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ICC Cricket World Cup
Afghanistan vs New
Zealand

Live from 2:30 pm

Rakib thanks
‘unbelievable’ fans

SPORTS REPORTER

As Bangladesh defeated Maldives 3-2 on aggregate to secure
their spot in the World Cup Qualifiers for the third successive
time yesterday, the men in red and green seemed (o be

celebrating endlessly.

Forward Rakib Hossain and Faisal Ahmed Fahim, two
Bangladesh scores on the evening, removed their jerseys to hold
the national flags, as well as the Palestine flag. The players went
on o celebrate with respective coaching staff, and they were
tossed in the air one by one (o celebrate the victory - one that
was termed as “the final of the year”.

“It was a tactical game. We played in line with our plan, and
they played in line with theirs,” Rakib remarked after the game.

“We had some chances after taking the lead, but I also missed

a few. However, we were determined not to upset our home
crowd. We strived to offer our all in every position.”
“If you work hard, you will achieve your goals. We've been

working incredibly hard together for a long time. We had no —
stars on the team but we played as a unit. L™ g
“We had a belief that we could do something better together,
especially after playing out a draw in Male,” said the forward, 2% il 3 g
who gave Bangladesh a lead in the 11th minute. - . &= vl e N e R
Rakib also thanked the home crowd for making the i W}’l“- .
Bashundhara Kings Arena a full house. . - == .l
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Faisal Ahmed Fahim lets out a loud cheer as his teammates chase him following his decisive goal in a 2-1 victory against Maldives in the World Cup prequalifiers at the
Bashundhara Kings Arena yesterday. (L) Players celebrate their victory with the national flag as well as that of Palestine.

Bangladesh clinch WC Qualifiers spot

PHOTO: BFF

SPORTS REPORTER

Shrugging off late pressure, 10-man
Bangladesh defeated Maldives 2-1 in the
second leg of the preliminary round to
move into the World Cup Qualifiers with
a 3-2 aggregate win at the Bashundhara
Kings Arena yesterday.

Forwards Rakib Hossain and Faisal
Ahmed Fahim scored one goal apiece
either side of Maldives’ equaliser from
Aisam Ibrahim to ensure a place in
Group [, which also features Australia,
Palestine and Lebanon.

The win ensures six home-and-away
matches in the group stage of qualifiers
for the men in red and green, with their

“Eleven of us fought on the ground, while supporters backed
us up beyond it. Six months ago, attendance was poor due (o
our inability to generate results, but we produced some good
results during the SAFF Championship, as well as in matches
against Cambodia and Afghanistan.

“So, they are coming to watch our games, and we did not want
to disappoint the fans, who were unbelievable today with the way
they cheered for us throughout the match,” Rakib added.

first match against Australia scheduled
for November 16 in Melbourne.

Bangladesh came into the match on
the back of a 1-1 draw in Male last week,
knowing that a defeat would force them
out of competitive international football
for one year. Javier Cabrera’s charges did
not disappoint the 7000-strong crowd
at the Kings Arena where they had
previously played out two draws against
Afghanistan last month.

Maldives started brilliantly and
controlled the game for the first 10
minutes before Bangladesh took
control of the match and broke the
deadlock against the run of the play in
the 11th minute.

Saad Uddin, who replaced Isa Faisal in
the starting eleven, released a powerful
through-pass that seemed headed for
the touchline but Fahim ran superbly
down the left flank to cut it back for
Rakib, who calmly placed home to send
the crowd in rapture.

The men in red and green created
three more chances but Rakib and Fahim
were denied by goalkeeper Hussain
Shareefl before the former rattled the
crossbar.

Mitul Marma made a brilliant save at
the other end to thwart a powerful shot
from Hamza Mohamed but the young
goalkeeper was helpless in the 36th
minute as Aisam headed home when

a corner from Hamza came his way
following a deflection from Fahim.

Fahim, however, made amends and
restored Bangladesh’s lead in the first
minute of the second half with a powerful
drive from inside the box after Saad
whipped in a cross from the left side.

Bangladesh received a huge blow on
the hour-mark when Mohammad Sohel
Rana received a second yellow card
following a needless foul on an opposition
player inside the opposition half.

However, Bangladesh showed
tremendous character in the 30-odd
remaining minutes and left the ground
with a memorable victory over the
island nation.

Cristiano Ronaldo struck twice as Roberto Martinez’s relentless Portugal thrashed Bosnia and Herzegovina 5-0 on
Monday in Euro 2024 qualifying. Ronaldo netted his 126th and 127th Portugal goals, further extending his record
as the top all-time men’s international goalscorer. Manchester United’s Bruno Fernandes added the third before

Barcelona duo Joao Gancelo and Joao Felix joined in the fun, all before half-time.

