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Bangladesh
honours fallen

Indian soldiers
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has honoured
Indian soldiers who
embraced martyrdom
during the 1971 Liberation
War and handed over the
“Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Student
Scholarship”.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina introduced the
scholarship during her state
visit to India in September
2022, by conferring it upon
the direct descendants of
Indian war veterans.

The High Commission
of Bangladesh in New
Delhi organised an event
yesterday to honour the
fallen soldiers.

Liberation War Affairs
Minister AKM Mozammel
Huq joined the event as the
chief guest, while India’s
Minister of State for Defence
Ajay Bhatt was the guest
of honour. Lt Col Quazi
Sazzad Ali Zahir, Bir Protik
conducted the programme.

SCC announces
Tk 925.4 crore
budget

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Sylhet City Corporation has
announced a Tk 925.4 crore
budget for fiscal 2023-24.

Mayor Ariful Haque
Choudhury  announced
the budget at a press
conference at the city’s
Arambagh yesterday.

Thisis Ariful’s last budget
as he did not participate in
the recent city polls and the
newly-elected mayor will
take over next month.

In the budget, SCC
showed a total income of
Tk 123.40 crore, including
revenue income of Tk 112.35
crore, while Tk 526.51 crore
will come from different
government projects and
another Tk 37 crore from
market construction.
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Visiting the main irrigation canal recently, this correspondent found 5-10

feet deep ditches - with an average length of 100-150 feet -- have been
created in at least 20 spots due to this unlawful practice. Most trees in the
area have already disappeared.

PHOTO: STAR

TEESTA IRRIGATION PROJECT

Illegal sand lifting,
tree fellg rampant

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Illegal sand lifting and tree felling have
allegedly been going on in the Bangladesh
Water Development Board’s Teesta Irrigation
Project area in Nilphamari.

After the project was commissioned
in 1998, the forest department reached
an agreement with BWDB and planted
thousands of trees on the embankments of
different canals.

Now, some unscrupulous groups have
adopted a strategy to illegally lift sand from
the embankments and also uproot the trees
to sell the sand and wood at high prices.

Due to this, the embankments of vital
irrigation canals may collapse at any moment,
causing inundation of vast areas of aman
paddy fields and homesteads in villages under
Dimla, Jaldhaka and Sadar upazilas of the
district, fear locals.

The 18km long and 278-feet wide main
irrigation canal of the project -- originating
from Teesta River near Teesta Barrage at
Dalia area in Dimla upazila and stretching till
Dundidari areas in Jaldhaka upazila -- is the
worst affected.

Visiting the main irrigation canal recently,
this correspondent found 5-10 feet deep

ditches -- with an average length of 100-150
feet -- have been created in at least 20 spots
due to this unlawful practice.

Most trees in the area have already
disappeared.

Amit Ali, 28, a resident of Uttor Kakra
village in Dimla, said, “Influential people from
nearby Jaldhaka town, Shutibari Bazar and
other places are lifting the sand using tractors.
Their local agents later remove the fallen trees
when BWDB officials are not around.”

Some locals, requesting anonymity, alleged
thatlocal ruling AwamilLeagueleader Lebu Mia
of Khalisha Chapani union in Dimla upazila is
one of those involved in this malpractice.

Few days ago, Lebu Mia’s men dug up

a deep ditch from the edge of the main
irrigation canal near Bagherpul to extract
sand, they also alleged.

On information, BWDB authorities in
Dalia directed Lebu Mia to repair the damage
instantly.

He then filled up the ditch.

Contacted, LebuMia denied the allegations.

“My employees mistakenly dug up the
ditch beside the canal as there was no BWDB
demarcation there. As soon as I was aware of
it, I filled it up,” he said.

“Sand lifting and tree felling from the canal
embankments is a crime. The authorities, in
some incidents, filed cases but due to their
mishandling of the legal procedure, offenders
escaped punishment,” said Moinul Islam,
former chairman of Khalisha Chapani union
parishad.

Azizul Islam, president of Teesta Irrigation
Project Water Management Association, said,
“In previous meetings with BWDB, we proposed
that they hand over canal embankments to us
so that we can do fish farming and irrigation
while also protecting the area.”

Asfauddoula Prince, executive engineer
of BWDB'’s Dalia division, said they have a
manpower shortage, which makes it difficult
for them to curb these criminal activities.

Bangabandhu
tunnel to open
to tratlic Oct 29

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangabandhu Tunnel under the Karnaphuli
river will open to traffic at 6:00pm on October
29, Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul
Quader said yesterday.

After Prime Minister Sheikh Hasinainaugurates
the tunnel on October 28, she will hold a rally
in Anwara of Chattogram, the minister said at a
press conference at Setu Bhaban.

The minister also confirmed that the Agargaon-
Motijheel section (MRT Line-6) of the country’s
first metro rail service will also be opened on
November 4.

The Bangabandhu Tunnel is being built under
the Karnaphuli at a cost of Tk 10,374 crore. There
will be 5.35km-long connecting roads at the
western and eastern ends of the main tunnel and a
727m flyover at the Anwara end.

Restriction on
some Ctg roads

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday imposed traffic restrictions on
some Chattogram roads to ensure the safety
and smooth movement of VVIPs and VIPs on
October 28, when Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will inaugurate the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Tunnel under the Karnaphuli river.

CMP Additional Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Public Relations) Spina Rani confirmed the
matter in a press note.

The premier will also inaugurate and lay the
foundation stones of 19 more projects in Chattogram
on the same day. After inaugurating the tunnel in
Patenga, she will attend the rally in Anwara.

Meanwhile, the Patenga Sea Beach area will be
closed and no one will be allowed to enter from
6:00am today until further notice.

Restrictions will be imposed on vehicular and
public movement on the roads from 5:00am on
October 28, until further notice. No vehicle will be
allowed to travel to Patenga sea beach or Airport
via the Cement Crossing-Kathgar area.

The note said all traveling to the airport are
requested to take a left turn from Cement Crossing
and move through Boat Club road. No one will be
allowed to go to the airport intersection or move
towards the Butterfly Park, tunnel and sea beach
road area.

Besides, vehicular movement will be suspended
on Faujdarhat-Outer Link Road. The port-bound
vehicles are asked to bypass the Outer Link Road
through “City Gate - AK Khan - Sagarika Road
Crossing - Barapul - Nimtala” roads.
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