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EC defers training
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Contacted, Electoral 
Training Institute director 
general SM Asaduzzman, 
however, said they deferred 
the training as the EC has 
a meeting with high-ups 
of the law enforcers on 
October 30. 

“I don’t know whether 
the rally of a political party 
was the reason for deferral 
of the training,” he said.

EC letters show 
divisional commissioners 
of Dhaka, Mymensingh and 
Sylhet, Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, 
Gazipur Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, DIGs 
of Dhaka, Mymensingh 
and Sylhet ranges were 
scheduled to take part in the 
training on the upcoming 
12th national polls.

Besides, deputy 

commissioners and 
superintendents of police 
of Dhaka, Narayanganj, 
Gazipur, Mymensingh, 
Narsingdi were also in the 
participant list. The EC on 
October 14 and 15 held the 
first round of training for 
top field level administration 
and police officials.

Ruckus in RU over new BCL
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At least 10 of the 39 
members of the committee 
joined the protests.

Tawhidul Islam Durjoy, 
who was made a vice-
president of the new 
committee, said, “The 
newly made president 
has been inactive on the 
campus since 2019, while 
the secretary is a dropout 
and married.”

“They (new leaders) 
must have hidden their 
information while they 
applied,” said Shahinul 
Islam Sarker Don, another 

vice-president of the new 
committee.

One of the committee 
post-bearers was earlier 
expelled from the campus, 
he added.

Contacted, Mostafijur 
Rahman Babu said, “We’re 
in Dhaka now. We will come 
to the campus soon. Those 
who are protesting now will 
understand the reality.”

He pointed out that the 
central leaders chose them 
in consultation with the 
Rajshahi city mayor AHM 
Khairuzzaman Liton, also 
a presidium member of 

Awami League.
The roles and sacrifices of 

many leaders were not taken 
into consideration while 
choosing the committee 
post-bearers, said Md 
Shamim Hossain, who 
was made a joint general 
secretary in the committee.

“We may make mistakes 
and we have a system to 
rectify it,” said Sheikh Wali 
Asif Enan, central BCL 
general secretary.

“But we will not tolerate 
anyone creating chaos on 
campus in the name of 
protest,” he added.

He was right
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to give shelter to Shamim 
in his house. 

ADC Atik said the outfit 
has several safe houses 
across the country. The 
absconding militants are 
hiding in these houses in 
exchange for payments.

Asked about the number 
of safe houses, Atik said 
the outfit uses the cut-out 
strategy, meaning one cell 
of the group doesn’t know 
about the other, making it 
difficult for law enforcers to 
get information.

Including the arrest of 
Nazmul, the total number 
of arrests in the militant’s 
escape case now stands at 
20. On April 18, a female 
operative of Ansar Al Islam 
Hosna gave a confessional 
statement in the court and 
admitted to giving shelter 
to the outfit members.

Home ministry
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conducted a media 
briefing. In the context 
of subsequent questions 
from journalists, the 
minister responded to 
various queries, based 
on the theme of the 
discussion. Besides, 
he answered various 
questions that were not 
discussed in the meeting, 
the home ministry 
statement reads.

On Sunday, the home 
minister told journalists 
following their meeting 
that the US envoy 
asked him whether the 
government plans to close 
roads or do something else 
when BNP tries to bring a 
lot of people to its October 
28 rally.

The minister then went 
on to say he told Haas 
the government had no 
intentions of closing roads 
during the BNP’s grand 
rally on October 28.
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NEW KHULNA KITCHEN MARKET

Traders suffer as 
work drags on

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

The delay in the construction of 
Khulna’s Chittrali Kitchen Market 
has left hundreds of businesses in 
turmoil. 

Originally slated for completion 
within 11 months, the construction 
work of the market remains 
unfinished even four years after 
works began in 2019, and the 
authority’s negligence is causing 
such delay, alleged traders. 

Some traders attempted to 
continue their businesses in 
makeshift locations around the 
under-construction market, but 
lack of proper space made it difficult 
for them to run their businesses, 
resulting in financial losses and 
forcing many to shut down.

Hasan Hafizur Rahman, 
president of Khalishpur Municipal 
Super Market Traders Welfare 
Association, said, “Promises to 
resettle traders after eviction for the 
market’s construction have gone 
unfulfilled, even after four years.”

Only about 20 percent of the 
construction work was completed 
after 23 months. After that, the work 
remained halted for two years due to 
the contractor’s failure, he added. 

Around 500 traders have 
suffered over the four-year 
period, as many lost their capital. 
Customers have been forced to seek 
alternatives in other markets. 

Yunus Ali, a meat seller, said he 

was once a thriving trader but has 
been reduced to selling meat on the 
street. Salam Sharif, a vegetable seller, 
said, “I run my shop under open sky 
and have to leave our products on 
the road, amid fear of the products 
getting damaged or stolen.”

According to KCC sources, the 
construction project started in 
September 2019 with funding of 
Tk 9 crore from the Municipal 
Governance Services Project under 
the Municipal Development Fund. 

The work was assigned to Soma 
Engineering MSE-MDE (JV) with 
an initial completion deadline of 
March 31, 2020. The deadline was 
later extended to May 30, 2021.

However, BMDF cancelled the 
project on June 16, 2021, as the 
contractor failed to meet the 
deadline, despite drawing more 

than Tk 7 crore for the project. 
The unfinished work was handed 

over to the same contractor,  Soma 
Engineering, for completion with 
a budget of Tk 3.68 crore. The 
construction has remained halted.

Sheikh Ashrafuzzaman, 
president of Greater Khulna 
Development Movement 
Coordination Committee, said, “It 
is ridiculous to hand the project to 
the same contractor again.”

Contractor Tahidul Islam Jhantu 
claimed he could not work properly 
due to the pandemic, and then the 
project got cancelled. “I can finish 
the work within a few months.”

KCC Chief Engineer 
Mashiuzzaman Khan said work 
orders have been issued to complete 
the project again, with a deadline of 
December 31 this year.

JS body gets
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and print media outlets 
would be fixed under 
the proposed law. As per 
the bill, journalists will 
be regarded as media 
professionals, not workers.

The government will be 
able to cancel the licences 
or registration of the media. 
The owners of media outlets 
will also face punishment 
for violation of the law.


