the homes of
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junior teachers. Thisis the mechanism
by which teachers’ representatives
are elected, but it also makes them
beholden to the government. As these
representatives are aligned with the
government, they often side with it in
administrative matters, rather than
advocating for the betterment of
teachers and students.

All of this has separated the
students from the teachers. We are
not one anymore. As we teachers
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Bangladesh experiences some of the
wettest monsoons in the world due to
it being located in a tropical territory.
However, the average monthly
rainfall decreased by 60 millimetres
between June and August, despite
the period being the peak monsoon
season, according to the World
Bank data. On the other hand, the
increase in the mean monthly rainfall
from September to October by 43
millimetres shows that the monsoon
season is steadily lengthening
and currently runs from March to
October. Rising temperatures during
winter and changing rainfall patterns
have affected Bangladesh’s distinct
seasonality. As such, at a time of the
year when a clear, blue sky is supposed
to be covered in white clouds, it may
start pouring instead.

The impacts of such weather
events manifest differently in urban
and rural areas. The urban setting
in Bangladesh is unique because of
the interconnectedness of different
systems such aswater supply, drainage,
waste management, transport and
communication, power supply, and
so on. City life often comes to a halt
if there is constant rain, which brings
with it waterlogging, major traffic
congestion, infrastructural damage,
and health issues for citizens. A recent
study, which analysed traffic in over
1,200 cities in 152 countries, found
that Dhaka, the bustling capital of the
country, ranked first on the list of the
slowest-moving cities in the world.
Mymensingh and Chattogram ranked
ninth and 12th, respectively, among
the 20 slowest cities.

intense waterlogging every monsoon.

Against this backdrop, the “sponge
city” concept can be a possible solution
for these atrisk cities. A sponge
city is one that is built to passively
absorb, clean, and use rainfall in an
environmentally benign  manner,
reducing polluting and hazardous
run-off. The approach comprises
permeable roadways, rooftop gardens,
rainwater harvesting, rain gardens,
green spaces, and blue spaces such
as ponds and lakes. If sponge city
is properly implemented, it will be
able to minimise the frequency and

Rapid spikes in  population, . ) .
unplanned  urbanisation, climate Severity of floods, improve water
extremes, uncontrolled land-filling quality, and allow cities to use less

water per person.

The Chinese government
introduced the concept of a sponge
city in 2014, which was utilised to
address urban surface-water floods
and other water related challenges,
such as purification of urban run-off,
peak run-off attenuation, and water

to develop new residential areas,
haphazard disposal of waste into
the existing drainage system, and
encroachment of lakes, canals, and
rivers have all played a role in making
these issues more pronounced in
recent years. Meanwhile, coastal cities
like Khulna, Jashore and Satkhira face

conservation. The issue was brought
into focus when flooding engulfed
Beijing in 2012, crippling the city
and Kkilling dozens. Bangladesh can
also adopt the sponge city concept
to prevent flooding in its major and
coastal cities. The country’s megacities
donot have ample space to drain water.
The sponge city system allows water to
seep into the soil where it falls, rather

than directing it away as quickly as
possible and storing it in extensive
dams. Besides, the country has a
history of loss of lives and housing
due to failed flood protection dams.
Barring natural streams to flow and
then channelling the water through
strong pipes through a concrete wall
is not an adaptive solution—rather, it
is against nature.

Furthermore, this concept can
significantly contribute to mitigating
the negative effects of climate
change. When compared with grey
infrastructure, a sponge city requires
substantially less energy to maintain.
June was the hottest month on record
this year, which was certainly caused
by extreme weather events. With
the successful mitigation of urban

flooding, an unintended benefit of

sponge city is natural cooling that
may prevent heatwaves. Besides, large
green spaces in sponge cities absorb
carbon dioxide, which may contribute

to a lower amount of the greenhouse
gas in the atmosphere.

This initiative could be life-saving
in coastal cities, by ensuring a reliable
natural source of drinking water. As
a consequence of climate change, sea

level rise has afflicted thousands of

people and jeopardised the availability
of drinking water. Excessive salinity,
arsenic contamination, and dissolved
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iron in the water are contributing
to this scarcity. Furthermore, these
cities rely a great deal on groundwater
extraction, with more than 82
percent of the supplied water coming
from this source. Such widespread

reliance accelerates the decline of

the groundwater table. Amid this
situation, natural streams and porous
soils used in sponge city designs are
beneficial for water filtration and
reducing pollution, leading to less
reliance on groundwater.

Aside from all these benefits,
sponge cities will also promote
biodiversity and aesthetic appeal,
offering city people the opportunity
to stay healthy and at peace. They
will also directly contribute to SDG 11:
Sustainable Cities and Communities,
SDG 13: Climate Action, SDG 14: Life
below Water, and SDG 15: Life on
Land. All in all, if such an initiative
is undertaken, the benefits will bring
about a welcome change.

want to be MPs, bank chairpersons,
and committee heads of different
organisational bodies, we don’t think
of ourselves as teachers when we're
not in class anymore. The students
can feel this separation and look at
us as accessible parts of their student
life only in the classrooms. This has
created a culture of classroom-based
learning where the students are full-
time students and the teachers only
exist inside the time frame of classes.
This means learning in a sense has
become restricted.

Bangladesh has laws, but these
laws are sometimes manipulated
or abused. For instance, the Digital
Security Act has been replaced by
the Cyber Security Act, but the
oppression persists. The experiences
of citizens and teachers in relation
to voting, government authority,
and the promotion of falsehoods as
truths have eroded the noble image
of teachers. The respect and esteem
once accorded to university teachers
have diminished, and this loss of
societal regard has contributed to
the declining attractiveness of the
teaching profession.

Nowadays, students who excel
academically and achieve good results
no longer find compelling reasons to
pursue a career in teaching. Teaching,
as a profession, has lost much of its
social acceptability, exacerbated by a
recruitment system that often admits
under-qualified individuals into the
profession. Many teachers even lack
the competence to grade exam papers
properly, focusing on superficial
factors like handwriting instead of
the substance of the content.

This situation has disillusioned
today’s students, who are potential
teachers, as they are aware of the
realities within the profession. In this
era driven by personal gain, teaching
offers little (o motivate those
considering it as a career.

As told to Monorom Polok of The
Daily Star.
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