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Taiwan detects
43 Chinese
warplanes
around island

AFP, Taipei
More than 40 Chinese warplanes were
detected around Taiwan in a day, the
self-ruled island’s defence ministry said
yesterday.

Beijing claims democratic Taiwan as its
own territory to be seized one day, by force
if necessary, and has ratcheted up military
and diplomatic pressures on the island this
year.

Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defence
said in a daily statement that 43 Chinese
aircraft and 7 naval vessels were detected
around the island in a 24-hour period
leading up to 6:00 am yesterday (2200
GMT Tuesday).

The ministry said “37 of the detected
aircraft had crossed the median line of
the Taiwan Strait and entered Taiwan’s

Thousands
in Gaza need

medical aid
WHO says

AFP, Geneva

The World Health Organization welcomed
yesterday’s first evacuations of wounded patients
out of the Gaza Strip, but stressed that thousands
of injured civilians and people with chronic
illnesses also needed treatment. WHO said that
within the Gaza Strip, “thousands of seriously
injured civilians” were in need of treatment. More
than 1,000 patients need kidney dialysis to stay
alive; more than 2,000 patients are on cancer
therapy; 45,000 people have cardiovascular
diseases; and more than 60,000 have diabetes,
WHO'’s Eastern Mediterranean regional branch
said in a statement. “These patients must be able
to have sustained access to health care inside
Gaza. Hospitals and other health facilities must
be protected from bombardment and military
use,” the UN health agency said. Before October
7, around 100 patients a day needed specialised
health treatment outside the Gaza Strip due to
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The median line bisects the
180-kilometre (110-mile) waterway
separating the island from China.

the lack of such services within the territory. The
WHO maintained its call for urgent, accelerated
access for humanitarian aid into and throughout
the Gaza Strip, and access for patients to referral
services outside Gaza.

A man gestures as Palestinians search for casualties a day after Israeli strikes on houses in Jabalia refugee camp in the

northern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

MIDEAST WAR INTENSIFIES N Korea closes COLLINS DICTIONERY

Plastic waste

in rivers may multiple ‘AI’ named Word
carry dangerous UN alarmed embassies of the Yoar

AFP, United Nations
The United Nations chief said Tuesday he
was “deeply alarmed” by the intensifying
conflict between Israel and Hamas, while the
UN refugee agency appealed for the divided
Security Council to act.

The 15-member Council has not adopted

and I am dismayed by reports that two-thirds
of those who have been killed are women
and children.”

Guterres also underlined his fears “about
the risk of a dangerous escalation beyond
Gaza.”

The United Nations high commissioner
for refugees urged the UN Security Council

microbes
Study says

AFP, Paris

Plastic litter in rivers might be allowing

REUTERS, Scoul

North Korea is poised to
close as many as a dozen
embassies including in
Spain, Hong Kong, and
multiple  countries in

AFP, London

The abbreviation of artificial intelligence (Al)
has been named the Collins Word of the Year for
2023, the dictionary publisher said on Tuesday.
Lexicographers at Collins Dictionary said use of
the term had “accelerated” and that it had become
the dominant conversation of 2023. “We know
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On  Monday, North
Korean state media outlet
KCNA said the country’s
ambassadors paid
“farewell” visits to Angolan
and Ugandan leaders last
week, and local media in

the brunt of the current
fighting from the outset,” he
said in his statement.

“I repeat my utter condemnation of
the acts of terror perpetrated by Hamas on
7 October. There is never any justification
for the Kkilling, injuring and abduction of

author Vinko Zadjelovic of the University
of Antofagasta in Chile. “This could have
indirect but significant implications for
human health,” he told AFP. Antibiotic
resistance is a growing public health
threat. In 2019, infections related to
antibiotic resistance are estimated to have

humanitarian goal.
“Palestinians do not want to
leave Gaza. They want aid to come
into Gaza and that should be the priority,”
he said.
Some Security Council draft texts have
been blocked by the United States because

Northern Consumer Products Ltd. (In Liquidation)

The creditors of the Company Northem Consumer Products Lid. (In
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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
Mohammadi smuggles out
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e-GP: Tender Notice No. 08 (2023-2024)

e-Tender is invited in the e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd)
for the procurement of the following goods. Details are given below:
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the 5l-year-old activist and journalist
expressed “sincere gratitude” to the
Norwegian Nobel committee.
Mohammadi -- who was awarded
the prize in early October “for her fight
against the oppression of women in Iran”
— once again criticised the requirement
for women in Iran to wear a headscarf,

“Victory is not easy, but it is certain,”
imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize winner
and women’s rights activist Narges
Mohammadi, said in a message
smuggled out of her Tehran cell and
published late Tuesday.

In the message, read out in French
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