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Gazans look
for loved ones
as blackout
eases

REUTERS, Gaza

Gazans searched for loved
ones and heard news of
family members killed as
communications gradually
returned to the enclave
yesterday after a near total
blackout as Israel’s troops
and armour pushed into
the Hamas-ruled enclave.

Shaban  Ahmed, a
public servant who works
as an engineer and has
five children, described
the Israeli attacks as
“doomsday”.

“This morning, Sunday,
I discovered that my cousin
has been Kkilled in an air
strike on their house on
Friday,” Ahmed, who stayed
in Gaza City despite an
Israeli warning to evacuate
south, told Reuters.

“We only knew today.
Israel cut us off from the
world in order to wipe us
out, but we are hearing the
sounds of explosions and
we are proud the resistance
fighters have stopped them
at metres distance.”

US says Israel
must protect
civilians in
Gaza

REUTERS, Washington

Israel has a responsibility to
protect the lives of innocent
people in Gaza, White
House national security
adviser Jake Sullivan said
yesterday amid a growing
outcry over Palestinian
civilian deaths.

With the death toll in the
Gaza Strip in the thousands
and climbing, US President
Joe Biden’s administration
has been under increasing
pressure (o make clear
that its steadfast support
of Israel does not translate
into a blanket endorsement
of all that its ally is doing in
the impoverished coastal
enclave.

In a round of television
interviews, Sullivan said
Washington was asking
hard questions of Israel,
including on issues
surrounding humanitarian
aid, distinguishing between
terrorists and innocent
civilians and on how Israel
is thinking through its
military operation.

“What we believe is that
every hour, every day of this
military operation, the IDF
(Israel Defense Forces), the
Isracli government should
be taking every possible
means available to them
to distinguish between
Hamas terrorists who are
legitimate military targets
and civilians who are not,”
Sullivan said on CNN.

This image taken from the Israeli border with the Gaza Strip yesterday, shows black smoke ascending from the Gaza Strip amid the ongoing
battles between Israel and the Palestinian group Hamas.

Israeli actions ‘may
force everyone’ to act

Says Iran’s Raisi; Turkey-Israel ties in tatters over

AFP, Tehran

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
yesterday said Israel's ongoing
bombardment of Gaza “may force
everyone” to actin the latest warning
issued by the Islamic republic
since the start of the Isracl-Hamas
conflict.

Israel has been pounding the tiny
Palestinian territory since Hamas
gunmen stormed across the border
on October 7 and, according to
Israeli officials, killed more than
1,400 people, most of them civilians.

Since then, more than 8,000
people have been killed, half of them
children, according to the health
ministry in Hamas-run Gaza, an
impoverished strip of land which is
home to 2.4 million people.

“The crimes of the Zionist regime
have crossed the red lines, and this
may force everyone to take action,”
Raisi said on X, formerly Twitter,
yesterday.

“Washington asks us to not do
anything, but they keep giving
widespread support to Israel,” he
said.

“The US sent messages to the
Axis of Resistance but received a
clear response on the battlefield,”
he said, using a term often used
by Iranian officials to refer to the
Islamic republic and its allies like
Lebanon’s  Hezbollah, Yemen’s
Huthis and other Shia forces in Iraq
and Syria.

Although it was not immediately
clear what he was referring to,

Erdogan address

there have been a string of attacks
on US forces in Iraq and Syria as
well as increasing exchanges of fire
between Hezbollah and Israeli forces
on the Lebanon border since the
Gaza conflict began.

Meanwhile, Israel said Saturday
it was recalling its diplomatic staff
from Turkey after President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan delivered a fierce
attack on its military operation
against Hamas in Gaza.

The announcement dealt a body
blow to the sides’ nascent efforts
to restore political and economic
relations after a decade of all but
frozen ties.

Israel and Turkey - an
overwhelmingly Muslim nation that
forms the bulwark of Nato defences
on the edge of the Middle Fast
had only just agreed to reappoint

ambassadors last year.

Iran, which financially and
militarily backs Hamas, hailed the
October 7 attacks as a “success”.

But it has insisted it was not
involved in the onslaught, during
which 230 people were also taken
hostage, according to Israeli
authorities.

“Iran considers it its duty to
support the resistance groups,
but .. the resistance groups are
independent in their opinion,
decision, and action,” the Iranian
president said in an interview with
Al Jazeera on Saturday, according
to excerpts released by state news
agency IRNA.

