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Yousuf Ali, a street fruit juice 
vendor, borrowed Tk 70,000 
from his relatives to buy his 
van after city corporation 
officials dismantled his 
previous one just before Eid-
ul-Azha in Bijoynagar area.

“I could not repay the 
loans yet. I do not know 
what will happen if the van 
is torched during hartal or 
blockade...  I know I may be 
killed during violence. But 
I have no other option but 
to be on the streets with 
my cart to maintain my 
family,” he said.

Despite risking his safety, 
Yousuf’s rewards till 11:00am 
were poor -- he could make 

only Tk 60 in sales. During 
Sunday’s hartal, his sales 
through the entire day 
amounted to just Tk 200.

Yousuf said his mother 
has been ill at his ancestral 
home in Lakshmipur’s 
Ramganj upazila and 
doctors told them to feed 
her pomegranate daily.

“I do not know how I 
would manage money for 
her medicine and fruits,” 
he told The Daily Star 
yesterday morning.

“If programmes like hartal 
or blockade continue in the 
days ahead, it will only heap 
more and more misery on us,” 
Younus, who sells old clothes 
and bags in Gulistan, said.

Oct marred
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making it unfavourable for 
all parties to carry out their 
programmes.”

“Counter programmes 
of the ruling and opposition 
parties and their aggressive 
exchange of words towards 
each other created fear and 
anxiety in the public mind. 
For the entire month, 
people have passed time in 
deep anxiety,” it also read.

The incidents of violence 
that occurred on October 
28 during the grand rallies 
of the ruling Awami League 
and BNP, held close to each 
other on the same day, was 
unprecedented, said the 
report.

The MSF strongly 

denounced the killing 
of a police officer and 
an opposition activist, 
assaults on journalists, 
arson attacks, and attacks 
on the chief justice’s 
residence, and called for 
the punishment of those 
responsible.

“In addition, kidnapping 
of citizens, political leaders 
and activists under the guise 
of law enforcement agencies 
continued throughout the 
month, which is frightening. 
Not only that, deaths in 
custody are also happening,” 
MSF said.

The report also said the 
cyber security law is being 
misused to create a barrier 
to freedom of expression.
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Prof Abul 
Kashem new 
VC of UIU
STAR REPORT

Prof Md 
A b u l 
K a s h e m 
Mia joined 
the United 
I n t e r n a -
t i o n a l 
University 
(UIU) as its vice chancellor 
on October 17, said a press 
release.

Prior to this 
appointment, he held 
the position of pro-VC 
at UIU. Previously, he 
served as a professor in the 
Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering 
at Bangladesh University 
of Engineering and 
Technology (Buet). 

In 2018-2019, he also 
held the position of dean 
of the School of Science 
& Engineering at UIU.  
Prof Kashem earned his 
PhD from the Department 
of System Information 
Sciences at Tohoku 
University, Japan, in 1998, 
and he obtained his MS 
from the same university 
in 1995. He completed 
his Master’s in Computer 
Science and Engineering 
and Bachelor’s in 
Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering from 
Buet in 1992 and 1989, 
respectively.

BNP accuses PM
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issuing threats and letting 
the law enforcers loose, but 
it will not be able to scare 
and silence everyone, he 
said.

Earlier in the day, while 

addressing a press conference 
arranged at the Gono 
Bhaban, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina said BNP 
has again proved that it is a 
terrorist party by resorting to 
violence on Saturday.

Married
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UGC chairman to conduct 
an enquiry into whether 
there are discriminatory 
provisions in the rules 
regarding seat allocations 
in the halls of all public and 
private universities. 

It asked them to submit 
the report by March 1, 
Deputy Attorney General 
Amit Das Gupta told The 
Daily Star.

Senior lawyer Barrister 
Sara Hossain, advocate 
Priya Ahsan Chowdhury, 
advocate Aynunnahar 
Siddiqua and advocate 
Ayesha Aktar appeared for 
the petitioners.

Abul Hasnat’s 
third death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is 
the third 
d e a t h 
a n n i v e r -
sary of 
l i t e r a r y 
and art 
critic Abul 
Hasnat, said a press release.

On this day in 2020, the 
editor of monthly literary 
magazine “Kali O Kalam” 
passed away at the age of 75.

On the occasion, 
Qurankhwani and prayers 
will be held at his house. 

