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25 BNP men sent to 
jail in explosives case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Tangail court yesterday sent 25 leaders and 
activists of Ghatail upazila units of BNP and its 
different associate bodies to jail in a case filed 
under Explosive Substances Act last year.

Earlier, Ashulia police detained them on their 
way to the BNP rally in Dhaka on Wednesday 
morning and handed them over to Ghatail Police 
Station early yesterday.

Ghatail police produced them before the 
court of Ismat Ara, a senior judicial magistrate 
in Tangail, in the afternoon, which sent them to 
jail.

Faruk Hossain Dhala, general secretary of 
Ghatail upazila unit of BNP, said the party’s men, 
led by former lawmaker Lutfar Rahman Khan 
Azad, were on their way to join the Dhaka rally 
on buses on early Wednesday when they got 
arrested.

OC Lokman Hossain of Ghatail Police Station 
said the case was filed accusing over a hundred 
BNP men, named and unnamed, in connection 
with the recovery of seven crude bombs from 
venue of a meeting of BNP’s Digor union unit in 
Kastala area on November 22 last year.

Stop razing hills, 
save Chattogram

Speakers seek tougher 
punishment for perpetrators

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Speakers at a seminar yesterday urged the 
authorities concerned to take legal action 
against those who are involved in razing 
hills.

Hill cutting must be legally defined as 
a worse crime, as the existing law provides 
light punishment for the offence, they 
said while speaking at a discussion titled 
“Disaster due to hill razing”, organised 
by Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association at a hotel in the port city.

“Influential people have already 
destroyed many hills for housing projects 
in the port city. We need the hills to 
protect the greater Chattogram,” said 
Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury.

The minister claimed the recently 
passed Land Crime Prevention and Remedy 
Act, 2023 will help curb hill razing.

“No one will be able to cut hills in the 
name of development,” he claimed.

Abul Bashar Mohammad Fakhruzzaman, 
deputy commissioner of Chattogram, 
claimed to have started a survey to know the 
condition of the existing hills in the port city.

“We already evicted illegal structures 
from many hills and are protecting those 
with wire fencing,” he added.

Bela chief executive Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan said hill destroyers are not punished 
as authorities have not done enough to 
take tougher action against them.

“We hope the authorities will take the 
right decision to save the hills,” she added.

Mia Mahmudul Hoque, deputy director 
of the Department of Environment in 
Chattogram city, said a letter has been 
sent to the higher authorities to increase 
the punishment for hill cutting.

Mohammed Kamal Hossain, a former 
professor of Institute of Forestry and 
Environmental Sciences at Chittagong 
University, said, “Steps should be taken to 
prevent hill cutting besides punishing the 
culprits, as it is not possible to restore a hill 
to its original state once it is destroyed.”

The police officials, meanwhile, 
demanded formation of a separate unit to 
prevent hill cutting.

Hill destroyers are not 
punished as authorities have 

not done enough to take 
tougher action against them.

SYEDA RIZWANA HASAN
Bela chief executive 

DENGUE OUTBREAK

8 more die, 
2,350 get 
hospitalised
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least eight dengue 
patients died, seven from 
Dhaka, in the last 24 hours 
till yesterday morning.

With the new figures, the 
total number of deaths rose 
to 1,214, of which 749 were 
from Dhaka, according 
to the data of Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS).

With 2,350 new dengue 
cases, the total number of 
dengue cases this year rose 
to 2,49,543.

A total of 8,232 dengue 
patients --2,472 in Dhaka 
-- are still undergoing 
treatment at different 
hospitals across the country.

Out of all the cases, 
2,40,097 dengue patients 
have already been released.

4 killed in Kishoreganj 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Four people were killed when a truck hit an auto-
rickshaw on the Hossainpur-Kishoreganj road in 
Hossainpur upazila of Kishoreganj yesterday.

The victims were identified as Alam Mia, 40, the auto-
rickshaw driver; and passengers of the vehicle -- Tamim 
Hossain, 12; Mizanur Rahman, 26, and Abdul Motalab, 70.

Quoting locals, Asaduzzaman Titu, officer-in-charge 
of Hossainpur Police Station, said the four sustained 
critical injuries when a truck crashed into them in Adu 
Master Bazar area in Hossainpur around 1:30pm.

They were taken to Hossainpur upazila health complex, 
where two of them died. The two others were referred to 
Shaheed Syed Nazrul Islam Medical College and Hospital 
in Kishoreganj, where they died in the afternoon.

Police seized the truck and arrested its driver. A case 
was filed.

Man, nephew 
electrocuted 
in Rajbari
UNB, Rajbari

A man and his nephew 
were electrocuted at 
Daulatdia in Goalanda 
upazila of Rajbari early 
yesterday.

The deceased are 
Nuru Molla, 75, and 
Shamim Molla, 32.

ASP Iftekharuzzaman 
of Rajbari police said, 
“An electric wire 
snapped and fell into 
a waterbody near 
their house. Nuru and 
Shamim came in contact 
with the live wire while 
they were picking up 
jute sticks from there.”
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One kg apple 
for Tk 21!

MOHAMMAD SUMAN, Ctg

Chattogram Custom House 
auctioned off around 24.5 tonnes of 
apples for Tk 5.05 lakh, where the 
price per kilo was Tk 21, in an open 
auction on Wednesday.

Although the authority fixed a 
reserve price of Tk 24 lakh for these 
goods, bidders showed little interest 
due to the poor state of the apples. 

In addition, 12 tonnes of chemicals 
(enzyme solution) were also 
auctioned off for Tk 3.2 lakh, while 
the reserve price was Tk 14.65 lakh.

According to the documents, 
Madina Banijjaloy, a Chattogram-
based importer, imported the apples 
in March, while German Chemical 
imported the chemicals in June. 

But the importers did not take 
delivery of the items on time.

Importers usually don’t take 
delivery of imported products, 
notably fruits and chemicals, if the 
market price of the goods is less 
than the import expenses, said a 
customs official. 

They typically have 30 days to 
take delivery of their imported 
products after they are unloaded 
from ships at the port jetty. 

If they do not obtain delivery 
within the 30-day period, the 

customs authority notifies the 
importer, and if the importer does 
not receive the cargo within 15 days 
of issuing the notice, the customs 
authority can auction off the goods.

Mosarraf Hossain Masum, 
proprietor of Masum Enterprise 
and a top bidder for those apples, 
told The Daily Star, “The quality of 
the apples is not good. In an open 
tender, I proposed the highest price 
for the items out of 137 bidders.”

Abdul Hannan, deputy 
commissioner of Chattogram 

Custom House, said those products 
were auctioned for consumption after 
they were found to be of good quality.

“More than a hundred bidders 
participated in the open auction, 
and the proposals will be sent to 
the auction committee, naming 
the highest bidders. If the auction 
committee approves the proposal, 
the products will be delivered,” he 
continued.

“If the proposal isn’t approved, 
the auction will take place again,” 
he said. 

Vegetable 
trader 
found dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

The slit-throat body of 
a vegetable trader was 
found near his home in 
Dinajpur early yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Habibur 
Rahman, 43, a resident 
of ward 7 under the 
municipality.

According to family 
members, Habibur left 
home around midnight, 
as per his regular 
routine, but his body 
was found outside the 
house the next morning.

OC Subrata Kumar 
Sarkar Birampur Police 
Station, said the body 
has been sent to M Abdur 
Rahim Medical College 
for an autopsy. They are 
looking into the incident.

Without any safety gears, two men work on a billboard frame in Savar’s Amin Bazar area yesterday. There continues to be a lack of significant 
measures to ensure workplace safety for workers. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


