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Dengue claims 15 more lives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 15 dengue patients, four of whom 
are from outside Dhaka, died in the last 24 
hours till yesterday morning.

With the new figure, the total number of 
deaths rose to 1,370, of which 816 are from 
Dhaka, according to Directorate 
General of Health Services. 

With 1,728 new dengue 
cases, the total number of 
dengue cases this year rose to 
2,74,806.

A total of 6,270 dengue 
patients are still undergoing 
treatment at different hospitals 
across the country.

Among the total cases, 2,67,166 
dengue patients have already been released 
from hospitals. 

According to DGHS, 62,382 patients 
were hospitalised last year while total 
number of deaths was 281.

Experts continue to urge the 
government and city corporations to take 

proper steps to kill adult mosquitoes as 
early as possible to control the current 
situation.

Meanwhile, the second phase trial of the 
dengue vaccine has got promising results.

“With three years of follow-up, the 
single-dose tetravalent dengue vaccine, 

TV005, was found well tolerated 
and immunogenic for all four 

serotypes in young children 
to adults, including people 
lacking previous dengue 
exposure,” said Rashidul 
Haque, a senior scientist at 

icddr,b, at a press conference 
yesterday.
Researchers from icddr,b, and 

the Larner College of Medicine at the 
University of Vermont, USA are the first 
to study the promising dengue vaccine in 
Bangladesh.

The third phase trial of the vaccine will 
begin in India this year and Rashidul said 
it would be better if they could do the trial 
jointly.
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SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Jagabandhu Mishtanna 
Bhandar, located in the New 
Market area of Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara, has been a place of 
delight for people in the region 
for nearly a century.  

Known as Jagar Mishti across 
Dhaka, Barishal, and Patuakhali, 
the shop is named after its 
original owner, Jagabandhu 
Howladar, who passed away in 
1991 at the age of 80.

Established in 1930, this 
sweet shop started in a tin 
shed house on a small scale but 
soon started to draw people 
from neighbouring villages and 
districts and went on to become 
extremely popular, especially 
among tourists visiting Kuakata.

The most iconic and popular 
item available at this store is the 

rasgolla, available in two sizes for 
a price of Tk 20 and Tk 30 each.

The rasgolla, made from 
chhana (a variety of local fresh 
cheese) derived from pure milk, 
is a small, round sweet item 
dipped in a hot sugar syrup, or 
‘ras’, and kept that way till the 
temperature comes down. It is 
served along with the syrup.

At Jagar Mishti, the fresh 
rasgollas can be consumed a bit 
warm, while more commonly, the 
sweet is consumed after it cools 
down. It tastes a bit differently in 
the two cases. If warm, rasgolla 
is softer and will literally melt 
in your mouth, while when 
cold, it slightly hardens, but the 
sweetness and aroma remain the 
same -- heavenly.

Around 1,600–2,000 pieces 
of rasgollas are made here every 
day from scratch. Production is 

increased during the winter to 
cater to the higher demand.

Sharif Mohammad Neyamul 
Haque, a customer, said, “I fondly 
recall coming here holding my 
father’s hand when I was a child. 
The sweet that is now priced 
at Tk 30 was Tk 2 when I first 
came here. Even though times 
have changed, the taste of Jagar 
Mishti has not.”

Alongside the rasgolla, 
rasmalai, chhana, sandesh, baby 
sweets, kalojam, curd, nimki, 
and various other varieties of dry 
sweets are also available at the 
shop.

The business is currently being 
run by Nikhil Chandra Howladar 
and Chanchal Howladar, the 
sons of the founder.

“We have retained our father’s 
business, which is intertwined 

JAGAR MISHTI OF KALAPARA

Around 100 years of 
tradition and goodwill
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Raushan 
calls for 
participatory 
elections
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Opposition 
L e a d e r 
R a u s h a n 
E r s h a d 
yesterday in 
parliament 
said the state 
power must be changed 
through elections and that 
election should be free, fair, 
impartial and participatory.

She said this while 
giving the valedictory 
speech in the last session of 
11th parliament.

She said it would be 
better if everyone is invited 
to participate in the 12th 
national election.

Raushan, also chief 
patron of Jatiya Party, 
mentioned that many 
countries are trying to 
influence the national 
election of Bangladesh to 
strengthen their position 
in the geopolitical game.

Meanwhile, JP Secretary 
General Mujibul Haque 
Chunnu yesterday called 
upon Awami League and 
BNP to sit in a dialogue 
to resolve the ongoing 
political crisis ahead of the 
polls.

He also urged Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina to 
prioritise this initiative.

Compared to the last two days, more vehicles, including buses, were seen plying Dhaka roads yesterday amid the countrywide three-day 
blockade, which ended yesterday. The photo was taken in Banani. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


