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Taiwan detects 
43 Chinese 
warplanes 
around island
AFP, Taipei

More than 40 Chinese warplanes were 
detected around Taiwan in a day, the 
self-ruled island’s defence ministry said 
yesterday.

Beijing claims democratic Taiwan as its 
own territory to be seized one day, by force 
if necessary, and has ratcheted up military 
and diplomatic pressures on the island this 
year.

Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defence 
said in a daily statement that 43 Chinese 
aircraft and 7 naval vessels were detected 
around the island in a 24-hour period 
leading up to 6:00 am yesterday (2200 
GMT Tuesday).

The ministry said “37 of the detected 
aircraft had crossed the median line of 
the Taiwan Strait and entered Taiwan’s 
southwest and southeast (air identification 
zone) ADIZ”.

The median line bisects the 
180-kilometre (110-mile) waterway 
separating the island from China.

Plastic waste 
in rivers may 
carry dangerous 
microbes
Study says
AFP, Paris

Plastic litter in rivers might be allowing 
dangerous pathogens to hitch-hike 
downstream, a new study published 
yesterday found.

The research, which focused on one 
UK river, found that dumped plastic, 
wooden sticks and the water itself were 
a breeding ground for communities of 
microorganisms, potentially providing a 
reservoir for bacteria and viruses known 
to cause human diseases and antibiotic 
resistance.

“Our findings indicate that plastics 
in freshwater bodies may contribute to 
the transport of potential pathogens and 
antibiotic resistance genes,” said lead 
author Vinko Zadjelovic of the University 
of Antofagasta in Chile. “This could have 
indirect but significant implications for 
human health,” he told AFP. Antibiotic 
resistance is a growing public health 
threat. In 2019, infections related to 
antibiotic resistance are estimated to have 
killed 2.7 million people worldwide. By 
2050 they are predicted to cause 10 million 
deaths worldwide, according to the study, 
published in the journal Microbiome.

Thousands 

in Gaza need 

medical aid
WHO says
AFP, Geneva

The World Health Organization welcomed 
yesterday’s first evacuations of wounded patients 
out of the Gaza Strip, but stressed that thousands 
of injured civilians and people with chronic 
illnesses also needed treatment. WHO said that 
within the Gaza Strip, “thousands of seriously 
injured civilians” were in need of treatment. More 
than 1,000 patients need kidney dialysis to stay 
alive; more than 2,000 patients are on cancer 
therapy; 45,000 people have cardiovascular 
diseases; and more than 60,000 have diabetes, 
WHO’s Eastern Mediterranean regional branch 
said in a statement. “These patients must be able 
to have sustained access to health care inside 
Gaza. Hospitals and other health facilities must 
be protected from bombardment and military 
use,” the UN health agency said. Before October 
7, around 100 patients a day needed specialised 
health treatment outside the Gaza Strip due to 
the lack of such services within the territory. The 
WHO maintained its call for urgent, accelerated 
access for humanitarian aid  into and throughout 
the Gaza Strip, and access for patients to referral 
services outside Gaza.

COLLINS DICTIONERY

‘AI’ named Word 
of the Year
AFP, London

The abbreviation of artificial intelligence (AI) 
has been named the Collins Word of the Year for 
2023, the dictionary publisher said on Tuesday. 
Lexicographers at Collins Dictionary said use of 
the term had “accelerated” and that it had become 
the dominant conversation of 2023. “We know 
that AI has been a big focus this year in the way 
that it has developed and has quickly become as 
ubiquitous and embedded in our lives as email, 
streaming or any other once futuristic, now 
everyday technology,” Collins managing director 
Alex Beecroft said. “Use of the word as monitored 
through our Collins Corpus is always interesting 
and there was no question that this has also been 
the talking point of 2023,” Beecroft said.

N Korea closes 
multiple 
embassies 
worldwide
REUTERS, Seoul

North Korea is poised to 
close as many as a dozen 
embassies including in 
Spain, Hong Kong, and 
multiple countries in 
Africa, according to media 
reports and analysts, in a 
move that could see nearly 
25 percent of Pyongyang’s 
missions close worldwide.

