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Two cousins
Killed in gas
cylinder blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Two teenage boys died in
a gas cylinder explosion in
Birganj upazila of Dinajpur
during Durga Puja
celebrations on Monday
night.

The  deceased were
cousins Simanta Pal, 17,
and Prosenjit Pal, 14, of
Paltapur (Kumarpara)
village under the upazila.

Simanta’s father Nikhil
Chandra Palis a gasballoon
trader. On Monday night
around 8:00pm, Simanta
was inflating a balloon
using gas cylinder, while
Prosenjit was assisting
him, when the cylinder
exploded, leaving them
severely injured.

Locals rushed them to
Birganj Upazila Health
Complex, where both of
them succumbed to their
injuries, said Abdur Razzak,
officer-in-charge of Birganj
Police Station.

The  explosion also
caused damage (o the
family’s house, the OC
added.
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Chowdhury passed away
at his residence in Sylhet
yesterday. He was 97.

He breathed his last
around 3:00am, said his son

Dr Niaz Ahmad Chowdhury.
He left behind one
son, one daughter,

grandchildren, and a host of
relatives to mourn his death.

He will be buried
following a  namaz-e-
janaza at Shahjalal Dargah
Mosque on October 27.

Imam Uddin’s career
included serving as an
advisor to the Shahabuddin
Ahmed caretaker
government, a role he
assumed on January 7,
1991. He was in charge of
the commerce ministry.

He was born on
December 10, 1926, in
Sylhet’s Dakkhin Surma
upazila’s Daudpur village.

He passed the BSc
Engineering examination
with first class in 1951 as
a pioneering student of
DhakaEngineering College.
He then started his career
as an assistant engineer in
the Communication and
Building Department of
the government of FEast

Most houses of this Ashrayan project in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila have been lying amid knee to waist-deep water for the last three months,

causing immense suffering to hundreds of residents. The photos were taken recently.

Ashrayan homes under
water for 3 months

Residents in Khulna’s Dumuria blame poor planning

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

An Ashrayan (shelter) project with
56 houses in Khulna’s Dumuria
upazila has remained inundated for
the last three months, leaving over
a hundred residents amid untold
sufferings.

The project was constructed in
an unplanned manner in a low-
lying area, ignoring objections from
local representatives.

Locals said the shelter was
developed in an area where a river
used to flow even a decade back.

Visiting the shelter project
recently, this correspondent saw
most houses lying amid knee to
waist deep water.

Rabeya Begum, a resident, said
she left their allotted house with
her husband and son three months
ago and moved to a house that is
slightly less sunken, sharing it with
two other families.

“For the last three months,
residents here have been living
amid difficulties. We cannot use the
bathroom in the house as it has dirt
floating inside,” she said.

Abdul Barik, another resident, said
after the shelter became submerged
three months ago during monsoon,
most residents were forced to leave
the shelter and are now renting
houses in neighbouring villages.

“It is true that our government
gave us a house, but what benefit is
it to us if we cannot live in it? The
UNO is yet to visit the shelter after it
became inundated,” he said.

“Before site selection, I repeatedly
requested the then upazila nirbahi
officer not to construct the shelter
there,” said Abdul Goffur Gazi, a
local union parishad member.

“The UNO did the government’s
project whimsically, without
consulting locals. Ultimately poor
people are suffering now,” he

alleged.

Ashraf Hossain, upazila project
implementation officer, said the
project was constructed during the
dry season.

The situation has turned worse
as water cannot drain through the
canal because the Shoilmari river
has become silted and the sluice
gate is not operational, he said.

“It is not our responsibility to
drain the water, it has to be done by
the Water Development Board,” the
upazila PIO added.

Dumuria UNO  Sharif  Asif
Rahman said the upazila parishad
and several surrounding villages are
still waterlogged.

“If the rivers are not dredged,
not only the shelter project, but the
surrounding villages will become
permanently inundated. We are in
touch with departments concerned
to dredge the river and repair the
sluice gates,” he added.
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2 die as truck

overturns

in Sylhet

UNB, Sylhet

Two people were
killed and at least

seven were injured as
a mini truck carrying
them overturned on
Sylhet-Tamabil ~ Road
in Jaintiapur upazila

of  Sylhet vyesterday
morning.

The deceased
Jahangir, 30, and
Moyamin, 28,  were

residents of Itapara area
under Keraniganj upazila.
Md  Tajul  Islam,
officer-in-charge of
Jaintiapur Police Station,
said some people from
Keraniganj came (o
Hazrat Shahjalal Mazar
to offer prayers.
The
occurred
9:30am  when  the
truck carrying them
overturned as the driver
lost control over the
steering, he said. The
truck was on its way Lo

accident
around

Jaflong from Sylhet.
Initially, the
injured were rushed

to Jaintiapur Upazila
Health Complex and
later shifted to Sylhet
Osmani Medical College
Hospital, the OC added.

People suffer
for delay in
bridge work

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

People in Lalmonirhat’s Gaddimari are suffering
as the bridge over Saniajan river is yet to be
completed, even four and a half years after the
construction began.

Locals cross the river using a boat, which costs
Tk 10 per ride.

Nazrul Islam, 65, a farmer of Gaddimari village,
said construction of the bridge was supposed to
be completed three years ago. “We have to cross
the Saniajan river to go to the district town. It
is also a burden when it comes to transporting
agricultural produce. If the bridge is completed
quickly, we will be benefited greatly,” he said.

Abdul Haque, 60, another farmer, said over

1,000 families living in the Teesta

7~ . char areas will be able (o travel

. using the bridge. However,

since it is incomplete, they

' are forced to spend time and

| money to cross the river by
boat.

