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Lives lost, dreams
shattered

MASUK HRIDOY, from Bhairab
There was a crowd in front of the
Bhairab Upazila Health Complex,
staring at a digital monitor yesterday.

It was showing pictures of those
whodiedafterafreighttrainsmashed
into three carriages of a passenger
train (Egarosindhur Godhuli), near
Bhairab Bazar Junction Railway
Station, on Monday afternoon.

Taleb was there too, hoping to
find his niece Hira Begum, a 24-year-
old garment worker who was on that
train.

His wait ended shortly after, as
the body of Hira soon came up on

the monitor. Traumatology and Orthopaedic
However, some of the other Rehabilitation (Nitor), and Bhairab
relatives were not so “lucky”, and  Upazila Health Complex.

were still searching for their loved
ones, dead or alive.

At least 18 persons died and
scores were injured following the
train accident.

Over a hundred people were
admitted to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital,

While visiting the Bhairab facility,
this correspondent came across

“All

National Institute of

Rasel,

ROW OVER NEW COMMITTEE AT RU

BCL factions patch
up as Liton steps in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi
A faction of Chhatra League activists
of Rajshahi University unit, who had
been demonstrating since Saturday
over the formation of its new
committee, withdrew their protest last
night following the intervention by
Rajshahi City Corporation Mayor AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton.

“We have nothing else to say,” said
Tawhidul Islam Durjoy, a vice president
of the new committee, and a protester.

“We're his (Liton’s) followers. He asked
us to withdraw the demo so that no other
political party can utilise the situation
ahead of the national election,” said Durjoy.

Meanwhile, the new committee of
the RU unit of BCL entered the campus
yesterday evening after the ongoing
protests were called off.

The new president and general secretary
along with their supporters entered the
campus at 7:30pm, said Ruhul Amin,
officer-in-charge of Motihar Police Station.

PM arrives

FROM PAGE 3

to Belgium Mahbub Hassan
Saleh received the prime
minister at the airport.

Earlier, the flight
departed from Hazrat
Shahjalal International

Airport at 11:10am.
During the visit, the

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

They left the campus after a while as it
was empty amid holidays, witnesses said.

Earlier in the day, the aggrieved BCL
men locked down the main gate of
the campus (o resist entry of the new
committee members.

Over a hundred BCL  men
demonstrated  on  Dhaka-Rajshahi
highway in front of the main gate and
locked it down around 3:30pm.

RU officials went to the spot and
opened the gate an hour later.

The newly formed committee came
under fire after its announcement by
central leaders on Saturday.

The protesters demanded dissolution
of the committee alleging that
controversial leaders made their way
into the committee instead of worthy
candidates.

The new leaders were declared persona
non grata on the campus.

At least 10 of the newly announced
committee post-bearers also joined the
protests.

prime minister will have

Junaid, who lost his wife Hosna
Akter in the accident.

my
shattered,” he said, adding that they
were travelling on the last carriage of
the train when tragedy struck.

Shanti Rani Shill, another survivor,
lost her husband Sabuj Chandra
Shill. She struggled to comprehend
the tragedy and frequently lost
consciousness at the health complex.
The couple were on their way (o visit
their daughter for Durga Puja.

“My husband was the family’s
lone earning member. How will we
survive without him?” Shanti wailed.
32, from Kishoreganj's
Mithamoin, was set
for Saudi Arabia, but died in the
accident. His family survived, but
his dream of a better life abroad was
tragically cut short.

dreams have been

to depart

Imam Uddin

FROM PAGE 5
Bengal in 1951.

In 1980, he assumed
the role of secretary of the
planning division. In 1982,
Imam assumed additional
responsibilities as a
member of the Planning
Commission, maintaining
this role until 1985.

After a brief tenure as
the secretary of the railways
ministry, he was appointed
the secretary of the housing
and public works ministry
in October 1985.

He retired from the post
on January 6, 1987.

