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Gaza siege to go on till 
hostages freed

Says Israel as the enclave’s hospitals  
‘risks turning into morgues’

REUTERS, Jerusalem/Gaza/Tel Aviv

Israel yesterday said there would be no 
humanitarian exceptions to its siege of 
the Gaza Strip until all its hostages were 
freed after the Red Cross pleaded for fuel 
to be allowed in to prevent overwhelmed 
hospitals from “turning into morgues”.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, arriving in Tel Aviv on a trip 
to show solidarity, told Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu that America 
would always be by Israel’s side.

Israel has vowed to annihilate the 
Hamas movement that rules the Gaza 
Strip, in retribution for the deadliest 
attack on civilians in Israeli history, 
when hundreds of gunmen crossed the 
barrier and rampaged through towns 

on Saturday.
Public broadcaster Kan said the 

Israeli death toll had risen to more than 
1,300. Most were civilians gunned down 
in their homes, on the streets or at a 
dance party. Scores of Israeli and foreign 
hostages were taken back to Gaza; Israel 
says it has identified 97 of them.

Israel has responded so far by putting 
Gaza, home to 2.3 million people, under 
total siege and launching by far the 
most powerful bombing campaign 
in the 75-year history of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, destroying whole 
neighbourhoods. Gaza authorities said 
more than 1,400 Palestinians have been 
killed and more than 6,000 have been 
wounded.

Russia strikes 
grain facilities in 
southern Ukraine

Pounds Avdiivka in east

REUTERS

Russia pounded port and grain facilities in southern 
Ukraine yesterday and launched new attacks on the 
eastern town of Avdiivka in one of its biggest offensive 
operations in months.

Underlining the intensity and importance of the 
assault on Avdiivka, President Volodymyr Zelensky said 
Ukrainian forces were holding their ground. Ukraine’s 
military said it had repelled more than 10 Russian 
attacks near the town. 

The military says Moscow’s forces have redirected 
a lot of troops and equipment to Avdiivka, hitting 
back more than four months into a Ukrainian 
counteroffensive in the east and south that has 
encountered stiff Russian resistance.

“Avdiivka. We are holding our ground. It is Ukrainian 
courage and unity that will determine how this war will 
end,” Zelensky wrote on the Telegram messaging app 
alongside photos of Ukrainian troops and of Avdiivka’s 
entrance sign.

Avdiivka is home to a big coking plant in the 
southwest of the Donetsk region and lies just northwest 
of the Russian-held city of Donetsk. It has become a 
symbol of resistance since Russia’s invasion in February 
2022, and has helped ensure Moscow could not gain 
full control of a region it says it has annexed.

Russia has also intensified air strikes on Danube River 
ports in the southern Odesa region that have become 
Kyiv’s main route for food exports since Moscow quit a 
deal allowing shipments via the Black Sea in July.

Nasa unveils newly 
returned carbon-
rich asteroid sample
AFP, Houston

A sample collected from the 
4.5-billion-year-old asteroid 

Bennu contains abundant 
water and carbon, Nasa 
revealed on Wednesday, 
offering more evidence for 
the theory that life on Earth 
was seeded from outer 

space.
The discovery follows a 

seven-year-round-trip to the 
distant rock as part of the OSIRIS-

REx mission, which dropped off its 
precious payload in the Utah desert last 

month for painstaking scientific analysis.
“This is the biggest carbon-rich asteroid sample 

ever returned to Earth,” Nasa administrator Bill 
Nelson said at a press event at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, where the first images of black 
dust and pebbles were revealed.

READY FOR TAKE-OFF … A lesser adjutant spotted in the Sundarbans. This visually overwhelming yet harmless bird prefers hunting 
on land, which is why it’s often found around large rivers and lakes inside well-wooded areas and also in freshwater and coastal wetlands 
from India through Southeast Asia. However, like other waterbirds, lesser adjutant populations appear to be greatly at risk due to hunting and 
habitat destruction, prompting the IUCN to put them in the “Vulnerable” category of its Red List. PHOTO: TIMU HOSSAIN

‘Mujib’ hits 153 
theatres today
PM attended special 
screening yesterday

STAR REPORT

“Mujib – The Making of a Nation”, the 
much-anticipated biopic of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, premieres in 153 cinemas across 
the country today.

Earlier yesterday, a special screening 
of the film was organised at the National 
Film Archives in the capital’s Agargaon, 
attended by Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

Other attendees included some 
members of the cast and crew from both 
Bangladesh and India, ministers, state 
ministers, Indian High Commissioner in 
Bangladesh Pranay Kumar Verma, other 
government high officials, among others.

After the screening, Hasina said the 
people of the country will learn many 
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‘We had talks 
with Peter Haas’ 

superiors’
Quader says everything 
settled behind the scenes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League 
General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader 
has said no one 
will be able to 
stop the next 
general election 
from taking place 
as “everything 
has been settled 
behind the scenes”.

“What would Peter Haas [US 
ambassador in Dhaka] do? Will he 
declare visa policy, impose sanctions? 
We had talks with Peter Haas’ superiors. 
Talks have been held with the high-ups 
in the US. With everything already settled 
behind the scenes, doing this [waging 
movement] will not yield any results,” he 
said.

Speaking at a “peace and development 
rally” in front of the AL central office on 
Bangabandhu Avenue, Quader yesterday 
said, “We will not allow you [opposition 
parties] to foil the elections and resort to 
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DEROGATORY REMARK ON JUDGE

SC sentences mayor 
to one month in jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday sentenced Dinajpur 
municipality Mayor Syed Jahangir Alam to one 
month’s imprisonment for contempt of court by 
making derogatory remarks about one of its judges.

The Appellate Division of the SC also fined him Tk 1 
lakh and said he would be sentenced to imprisonment 
for seven days more if he fails to pay.

The apex court ordered Jahangir, who is the 
assistant organising secretary (Rangpur division) of 
BNP’s central committee, to surrender before the 
lower court concerned in Dinajpur within a week after 
getting the copy of the verdict.

Law enforcers will arrest him if he fails to comply 
with the order, the court said. 

It also asked the officials concerned to send the 
verdict copy to the LGRD ministry. 

Jahangir appeared before the court yesterday in 
compliance with its summon.
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PRICE HIKE

Manipulators 
have to be 
identified
Says DMP boss

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Newly appointed Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner Habibur 
Rahman yesterday said the 
DMP is capable of rooting 
out any syndicate behind 
the price hike of essentials.

“At Karwan Bazar, the 
price of a Tk 50 product 
goes up to Tk 100 after 
changing hands…. We have 
to identify those who are 
behind this,” he said.

Habibur was speaking at 
a views-exchange meeting 
with representatives 
from the commerce 
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