Local Government
Engineering  Department
sources said work on the

220-metre-long bridge began
at a cost of Tk 22,39,96,300 on
April 13, 2019. It was supposed to

be completed by September 30, 2021.

Islam Traders is the contractor responsible for
constructing the bridge.

The Daily Star couldn’t contact the contractor
despite repeated attempts.

Lalmonirhat LGED Executive Engineer Manjur
Kader Islam said 95 percent of the bridge has
been completed. It will be open to traffic after
construction of the connecting road. Due to the
pandemic, the contractor delayed the construction
of the bridge, he said.
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[U’s discriminatory

CSO Forum on JnU rule
requiring married, pregnant
women (o vacate dorms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The provision at Jagannath University’s residential
hall, requiring married and pregnant women to
vacate, is discriminatory and should be withdrawn
immediately, said CSO Forum for Strengthening
Sustainable SRHR Ecosystem in Bangladesh
yesterday.

On September 25, Dipika Rani Sarker, provost
of Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib Hall of JnU, issued
a notice, directing married and pregnant students
to leave the hall as per rules.

“Such discriminatory provisions and its
implementation in residential halls are very
worrying and condemnable,” read a press release

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer

Education Engineering Department ,
Noakhali District \p il 7/
www.eed.noakhali.gov.bd

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

rores Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh For Patuakhali-1 Invitation for e-Tender (IFT)
Banglaiegh @ Upazila Health Complex e Tender Notice No. 13/e-GP/EED/ND/Code-224016400/2023-2024, Dt: 23/10/2023
< Sarishabari. Jamalpur i by-polls on B . _
B-mail: sharishabari@uhfpo.dghs.gov.bd oo i v The e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for the
' e W SR Nov 26 procurement of following works:
Memo No- Up:Sha:Com:/Sharisha:/Jam:/2023-24/1440 Date- 23/10/2023 ov
. S| | Package No. | Tender Name of Reference Tender Tender
E-Tender Notice STAFF CORRESPONDENT No. ID No. tender Memo No. document | closing &
e-tender will be invited in the National e-Gp System portal (http:www.eprocure.gov.bd) for procurement of - . last selling/ opening
The by-election download date &
flowing goods. o Patuakhali-1 c:-m;n = &Ing ( o
SI. | Tender Pakege No Description | Publication Tender Online Tender constituency will be held {li:tlee] time)
d | d t last tender openin on November 26, said -
LA Sy cellingdownl | closing | date . EC Sccretary Jabangir || 01 | eedndfiosefl | 891577 | Construction | 37.07.0000015. | _Date: Date:
oading date date and time Alam yesterday. works/01 of 6-Storied | 14.001.19.589, | 26.11.2023 | 27.11.2023
and time time The EC announced Academic | Dt 22/08/2023 Time: Time:
1 | 881557 | FY/2023-2024/ MSR Furniture | 25.10.2023 | 07.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 the schedule of Bu|ld|n_g with 16:00pm 11:00am
Furniture/1 268 10.00 16.00 14.40 14.40 the elections after E-Stunaq
2 | 881556 | FY/2023-2024/ | Chamicalsand | 25.10.2023 | 07.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 a meeting of the Foundation
Chamicals and Reagent 10.00 16.00 14.20 14.20 commissioners. of College
Reagent/1268 The last date Building at
3 | 881554 | FY/2023-2024/ Lielen 25.102023 | 07.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 for  submission  of Noakhali
Lielen/1268 10.00 16.00 14.00 14.00 nomination papers  is Government
4 | 881551 | FY/[2023-2024/ Gouze 25.10.2023 | 07.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 November 1, EC Jahangir Women's
Gouze Bandage | Bandage and 10.00 16.00 13.40 13.40 said, adding that the College,
and cotton/1268 cotlon last date fo.r w1thdrawe_11 Sadar,
5 | 881550 | FY/2023-2024/ Surgical 25.102023 | 07.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 gf ct?ncgdature is Noakhali.
Equ'::l ‘:;36:3!' 268 Equq;i:;:t e 10.00 1600 2 3.2 OX%I: e parliament This is an online tender, where only e-Tender Proposal will be accepted in the National e-GP
¢ 881543 | EY/2023-2024/ | Medicine (Non | 25.10.2023 | 07.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 | 08.11.2023 secretariat on Sunday | | Portal and no offine/hard copies wil be accepted. .
Medicine/1268 EDCL} 10.00 16.00 13.00 13.00 announced the To  submit, e-Tender registraion in the National e-GP ISystem Portal
constituency vacant (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for last selling/downloading the e-Tender
This is online tender where only e-tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies ?Iﬁgrelrister fo;g;er religitoaltlg S;;:{g?;;sb::g é?:ng‘ha(_:::"al e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any
will the:-dccepted. To. mibiglie saende: Rsgistmton M Wabouil o Op.Cusion poral (DR affairs and Patuakhali-1 | | Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-
eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-tender document form the I\fat:ona] e-C.‘tP.System lawmaker  Shahjahan GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).
portal have to be deposited online through and registared bank branch. Further conformation and guidlines are Miah died on Saturday.
avilable in the National e-Gp System portal and form e-GP (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) There was confusion
whether the EC would
(Dr. Md. B ot months ahesd of Ecucetion Exgineerng Depertment
. g ; next general elections, ucation Engineering Ueparime
Upazila Health & Family Planning Officer . S Noakhali District
: ; which is likely to take GD-1653 E-mail:
GD-165% Sharishabari. Jamalpur. place in early January. -165 -mail: ee_noa@eedmoe.gov.bd