“The United States knows very
well our current capabilities and
knows that they are impossible to
overcome,” he said.
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Path to Biden-
Xi meeting
‘not smooth’
Says Chinese FM

AFP, Beijing

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said the path to a
meeting between President
Xi Jinping and Joe Biden
was “not smooth”, state
media reported as the top
diplomat wrapped up a
rare visit to Washington.

Wang met with Biden
and other senior US
officials this week, with
both sides agreeing on
Friday to set up a meeting
between the leaders next
month.

Biden has invited Xi to
San Francisco in November
for the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit at a time of
tense relations between the
two powers. Xi has not yet
confirmed he will come.

Wang on  Saturday
told the audience at a
Washington event hosted
by the Aspen Strategy
Group that “both sides
hope to stabilise and
improve bilateral relations
as soon as possible and
agreed to work together
toward a San Francisco
summit between the two
heads of state,” state news
agency Xinhua reported.

“The path to San
Francisco is not smooth
and cannot be left to
‘autopilot’,” Wang warned,
according to Xinhua.

Biden and Xi have had
no contact since a meeting
in Bali in November 2022.

Three killed in clashes, arson attacks during hartal
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Bus helper Nayem, 22, was
killed and the bus driver was
injured after unidentified
arsonists set their vehicle
on fire around 3:00am
yesterday, said Demra
police.

In Lalmonirhat, hartal
supporters stabbed AL
activist  Jahangir  Alam,
44, to death and wounded
another during a clash
between BNP-Jamaat
activists and AL supporters,
said district AL and the
police.

Jahangir was a member
of Gokunda Union unit AL
and General Secretary of
Lalmonirhat Sadar Upazila
Load-unload Sramik Union.

Injured Raju Islam, 36, is
a former general secretary
of Mahedranagar union
Swechchhasebak League.

Both of them were
stabbed in the heads, hands,
legs, and backs.

Jahangir died at
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital and Raju was in
critical condition there.

Witnesses  said  the
clashes broke out when a
group of AL activists tried to
chase away some 100 BNP
Jamaat supporters  who
brought out a procession

and kept hitting shutters
of closed shops with sticks
in Mahendranagar Khan
Market area.

The hartal supporters
stabbed the two AL activists,
said district AL General
Secretary Matiar Rahman.

Omar Farooq, OC of
Lalmonirhat Sadar Police
Station, said police had to
fire teargas canisters to
bring the situation under
control.

Around noon, AL
activists, after a “peace
rally”, torched the district
Sramik Dal office on Station
Road. They also set fire
to a rest-house owned by
Lalmonirhat district BNP

President Asadul Habib
Dulu at Mission Mor.

In the capital’s
Mohammadpur, Abdur
Rashid, the local
government affairs

secretary of Adabor ward-
30 unit of the BNP, died
after falling from an under
construction building.
According to
eyewitnesses, a  group
of people set a bus on
fire around 10:20am in
Mohammadpur Town Hall
area. After the incident,
10 to 12 people were seen
chasing Rashid with sticks.

Rashid ran into the
under-construction
building and fell from the
rooftop while trying tojump
onto another building, said
eyewitness Babul Miah.

Mahfuzul Haque
Bhuyan, officer-in-charge
of Mohammadpur Police
Station, gave a similar
account.

However, Aminul
Haque, member secretary
of Dhaka city BNP’s north
unit, alleged that AL
activists pushed Rashid off
the roof.

In Faridpur, 40-year
old Renjuara Begum died
allegedly of a heart attack
during a police raid on her
home early yesterday.

Her husband SM
Ikram Hossain is the
rural development affairs
secretary of Charyashordi
union BNP unit.

Ikram said Renjuara, a
government school teacher,
was home alone and she fell
ill when police went there
looking for him and started
ransacking the house.
Relatives and neighbours
took her to a hospital where
doctors declared her dead,
Ikram said.

Nagarkanda Police
Station OC Miraj Hossain

said they searched the
house but did nothing
that could cause panic. He
said he was not aware of
anyone’s death.

In Bogura, Mohiuddin
Mahi, 9, suffered shotgun
pellet injuries to an eye,
head and chest during a
clash between police and
pickets. The boy went to the
scene near his home after
hearing a commotion.

“My son can’'t see
anything with his right
eye,” said Mohiuddin’s
father Abdur Rob of
Kholaghar. Mohiuddin is
the TMSS Medical College
Hospital.

