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Dengue claims 20 more lives
FROM PAGE 3

epidemic in 2000.
According to DGHS data, 8,114 dengue patients 

were undergoing treatment at different hospitals 
across the country yesterday morning.

A total of 2,43,630 patients have so far been 
released from hospitals across the country this year.

A complete lack of planning, coordination, and 
accountability among the government bodies has 
emerged as the narrative of Bangladesh’s fight 
against dengue, say entomologists.

Shahjahan Mia 
passes away
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

M d 
Shahjahan 
Mia, an 
A w a m i 
L e a g u e 
lawmaker 
f r o m 
P a t u a -
khali-1 constituency and 
former state minister for 
religious affairs, passed 
away yesterday morning. 
He was 83.

Shahjahan breathed 
his last while undergoing 
treatment at Dhaka’s 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University 
around 6:00am, said his 
son Tarikuzzaman, general 
secretary of Patuakhali 
municipality unit AL.

His namaj-e-janaja will 
be held today at 11:00am in 
Jhautla.

Born on January 17, 
1940, Shahjahan was a 
lawyer by profession and 
served as the president 
of Patuakhali District 
AL from 1991 to 2019. He 
was elected lawmaker of 
Patuakhali-1 (Patuakhali 
Sadar, Mirzaganj, Dumki) 
with AL ticket in 1996, 
2008 and 2018 national 
parliamentary elections. 

He served as the state 
minister of the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs from 
2008 to 2013. Shahjahan 
left behind his wife, three 
sons and a daughter, 
grandchildren and a host of 
relatives to mourn his death.

They work more 
but earn less
Speakers tell dialogue on 
women in agriculture
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Despite playing a vital role in food production, 
rural women farmers are facing discrimination 
and lack of opportunities, speakers said in a 
dialogue yesterday.

Organised by The Association for Land Reform 
and Development, NGO representatives and  women 
involved in farming and fisheries from 20 districts 
participated in the dialogue titled “Empowerment 
of Rural Women Farmers is Essential to Build 
Hunger and Poverty Free Bangladesh”.

“Due to discriminatory state and social systems, 
the contribution of rural women in agriculture 
remained as an informal part of the economy. 
Women have little to no labour rights or social 
security,” said ALRD programme coordinator 
Mong Singh Nyo.

ALRD Programme Manager Shanjida Khan Ripa 
said it is necessary to increase government support 

for women farmers, as well as distribute khas land 
to them to build a hunger-free Bangladesh by 2030.

According to statistics from various 
international organisations, around 12 percent 
rural women, aged between 12 to 49, are suffering 
from malnutrition. Also, less than 13 percent of 
rural women own legal rights to land, she showed.

Manzur Hossain from Chalan Beel region said 
very few women are getting homes built by the 
government for the landless, compared to men.

Niharika Chakma from Rangamati alleged they 
do not get the same wages as men, despite working 
more in comparison.

“We work all day in both house and field. But Garo 
women have received very few agricultural cards and 
training,” said Triphala Chiran from Madhupur.

“Women are being neglected in terms of getting 
government services. They work more but earn much 
less. Elected women members of the union council 
should be given equal rights and empowerment in 
terms of allocating funds and other assistance,” said 
ALRD executive director Shamsul Huda.

Due to discriminatory state and 
social systems, the contribution 

of rural women in agriculture 
remained as an informal part of the 

economy. Women have little to no 
labour rights or social security. 

Mong Singh Nyo
ALRD programme coordinator

Artists perform at the 15th Sculptors’ Conference and Award Ceremony at Barishal’s Ashwini Kumar Hall yesterday. At the event, 15 artisans, 
involved in crafting idols, were honoured. PHOTO: TITU DAS

80 years of peaceful 
coexistence

Mosque, temple stand side by side in Lalmonirhat’s Kalibari

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

For around 80 years, a temple and 
a mosque have stood next to each 
other, showcasing the harmony 
between the Hindu and Muslim 
community in Lalmonirhat’s 
Kalibari area.

The two buildings -- Central 
Kalibari Shree Shree Durga and 
Kali Mandir, and Puran Bazar Jame 
Masjid -- stand merely six-feet apart. 
The temple was established in 1838, 
while the mosque was opened in 
1943.

Hindus and Muslims in the 
area pray simultaneously at times 
and have a deep respect for their 
neighbour’s beliefs. For example, 
the temple stops playing musical 
instruments when prayers are 
taking place in the mosque.

Over the last eight decades, 
people from both faiths have been 
practicing their religion, right next 
to each other, without any form of 
untoward incidents. Many consider 
it to be a symbol of religious 
harmony and non-violence. Visitors 
from various parts of the country 
come here to see the temple-
mosque.

Meher Ali, 65, a visitor from 
Dhaka, told The Daily Star that he 
came to see the temple-mosque 
after hearing about it.

“This temple-mosque exemplifies 
the eternal bond of humanity,” he 
said.

The mosque’s Imam Mohammad 

Salah Uddinn said, “We stay here 
in harmony. There has never even 
been a quarrel between the two 
groups.”

Temple committee president 
and priest Shankar Chakrabarty 
told The Daily Star, “We have never 
faced any restrictions to worship in 
the temple. Durga and Kali pujas 
are held here every year. During 
puja, many people from the Muslim 
community support us.”

Even though they stand only six-
feet apart, the land of each building 
is owned by different people. The 
temple stands on eight decimals 
of land while the mosque is on five 
decimals. Both owners are now 
trying to sell their lands. However, 
it is not possible for the committees 

from the temple and mosque to 
raise the funds to purchase it.

Shankar Chakrabarty said, “We 
will benefit if the government 
buys the land and donates it to 
the temple and mosque. Then we 
will be able to preserve the legacy 
of the harmony between us for 
eternity.

Khorshed Alam Dulal, general 
secretary of the mosque committee, 
told The Daily Star, “We always try 
to help the people of the Hindu 
community here, particularly 
during puja. We are not only an 
example of religious harmony in 
Lalmonirhat, but an example for 
the country. The Hindu-Muslim 
people are living peacefully and we 
hope to continue this forever.”

There have 
been two 
separate 

buildings, for 
two different 

religions, 
in the 

same arena 
for ages. 

However, 
there has 

never been 
a lack of 

harmony.

Meher Ali 
A visitor

MRT police 
taking over 
metro rail 
security 
from DMP
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The dedicated Mass Rapid 
Transit police unit has 
commenced the gradual 
takeover of security 
responsibilities at metro 
rail stations.

Starting from October 
9, the MRT police unit 
began to assume control of 
metro stations previously 
under the jurisdiction of 
the Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police.

Around 350 police and 
Ansar personnel from DMP 
were previously tasked with 
providing security for the 
metro rail.

Md Shafiqul Islam, 
superintendent of MRT 
police, said they have 
already taken charge of six 
metro stations.

“We are planning to 
assume responsibility for 
three more stations in 
the coming weeks, and 
gradually extend our 
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