Infantino
‘shocked’
by Brussels

attack

AFP, Paris

FIFA  president  Gianni
Infantino said on Tuesday
that he was “shocked” and
“saddened” by the shooting
dead of two Swedish
nationals before the Euro
qualifying match between
Belgium and Sweden.

“I am deeply shocked
and saddened by the tragic
death of wo Swedish
nationals in Brussels close
to the stadium where
Belgium  were  hosting
Sweden in a UEFA EURO
2024 qualifying match,”
Infantino wrote on
Instagram.

The suspected attacker,
a radicalised Tunisian
national living illegally
in Belgium, was Kkilled by
police on Tuesday.
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Todibo apologises for
‘nervous laugh’

AFP, Lille

France international Jean-Clair Todibo
on Monday apologised for laughing
during a minute’s silence in memory of
the victims of the Israel-HHamas conflict
and a murdered French teacher before a
Euro 2024 qualifier last week.

“I had a nervous laugh in
relation to this minute of
silence but in no case did
I make fun of the current
situation,” the 23-year-
old Nice defender told
journalists.

Cameras caught
Todibo laughing during
the tribute, which took
before France’s 2-1 win over
the Netherlands in Amsterdam
on Friday, to the victims of the
conflict between Hamas and Israel.

The minute’s silence also
remembered a teacher Killed last week
in the northern French city of Arras in
what the government called an Islamist
terror attack.

Todibo said he had never intended to
offend.

“I wanted to express mysell today in
relation to the extent of the situation
and the interpretation of the situation
which is quite crazy,” he said belore
France’s press conference in Lille.

“The context was unusual, we

were among rival fans who

had made certain jokes and

I had this nervous laugh
that came out.

“I'wanted to apologise

to all the people who

I could have offended,

that’s the least I can do.

Let there be no mistake

about that.”

“'m hurt because it
taints the education that my
mother gave me,” he continued.

Before  Todibo’s apology, the
national ethics council of the French
Football Federation had sent a letter to
the player (o ask him to explain himself,
reserving the right to refer the matter
to the FFF disciplinary committee.
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Be the Change Maker

A game changer in Bangladesh financial industry, Eastern Bank PLC. (EBL) is locking for dynamic, highly motivated,
goal oriented and proven performers who are ready to make their mark in leading a dedicated, professional, and
energetic team as Branch Managers or Sub Branch Managers. Applications from successful individuals, who have
proven track record in leadership and in business performance and as well as offering delightful customer service
will be greatly appreciated.

Branch Manager / Sub Branch Manager

Grade
AVP/ FAVP/ SAVP

Prime Responsibilities

> Achieve and exceed assigned business targets and accelerate branch revenue.

> Book new quality business and propose new products and services offer to existing customers and thus ensure
healthy portfolio of branch.

> Make branch team passionate about different sales promotions, campaigns and inspire cross selling different
products of EBL.

> Ensure service excellence in day to day banking operations and customer care.

> Maintain branch SLA time with both internal and external stakeholders.

> Take care of customer feedbacks, complaints and offer solutions accordingly.

= Manage allocated portfolios efficiently as per bank’s risk appetite.

> Ensure AML compliance as well as other regulatory policies and requirements at branch.

> Handle internal and regulatory audit or inspection to achieve satisfactory ratings for branch.

Qualification & Other Competencies

= 7-10 years of experience in branch job role of reputed Banks, 2-5 years of experience in Branch Manager or Sub
Branch Manager role is preferable.

> Minimum graduation from relevant background.

> Sound knowledge in general banking cperations.

> Well conversant about banking laws and regulations, specially on Anti-Money Laundering, Anti-Terrorist Financing
issues, BFIU circulars and guidelines.

> Ability to contain cost for bottom line result.

> Leadership qualities to managing, coaching and mentoring people.

> Mindset for gecgraphic mobility and flexibility.

Who Can Apply?

If you are ready to take up a challenging and that same a rewarding career, please log on to www.ebl.com.bd/career
and apply on or before October 31, 2023.

EBL will offer excellent career opportunities with competitive salary and benefit package.

Candidates will be treated strictly on merit, experience and performance record. Only short-listed candidates will be
communicated and any sort of persuasion will result in disqualification. EBL reserves the right to accept or reject any
application without assigning any reason whatsoever.

I@,} ebl.combd

0o é____.. Eastern Bank PLC.
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