Witnesses said police
fired from shotguns to
disperse  pickets  who
blocked the Bogura
Rangpur highway at Gokul
around 9:30am and started
vandalising vehicles.

The hartal supporters
made announcements
using horn speakers of a
mosque and threw brick
chunks at two ambulances,
injuring six people
including a child, said
Superintendent of Bogura
Police Sudip Kumar
Chakraborty.

Police fired teargas and
shot rubber bullets, he said.

Asked about Mohiuddin,
he said they have to have a
enquiry on how the boy got
shot.

Around noon, pickets
blocked the Bogra
Rangpur  highway in
Baghopara and threw brick
chunks at Bogura Sadar
Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Feroza Parveen’s vehicle.
She was unhurt.

In Natore, district BNP
member Saiful Islam Aftab
was shot by AL activists
near his home at Station

Bazar around 8:30am,
claimed Natore district
BNP convener Shahidul

Islam Bachchu.

Aftab is at Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital.

Police said they were
verifying whether such an
incident took place.

Incidents of sporadic
violence were reported from
Sylhet, Narayanganj, and
Cumilla.

The BNP called the
hartal in response to the
police action that forced
the party to abruptly end
its rally in Nayapaltan on
Saturday. Jamaat-e-Islami
also enforced a nationwide
strike separately in protest
of police action and arrests
of its leaders and activists.

PRAYER MEETING

Serial blasts kill

one in Kerala
45 injured; 48-yr-old
suspect Surr ender S

NDTV ONLINE

One woman was killed and 45 were injured in a
series of blasts at a convention centre in India’s
southern state of Kerala yesterday, sending
shockwaves across the country. At least three
blasts were reported within minutes after the
prayer meeting started. The incident took place
during a Jehovah’s Witnesses convention at the
centre in Kalamassery, about 10 kilometres from
Kochi. Hours after the blasts, a 48-year-old man
claimed responsibility and has surrendered. The
suspect, Dominic Martin, has claimed that he
belongs to the same Christian denomination that
organised the prayer meet. Security has been
tightened in New Delhi and Mumbai following
the blasts. The meet was attended by nearly 2,000
people. People who were present at the convention
centre told the media that the first blast occurred
in the middle of a prayer. Officials said explosives
had been placed inside a tiffin box. Kalamassery
MP Hibi Eden said that the first explosion occurred
in the centre of the hall. He added that the group
had an evacuation plan which kicked into action
immediately after the first blast. “Luckily, they had
an evacuation plan. Every time the group meets,
they discuss and prepare an evacuation plan. But
there was a lot of smoke, which led to a stampede,”
Eden told NDTV.

INDIA’S SPYING CONCERNS

Sri Lanka lets
Chinese ship
conduct research

AFP, Colombo
Sri Lanka has granted
48 hours for a Chinese
vessel to  conduct
marine research off
theisland’s west coast
under  supervision,
the foreign ministry
said yesterday, despite
Indian concerns that
it could be a spy ship.
Ministry spokesman
Kapila  Fonseka  said
Chinese  research  ship
Shi Yan 6, which has been in
Colombo since Wednesday, would be allowed to
carry out work for two days starting today. Farlier,
Sri Lanka allowed the vessel to enter the main
port of Colombo only for “replenishments” over
concerns raised by neighbouring India that the
craft could be used to spy against them. New Delhi
is suspicious of China’s increasing presence in the
Indian Ocean and its influence in Sri Lanka, which
is strategically placed halfway along key east-
west international shipping routes. A spacecraft-
tracking Chinese vessel last year raised security
concerns from India, and Sri Lanka prohibited it
from undertaking any research activities while
in its waters. Fonseka said local scientists will be
onboard Shi Yan 6 during two days of research
activities along the western seaboard of the
island. “Apart from our scientists and researchers,
the Sri Lanka navy too will be monitoring this
vessel,” Fonseka told AFP. The 90-metre (300-
foot) vessel is anchored at the Colombo harbour
where a Chinese state-run company operates a
deep sea terminal. A pair of Chinese submarines
docked there in 2014, raising protests from India.
There was no immediate comment from either
the Chinese or Indian diplomatic missions in Sri
Lanka after Colombo granted limited approvals

to Shi Yan 6.

People chant slogans while holding placards, some of which translate as ‘Reveal
The Truth’ as they attend a vigil in Seoul, South Korea yesterday, to mark the first
anniversary of the tragic crowd crush that killed 159 people during Halloween

celebrations, in Seoul’s popular Itaewon nightlife area a year ago.
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