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Rajshahi sees two
murders within 5hrs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Within the span of approximately five hours on Sunday,
Rajshahi witnessed two murders.

Around 11:30pm, Golam Kazem Ali Ahmed, an
assistant professor at Shah Makhdum Medical College and
Hospital, was killed near the city’s Bornali Rail Crossing.

The physician was returning home to Uposhohor
Housing Estate on his motorcycle from his private practice
in Laxmipur, said Jamilur Rahman, additional deputy
commissioner of RMP. A gang of criminals in a microbus
intercepted him at the level crossing, stabbed him in the
chest and right arm, and sped away.

Locals took him to RMCH, where he was declared dead.

Kazem Ali was a former president of Rajshahi Medical
College unit of Chhatra Shibir, according to his brother,
Golam Azam Ali Ahmed. The victim’s wife filed a murder
case against unidentified people with Rajpara Police Station.

Doctors protested at Shaheb Bazar, demanding
the arrest of the criminals, while Bangladesh Medical
Association condemned the killing.

Earlier, around 8:00pm, police recovered the body of
Ershad Ali Dulal, a 48-year-old medical practitioner, in
the City Hat area.

There were stab wounds in the body, said ADC Jamilur
Rahman. Two hours prior, Dulal was forcibly taken
from his shop at Kristaganj Bazar in Paba by masked
individuals. Dulal’s brother, Alauddin, said the criminals
fired gunshots when some locals attempted to intervene.

He filed a murder case with Chandrima Police Station.

Police are investigating both the cases.

Why such haste
in passing bills?
Mukabbir Khan asks JS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gonoforum leader and lawmaker Mukabbir Khan
criticised the government in parliament yesterday for
hasty passage of bills at the very end of the present
government’s tenure.

A total of 22 bills are expected to be passed in the
nine working days of the ongoing 25th session of Jatiya
Sangsad, the last session of the 11th parliament, which will
continue till November 2. Earlier, 18 bills were passed in
the last session of the 10th parliament.

Mukabbir said the government is trying to update
several old laws, which is positive. But in the last phase of
the government’s tenure, it is difficult to say which law is
being placed and passed in the House.

“I fear the government has lost confidence in itself. Is
the government assuming that they will not be able to stay
in power or will not be able to form a government through
the next elections?” he asked.
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Livelihoods lost in blaze

117 shops gutted in Narsingdi’s Baburhat Market fire

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi
“I have become a beggar overnight.
My 15 years of hard work has been
reduced to ashes.”

Md Abul Hossain, 40, owner
of “Maa Fabrics” at Baburhat
wholesale clothes market in
Madhabdi of Narsingdi, was wailing
in front of his store yesterday, after
a blaze destroyed the market on
Sunday night.

“The fire burnt down clothes
worth Tk 70 lakh in my shop. I had
loaned from different sources to
procure the products. How am I
going o pay them back?” he said.

Kazal Mia, 56, owner of S Tech,
another shop, said, “My shop had
16,000 pieces of clothes worth Tk
1.20 crore, with prices ranging from
Tk 800-1,200. All of it has been
destroyed in the fire. I don’t know
how I will turn around from this
disaster. I have no savings, and I have
a Tk 20 lakh bank loan to pay back.”

Kazal has been a cloth-trader for
28 years at the market.

Like Abul Hossain and Kazal,
about 250 businessmen lost their
livelihood in the blaze.

Locals said the fire originated

around 11:00pm and came under
control around I:45am after 17
firefighting doused the blaze. No
one was injured in the incident.

Of around 5,000 shops in the
market, 117 were gutted in the
blaze while about 500 shoppers
became unemployed, according to
Baburhat Market Association.

Md Gias Uddin, president of
the association, said, “We suspect
that the fire originated from short
circuit and damaged goods worth
about Tk 100 crore.”

“We are trying to stand by
the victims to help them resume
their businesses and demand the
government to compensate them,”
Gias, also chairman of Shimandi
Union Parishad, added.

“Besides, a bridge near the
market was broken. Fire service
could have reached earlier if it
wasn’t the case. This has intensified
the damages,” he added.

Narsingdi Sadar UNO Asma
Sultana Nasrin said they have set up
a help desk to identify the victims
and 117 shop owners enlisted their
names Lill yesterday evening.

“A five-member committee
has been formed by the upazila
administration to investigate the
incident,” Asma, also a member of
the probe body, said.

Md Nazrul Islam Hiro, local
lawmaker, and officials of the
upazila  administration  have
already visited the market and
assured the victims of help from the
government, the UNO added.

Nazrul Islam Hiro blamed
mismanagement of the market
authorities as the cause for the
incident.

“I've directed the authorities to
find out those responsible for the
incident and why the broken bridge
was not repaired earlier,” he said.

“The victims will be helped to
restart their businesses,” the MP
added.

Hasina, Modi to open
2 rail lines on Nov 1

STAR REPORT

The Akhaura-Agartala rail line is set to be
inaugurated on November 1.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi will virtually join the
inaugural ceremony, said Abu Zafar Mia, director
of Akhaura-Agartala Railway Project.

Meanwhile, Hasina and Modi will also
inaugurate the Khulna-Mongla track the same
day, said Ahmed Hossain Masum, chiel engineer
of the project, reports UNB.

According to the project officials, in July
2018, the Indian contractor Texmeco Rail and
Engineering Limited started the construction of
the Akhaura-Agartala railway.

The Bangladesh part of the 12.24 km long
railway is 6.78km.

Meanwhile, the Khulna-Mongla track project
was approved at an Ecnec meeting on December
21, 2010. The work began in November 2016.

Initially, the project was scheduled to be
completed within May, 2020. But it experienced
both time and cost overruns. The construction
work of the approximately 90km rail line was
completed at a cost of Tk 4,260 crore.

The Akhaura-Agartala rail line.

PHOTO: STAR

Waste-to-energy
plant underway
LGRD minister tells JS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the first time, the construction of anincineration
plant to generate electricity has been undertaken at
Aminbazar landfill under DNCC, LGRD Minister
Tazul Islam told parliament yesterday.

He said this in reply to a query from Morshed
Alam, ruling Awami League MP from Noakhali-2.

Tazul said 17,054 tonnes of solid waste is
produced daily in 12 city corporations and the
initiative aims to convert it into a resource.

“Fighty-one acres of land have already been
acquired for the project.. such initiatives have
also been taken in Narayanganj and other city
corporations,” he said.
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