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Democracy 
under threat 
around world
Says watchdog

REUTERS, Stockholm

Half of the world’s countries are suffering 
democratic decline, ranging from flawed 
elections to curtailed rights including 
freedoms of expression and assembly, an 
intergovernmental watchdog group said 
yesterday.

In its annual report, the Stockholm-
based International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
(IDEA) said 2022 was the sixth consecutive 
year in which countries with net declines 
outnumbered those with net advances, the 
longest consecutive fall since its records 
began in 1975.

“In short, democracy is still in trouble, 
stagnant at best, and declining in many 
places,” IDEA Secretary-General Kevin 
Casas-Zamora said in the report.

The think-tank said the deterioration of 
democratic guard-rails such as elections, 
parliaments and independent courts had 
led to problems in safeguarding the rule of 
law and holding politicians to account.

Pakistan to hold 
delayed polls on 
February 8
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan will hold delayed national 
elections on February 8 next year, the 
electoral commission said yesterday, as 
the country grapples with overlapping 
political, economic and security crises.

“It was unanimously decided that 
the election will be held on Thursday, 
February 8,” the election commission said 
in a statement, after its members met with 
President Arif Alvi. The development comes 
hours after Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Qazi Faez Isa had directed the commission 
to confer with Alvi on poll date.

The order was issued after a bench 
comprising the CJP heard a set of petitions 
calling for holding elections within 90 
days after the dissolution of the National 
Assembly and the provincial legislatures.

UN will ‘stay with 
Palestinians in Gaza’
Says top aid official; Israeli strikes on refugee camp 

could be war crimes: UN rights office

AFP, Rafah

The United Nations will remain steadfast in 
supporting Palestinians in Gaza, a top aid 
official said during the first such trip to the 
territory since the war with Israel erupted.

“I was shocked by the fact that everyone 
there was asking for food, was asking for 
water,” Philippe Lazzarini, head of the UN 
agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA), told 
journalists in Gaza on Wednesday.

The most senior UN official to visit the 
territory since the war began said he had 
“never ever seen” anything like it before in 
Gaza.

He said all those who he met in Gaza were 

concerned about shortages in food, water and 
fuel. “They were drawing my attention today 
about the real lack of food, the lack of water, 
the lack of fuel,” he said.

“Fuel here in Gaza is absolutely everything 
because without fuel we do not have 
generator, we do not have functioning bakery, 
we do not have functioning hospitals and you 
cannot pump water.

“UNRWA will stay with the Palestinian 
refugees in Gaza, with the Palestinians here in 
Gaza,” Lazzarini added.

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights Office 
said the deadly Israeli air strikes on the Gaza 
Strip’s largest refugee camp “could amount to 
war crimes”

Myanmar rebels 
seize vital 
border town
AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s military has lost control of a strategic 
northern town on the Chinese border following days 
of clashes with three ethnic armed groups, a junta 
spokesman said. “Government, administrative 
organisations and security organisations are no 
longer present” in Chinshwehaw town, which 
borders China’s Yunnan province, Zaw Min Tun 
said in a statement late Wednesday. Fighting has 
raged since Friday across a swathe of Myanmar’s 
northern Shan state -- where a billion-dollar rail 
link is planned as part of Beijing’s Belt and Road 
global infrastructure project. The Ta’ang National 
Liberation Army (TNLA), the Arakan Army (AA) 
and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance 
Army (MNDAA) say they have seized several 
military posts and key roads linking Myanmar 
with China, its biggest trade partner.

PHONE TAPPING

India probes 
opposition 
allegations
AFP, New Delhi

India’s cyber security 
unit is investigating 
allegations by opposition 
politicians of attempted 
phone tapping after they 
reported receiving Apple 
iPhone warnings of “state-
sponsored attackers”, 
media reported yesterday.

India’s Computer 
Emergency Response Team 
has opened a probe into 
the complaints, the PTI 
news agency reported.

“Apple will cooperate 
in this probe,” S. Krishnan, 
secretary for the electronics 
and information ministry, 
was quoted as saying.

A young man carries aid parcels on his bicycle as others reload fallen boxes 
onto a truck carrying humanitarian aid that entered the southern Gaza Strip 
from Egypt via the Rafah border crossing yesterday, as battles between 
Israel and Hamas continue. Inset, Palestinians react at the damages at a 
UN-run school sheltering displaced people, following an Israeli strike, in 
Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip. PHOTO: AFP, REUTERS

US, Canadian 
warships cross 
Taiwan Strait
China on ‘alert’

AFP, Beijing

China said yesterday its troops 
were “on constant high 
alert” after US and Canadian 
warships passed through the 
Taiwan Strait, their second 
joint passage in two months. 

The USS Rafael Peralta, an 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, 

and the Royal Canadian Navy’s 
Halifax-class frigate HMCS Ottawa 

conducted a “routine” transit through the strait 
on Wednesday, the US Navy said. “Troops in 
the theatre remain on constant high alert, and 
will resolutely protect national sovereignty and 
security as well as regional peace and stability,” 
Senior Colonel Shi Yi, a spokesman for China’s 
Eastern Theatre Command, said in a statement. 
Shi slammed the latest transit as a “public hype” 
and said its naval and air forces had “trailed their 
entire course.” The ships’ passage comes after two 
warships belonging to the US and Canada sailed 
through the narrow waterway separating the 
island and mainland China on September 9.