A wreath will be placed 
at his grave at Mirpur 
Shaheed Intellectuals’ 
Graveyard.

Abul Hasnat was born on 
July 17, 1945 in Old Dhaka. 

He made immemse 
contribution to different 
genres of literature such as 
novels and poetry.

He was also the editor 
of a quarterly magazine 
“Shilpa O Shilpi”.

Abul Hasnat received 
Bangla Academy Award in 
2013.
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Low turnout 
at schools
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30-35 percent of their 
morning-shift students 
were present.

“Parents are in fear due 
to the blockade. I was also 
in fear. What will parents 
do during such political 
instability?” she asked.

A similar turnout 
was seen at Government 
Laboratory High School 
and Ideal School and 
College in Motijheel, 
according to school 
sources.

The government sent a 
directive to all primary and 
secondary schools in July 
to complete final exams 
by November 30, keeping 
the upcoming national 
election in mind.

But as the political 
situation has worsened, 
parents and teachers 
are now worried about 
meeting this deadline. 

However, school 
authorities said they have 
already completed exam 
preparations.

Meanwhile, many 
private schools, especially 
the English-medium ones, 
held their classes online, 
while some remained 
closed.

“My son did not have 
to step out of the house 
as the school authority 
arranged online classes 
for them,” said Fahima 
Rahman, mother of a 
tenth grader at Sunnydale 
School.

A few students came to classes at the Monipur High 
School and College due to the ongoing three-day 
blockade. PHOTO: STAR

Hold dialogue 
to resolve crisis
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saying that polls will be 
held on time. How will the 
elections be held? Like 
that of 2014? What is the 
answer?”

About the ongoing 
movement of RMG workers, 
JP MP Kazi Firoz Rashid 
said garment workers who 
were killed in police firing, 
took to the streets only to 
press home their demand 
to increase wages.

“They took to the streets 
out of their pain and 
hunger. But they were shot 
dead,” he added.

Meanwhile, at a briefing 
at Gono Bhaban yesterday, 
the prime minister rejected 
the possibility to hold any 
dialogue with BNP.

Farmers suffer for 
faulty sluice gate

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A faulty sluice gate on the Betai river 
between Kishoreganj’s Tarail upazila 
and Mymensingh’s Nandail is affecting 
agricultural activities for past 20 years.

The Water Development Board 
constructed the sluice gate on the 
river in Chikney village under Tarail 
in 1990 to maintain water level and 
benefit agricultural activities on 
both sides of the river.

However, four out of six doors of 
the sluice gate became damaged and 
blocked after severe flood in 2004, and 
have not been repaired since then. 

As a result, water cannot be 
drained properly during monsoon, 
causing waterlogging in adjacent 
areas and croplands in 20 villages 
including Kholapara, Borail, 
Uluhati, Bonati, Outergati, Outpara, 
Bilbadera, Purbo Darilla, Kandiura, 
Panch Darilla, Gangail, Pankarhati, 
and Rajgati in Nandail.   

Locals alleged that the sluice gate 
has not been maintained properly by 
the authorities since the 2004 flood, 
causing its doors to become clogged 
by garbage and water hyacinth.

Farmers have not been able to get 
their expected agricultural yield as 
the area gets submerged even after 
moderate rain. The situation has 
worsened in recent years.

Anisur Rahman Liton, a farmer 
of Kholapara village, said his aman 
paddy saplings on 250-decimal land 
was damaged due to waterlogging 
after recent rainfall. “I depend on the 
earnings from Aman crop to support 
my family. I don’t know how I will be 
able to feed  them,” he said.

Jitu Mia, a farmer of Borail village, 
echoed him.

Fazlur Rahman, member of 
Rajgati union parishad, said the 
sluice gate has been affecting the 
farmers involved in paddy and 
summer vegetable cultivation. 

Iftekhar Momtaj Khokon, Rajgati 
UP chairman, said he along with 
Nandail UNO Arun Krishna Paul 
recently visited the spot and found 
the sluice gate’s doors blocked.

Krishna said he talked with 
officials concerned for immediate 
steps in this regard. 

“The sluice gate was constructed 
33 years ago. In this period, many 
environmental changes have taken 
place and so it may be necessary 
to construct a new sluice gate to 
mitigate sufferings,” said Md Motiur 
Rahman, BWDB executive engineer 
in Kishoreganj. 

Steps will be taken to repair the 
existing one, he added. 