Throughout his career,
Imam Uddin also held the
position of chairman at
both Agrani and Janata
banks.
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Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-50 12-45 400 536 7-15
JAMAAT 5-25 1-15 415 539 7-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Mandap gate made
out ol plastic bottles

Locals in Jashore town built it to create awareness
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a number of meetings
with leaders of European
countries on the sidelines
of the forum.

She is scheduled to
return home on October
27.

School

FROM PAGE 3
Some 40 percent of the
seats will be reserved

for students residing in
catchment areas under
the Dhaka metropolitan in
both government and non-
government schools.

Another 5 percent of
seats will be reserved as
freedom fighter quota for
government schools.

Talking to The Daily
Star, Aziz Uddin, deputy
director of DSHE, said
lottery for all government
and non-government
schools will take place on
November 26.

Cricket fever

FROM PAGE 3

In another drive in October,
they arrested four people
involved with 1xBet for
siphoning off around Tk 12
crore per month.

BCB Chief Executive
Officer Nizam  Uddin
Chowdhury said they have
a zero-tolerance position in
this regard.

“We do not allow players
to be associated with any
organisation involved
with online gambling,” he
said.

He, however, said they
have no control over
advertisement during
games, adding that ICC has
different rules about online
betting as some countries
allow it.

The gate of a Durga puja mandap in
Jashore town has been made out of more
than 7,000 empty plastic bottles to create
awareness about the environmental
impacts of using plastic products.

Residents of Gorapara in Jashore town
made the decorations at the mandap in
Ward 5 of Jashore Municipal Area with
the slogan “ban plastic”.

About 50 yards from the gate is the
Gorapara temple, where around 120
families worship.

Temple committee President Bharat
Das said, “We, the residents of Gorapara,
make special arrangements for the
visitors every year. This year, we collected
plastic bottles, which are harmful for
the environment, and used those in
decorating the main gate.

“These bottles will be destroyed after
the puja. Through this we are trying to
warn people against using plastic,” he
said.

Dipankar Das, general secretary of
the temple committee, said, “We have
one message for the people of our own
area and people of the entire country
-~ ban plastic as it is harmful for the
environment.”

The water bottles of different colours

e b

have been collected over the last six
months by local youths. Some bottles
also had to be purchased to complete the
decoration.

It took two months and cost Tk
40,000 to complete the gate.

Sajib Das, the main craftsman, said,
“A total of 7,201 empty bottles have been
used for this gate, most of which are
transparent.”

Apart from this, about 15 kg of nails,
10 kg of wire and about 30 cubic feet of
wooden battens were used.

IU’s

We're closely monitoring
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Peter Haas referred to the
importance of “peaceful
demonstrations” and
“interference-free”
participation in the political
process during his meeting

with Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan.
Meanwhile, BNP

Secretary  General Mirza
Fakhrul said they plan to
hold a grand rally in Dhaka
on October 28 and they
do not intend to sit on the
streets. Information Minister
Hasan Mahmud said Dhaka
streets will be under AL
control on that day.
Regarding the situation,

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Habibur
Rahman on Saturday said
DMP would take decisive
action  against  anyone
attempting o incite
violence during the rally.
US Spokesperson Miller
said under the Vienna
Convention, Bangladesh
has an obligation to take
appropriate  steps (o
protect diplomatic mission
premises and personnel.
“We expect the
government will take all
appropriate  actions (o
maintain the safety and
security of all US missions
and diplomatic personnel.”

FROM PAGE 5
issued by Dr Sayed Rubayet,
convener of CSO Forum.

“This discriminatory
regulation is a clear
violation of articles

19, 27 and 28 of the
constitution. This goes
against the government’s
national and international
commitments to establish
and  protect women’s
rights,” it also said.

A coalition of 19
organisations, the forum
members include Mahila
Parishad, Nari Pakkho,
Marie Stopes Bangladesh,
icddr,b, Brac, BLAST, Care
Bangladesh and ASK.
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