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No possibility of 
untoward incidents
Says DB chief on Oct 28
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police do not see possibility of any untoward 
incidents during the political rallies of BNP and 
Awami League on October 28, said Harun or 
Rashid, chief of the Detective Branch of DMP, 
yesterday.

However, police will maintain a security plan 
considering all aspects, he said replying to a query 
at a press conference at DMP media centre.

“There was a time, we saw only one party was 
allowed to hold rallies or meetings. The opposition 
parties could not exercise freedom of expression,” he 
said, adding “We saw this during our student life.”

“Now three or four political parties can hold 
large programmes in a single day and we are 
providing security to those programmes. No 
untoward situations have occurred yet,” he added.

CURBING LEAD POISONING

‘We must ensure 
public, private 
collaboration’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There must be collaborations between public and 
private organisations to regulate the use of lead 
and support safe practices to curb the menace, said 
speakers at an event yesterday.

They also highlighted the role of media in raising 
awareness.

Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Ministry held the national dialogue, marking the 
first day of International Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week. 

The dialogue, organised in collaboration with 
Eco-Social Development Organisation (ESDO) and 
UNICEF, was held at the Department of Environment 
auditorium in the capital.

“Around 35.5 million children are affected 
by lead poisoning in Bangladesh. The country 
also witnesses 31,000 deaths from it annually,” 
said Anwar Sadat, deputy programme manager 
of Planning, Monitoring and Research wing of 
Directorate General of Health Services. 

Syed Marghub Morshed, chairperson of ESDO, 
and Emma Brigham, deputy representative of 
Unicef Bangladesh,  also spoke at the event.

3-WHEELERS ON HIGHWAYS

Their movement 
stops only when I 
visit: Quader
BSS, Dhaka

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader yesterday expressed dissatisfaction over 
movement of three-wheelers on highways and 
poor enforcement of the road safety act. 

Although the court has imposed restrictions 
on the movement of such vehicles on 22 roads, it 
did not stop in most places. Their movement stops 
when I visit the places, he said.

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority 
organised the discussion at Osmani Memorial 
Auditorium marking National Road Safety Day.

Speaking as chief guest, Quader said many 
roads, constructed spending millions of taka, are 
being damaged for a lack of load control stations. 

About the next national elections, he said the 
polls will be held in line with the constitution. 

“The election train will leave in November,” he 
said, adding that if BNP misses the train, it will fall 
behind.

PM’s Brussels visit 
‘significant’ at a 

‘crucial time’: Momen
UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen yesterday described 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s upcoming visit to 
Brussels as “extremely significant” which will help take 
Bangladesh’s ties with the European Union to a new 
height.

“This is a very significant visit. This is an achievement 
for us,” he told reporters, noting that the visit is happening 
at a “crucial moment.”

Asked why it is a crucial time, Momen referred to the 
upcoming general election of Bangladesh. “We hope the 
visit will be very successful and fruitful.”

The prime minister will be visiting Brussels from 
October 24-26 at the invitation of European Commission’s 
President Ursula von der Leyen.

The foreign minister said the EU will provide Euro 407 
million to Bangladesh in the form of concessional loans 
and grants.

Of this, Euro 350 million will be concessional loans, he 
said.

Responding to a question, the foreign minister said 
the EU would send a seven-member team and Bangladesh 
would not spend money on foreign election observers.

The prime minister will attend the Global Gateway 
Forum, which will bring together representatives of 
governments from the European Union and around the 
world along with the private sector, civil society, leading 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Marking Asthami, 11 girls were worshipped at Radha Govinda and Shantaneshwari temple in Chattogram city 
yesterday. Referred to as “Kumari” or “Kanya” puja, this ritual celebrates several forms of the goddess Durga.  
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Gas crisis in Ctg as 
LNG supply drops

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Many places in Chattogram have been 
experiencing a severe gas shortage 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm for the past 
two days due to low gas supply from 
the LNG Terminal in Moheskhali, Cox’s 
Bazar. 

The status quo may persist until 
December, according to Karnaphuli 
Gas Distribution Company Limited 
(KGDCL) officials.

Manik Mia, a private car driver, was 
seen waiting for hours in a long queue 
at the Intraco CNG Filling Station in the 
Tigerpass area yesterday.

“Before coming here, I went to two 
other filling stations, but couldn’t find 
gas anywhere. I experienced a similar 
situation on Saturday,” he said.

Due to the gas supply interruption 
from 9:00am, residents flocked to 
hotels and restaurants to purchase 
food. Shaila Binte Hosain, a homemaker 
in Khulshi Residential area, said gas 
supply was unavailable from 9:00am 
to 3:00pm, and supply resumed in a 
limited scale afterwards.

Contacted, KGDCL General Manager 
Engineer Md Shafiul Alam Azam Khan 
said the gas supply disruption is a 
result of receiving 280 million cubic 
feet (mmcft) of gas per day from the 

LNG Terminal in Moheshkhali, which 
falls short of the daily demand of 312 
mmcft. 

Of this, 90 mmcft gas goes to two 
fertiliser factories, 37 mmcft to a power 
plant, and 12 mmcft is allocated to filling 
stations. The remaining gas is utilised 
to meet the demands of residential 
areas and commercial clients. 

Seeking anonymity, a Petro Bangla 
official stationed at Moheshkhali LNG 
Terminal, said while the terminal had 
been supplying 750 mmcft of gas, it 
has now decreased to 600 mmcft since 
Saturday. 

This reduction is due to a slight 
crisis in the current LNG stock, as 
adjustments are made to maintain a 
balance with the next scheduled supply.

The gas supply 
disruption is a result of 

receiving 280 million 
cubic feet (mmcft) 

of gas per day from 
the LNG Terminal in 
Moheshkhali, which 

falls short of the daily 
demand of 312 mmcft.
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