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arrange a seat in 
Narayanganj.

Tushar, who initially 
served as a personal 
secretary to a ruling party 
leader in Dhaka, got access 
to prominent political 
party programmes.

During political rallies 
or programmes, he used to 

capture photographs of top 
political party leaders and 
later used them to deceive 
people, said Rab.

“Interestingly, Tushar 
even made a deal with the 
party leader for Tk 150 
crore, for whom he used 
to work as PS once,” said a 
high official of Rab involved 
with the investigation.

Tushar didn’t spare 
the media industry either, 
attempting to convince the 
owner of a private television 
channel to sell it for Tk 
70 crore in exchange for 
arranging a nomination, 
said Rab.

“Tushar swindled at 
least Tk 5 crore through 
such dealings, while he 
owns twenty bighas of land, 
seven buses, and a couple 
of houses in different areas 
of the country,” said the 
official.

To mislead his victims, 
Tushar saved international 
WhatsApp numbers or 

phone contacts under the 
guise of the prime minister’s 
relatives, instructing his 
followers to send messages 
or make fake calls when 
needed, said investigators.

Even an official of a law 
enforcement agency made 
a deal with Tushar for Tk 
20 crore after he promised 
to secure the position of 
agency chief, said Rab.

Commander Khandaker 
Al Moin, director of the 
legal and media wing 
of Rab, yesterday told 
The Daily Star, “We have 
retrieved messages of 
Tushar falsely identifying 

himself as the prime 
minister’s relative and 
assuring people to secure 
nominations for them in 
the upcoming election.”

“Tushar used to demand 
Tk 100-300 crore for the 
nominations, depending 
on seats. We have collected 
the footage of the meetings 
he used to hold with 
different people in different 
restaurants,” he said.

Moin also said they are 
vigilant and prepared to 
take legal action against 
anyone spreading false 
information regarding the 
national election.

Marriage practices fail to secure
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different forms of 
harassment otherwise. 
However, such decisions 
take away the girls’ right to 
choose the way they want 
to pursue their lives,” she 
added.

“Since child marriage, 
early marriage, and forced 
marriage are different from 
each other, can we apply 
the same laws while dealing 
with them? When a victim 
of gender-based violence 
is married off to protect 
her dignity, who gives 
consent there?” stressed 

Fauzia Moslem, president 
of Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad.

There must be a strong 
monitoring system to 
analyse local government 
initiatives, functionality 
of adolescent clubs, and 
implementation of laws to 
curb child marriage and 
strengthen our young girls, 
she added.

“It’s not possible to 
create a gender-neutral 
society with gender-blind 
laws that have no impact 
analysis. Unfortunately, 
our social norms are 

so prominent that they 
defeat and challenge 
legal procedures,” said 
Prof Tania Haque of the 
Department of Women and 
Gender Studies at Dhaka 
University.

“ V o l u n t a r i s m , 
leadership, and knowledge 
of basic skills can help 
a girl grow and take her 
own responsibility. Thus, 
educational institutes 
must practise these 
activities strictly. A little 
more investment could 
bring a massive change,” 
she added.
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