North Korea’s recent 
closing of its diplomatic 
missions was a sign that 
the reclusive country 
is struggling to make 
money overseas because 
of international sanctions, 
South Korea’s unification 
ministry said on Tuesday.

On Monday, North 
Korean state media outlet 
KCNA said the country’s 
ambassadors paid 
“farewell” visits to Angolan 
and Ugandan leaders last 
week, and local media in 
both African countries 
reported the shutdown 
of the North’s embassies 
there.

A man gestures as Palestinians search for casualties a day after Israeli strikes on houses in Jabalia refugee camp in the 
northern Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

MIDEAST WAR INTENSIFIES

UN alarmed
AFP, United Nations

The United Nations chief said Tuesday he 
was “deeply alarmed” by the intensifying 
conflict between Israel and Hamas, while the 
UN refugee agency appealed for the divided 
Security Council to act.

The 15-member Council has not adopted 
any resolution on the three-week-long 
war in the Middle East, rejecting 
four drafts.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said 
that the escalating 
fighting included 
“ground operations 
by the Israel Defense 
Forces accompanied by 
intense air strikes, and 
the continued rocket 
fire towards Israel from 
Gaza.”

“Civilians have borne 
the brunt of the current 
fighting from the outset,” he 
said in his statement.

“I repeat my utter condemnation of 
the acts of terror perpetrated by Hamas on 
7 October. There is never any justification 
for the killing, injuring and abduction of 
civilians. I appeal for the immediate and 
unconditional release of those civilians held 
hostage by Hamas.

“I condemn the killing of civilians in Gaza 

and I am dismayed by reports that two-thirds 
of those who have been killed are women 
and children.”

Guterres also underlined his fears “about 
the risk of a dangerous escalation beyond 
Gaza.”

The United Nations high commissioner 
for refugees urged the UN Security Council 

to unite and back a ceasefire.
“A humanitarian ceasefire 
can at least stop this spiral 

of death and I hope that 
you will overcome your 

divisions and exercise 
your authority in 
demanding one,” 
Filippo Grandi told the 
Security Council in 
New York.

Grandi later told 
reporters that bringing 

help into Gaza was 
the most important 

humanitarian goal.
“Palestinians do not want to 

leave Gaza. They want aid to come 
into Gaza and that should be the priority,” 

he said.
Some Security Council draft texts have 

been blocked by the United States because 
they did not mention Israel’s right to defend 
itself, while one was stymied by Russia and 
China in particular because it did not clearly 
call for a ceasefire.
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Govt out to eliminate BNP
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adopting all methods to 
eliminate democracy from the 
country. They are doing this 
desperately,” Rizvi said.

The opposition leaders 
and supporters are being 
subjected to repression as they 
are in a movement to restore 
freedom of speech and all 
democratic rights, he added.

The BNP leader claimed 
that at least 2,563 party 
leaders and activists have been 
arrested across the country in 
55 new cases since October 28. 
The cases have been filed over 
the BNP’s October 28 grand 
rally at Nayapaltan, Sunday’s 

hartal and the ongoing 
blockade.

He said 3,436 BNP leaders 
and activists were injured 
and nine people, including 
a journalist, were killed in 
police actions during those 
programmes.

Talking about Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
press conference, Rizvi said, 
“She lied blatantly in front 
of the whole nation at a 
press conference at the Gono 
Bhaban [on Tuesday]. How 
do you [PM] refute what 
the countrymen and the 
international community 
have closely observed? The UN 

Human Rights Commission 
has said people wearing 
helmets and masks belong to 
the ruling party.”

The BNP leader said party 
standing committee member 
Mirza Abbas was placed on 
five-day remand yesterday 
after being arrested on 
Tuesday night. 

“This is oppression. He 
[Abbas] is suffering from 
various diseases, including 
diabetes… I strongly condemn 
and protest the persecution 
and torture of BNP leaders 
and activists in prisons by the 
jail authorities,” he said.


