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National Women’s Football 
team -- shared their 
thoughts on Prothom Alo.

Later, the daily’s 
Savar correspondent, 
Shamsuzzaman, thanked 
the newspaper for standing 
by him like a family when 
he was arrested.

Mosharraf Shah, 
Chittagong University 
correspondent of the daily, 
shared how he was recently 
tortured on the campus by 
activists of Chhatra League 
for his reports.

Bangladesh National 
Men’s Cricket team batter 
Tamim Iqbal joined the 
festival and shared his 
thoughts regarding the 
newspaper.

The Daily Star Editor 
and Publisher Mahfuz 
Anam also greeted all those 
involved with the daily on 
its silver jubilee.

Later, a cultural event 
was held where employees 
of the daily took part.

After that, the best 
employees from sections 
were announced and prizes 

were handed over to them.
Speaking on the occasion, 

Prothom Alo Editor Matiur 
Rahman said, “Our honesty 
and dedication are behind 
the success of Prothom Alo. 
We’ve endured suppression 
and lawsuits. But we have 
been honest, and we have 
followed the truth. Honesty 
is our strength.”

Anisul Hoque, 
managing editor of the 
daily, also spoke.

Dengue now
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“The number of multi-
story buildings and cars 
have increased significantly 
since 2014, both of which 
play a significant role in the 
spread of dengue during 
the dry season, as stagnant 
water accumulates in these 
places,” he said.

He said certain areas of 
Dhaka have water shortages 
and residents store water 
in buckets or drums, 
contributing to year-round 
dengue outbreaks. 

Destroying a forest in guise 
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THE MODUS-OPERANDI

The lease owner does not 
extract sand from the field, 
but provides slips to the sand 
lifters to show their activities 
as legal, and charges Tk 
550 for each truck of sand 
extracted from the area, the 
official added.

Locals alleged that the 
sand lifters made several 
roads in the reserve forest 
area for their convenience 
to transport the sand. No 
outsiders are allowed in 
the area where the sand 
is being extracted from. 
Guards and check posts 
are in place there to collect 
money and keep outsiders 
away from the area.

Around 500-700 trucks 
transported sand from the 
reserve forest area every day, 
while around Tk 3.5 lakh was 
collected daily by the lease 

owner for slips provided to 
the sand lifters, they added.

Sand extraction has been 
stopped after the October 5 
raid by the task force and 
the illegal roads used for 
sand transportation have 
been blocked, Reaz said.

Apart from Shah Alam, 
other accused in the cases 
filed by DoE and forest 
department include Ohidur 
Rahman, Mohammad 
Entaz and Nobi Alam of 
Rashidnagar area, Jasim 
Uddin, Abdul Majid, Amir 
Hossain, Abdul Mazid, 
Abul Kalam, Md Momtaz of 
Kalirchhara area, and Md 
Hasan of Meherghona area.

The lease will be 
cancelled since several 
allegations have been found 
against the lease owner, 
said Zahid Iqbal, additional 
deputy commissioner 
(revenue) of Cox’s Bazar.

DoE filed a case in this 
connection, he said.

Zahid, however, said he 
has no knowledge about 
the forest department’s 
objections regarding 
leasing out the sand field.

Meanwhile, a deposition 
was held at DoE’s 
Chattogram office on 
October 19 in connection 
with the case filed by the 
organisation.

DoE assistant director 
Shreerup Majumdar said 
they asked for a detailed 
report from the Cox’s Bazar 
UNO about sand extraction.

“We want to take 
action against the 
syndicate involved in this 
massive environmental 
destruction,” he said.

Contacted, Md 
Shah Alam denied his 
involvement in illegal sand 
mining, claiming  he had 
only sold sand from the part 
he owns through the lease.

Shah Alam also denied 
providing slips to the sand 
sellers to legalise their illicit 
activities.
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BNP’s Nayapaltan office still remains heavily guarded by police following the 
violence centring its October 28 rally and subsequent programmes. The photo was 
taken yesterday morning. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


