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Momen proposes 
visa-free travel
UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen said he 
proposed visa-free travel between Bangladesh and 
India to enhance people-to-people connectivity.

Momen discussed the issue with his Indian 
counterpart S Jaishankar when they met on the 
sidelines of the IORA meeting in Colombo on 
Wednesday. Momen said he received requests 
from many to help them obtain medical visas.

One such request came to Momen through a 
mobile message when he was in Colombo and he 
showed it to Jaishankar who was sitting just beside 
him. Momen said the Indian external affairs minister 
assured him that he would talk to the Indian High 
Commission in Dhaka.

Murder mystery
FROM PAGE 5

been working at her house 
as a carpenter, said police.

Nilufa threatened to 
inform Deloar’s family 
members about their 
relationship, as he was 
refusing to marry her. That 
was when Deloar hatched 
the plan.

He booked a cabin on the 
Mitali-7 launch under the 
name of one of the victim’s 
neighbours, Jahangir and 

put the man’s number in 
the register.  They boarded 
the Dhaka-bound launch 
from Chandpur at 10:00pm 
on June 16, 2019. He raped 
her and then strangled her 
to death, said the PBI chief.

Nilufa was found dead 
inside the cabin the next 
morning, and her brother 
filed a murder case against 
Jahangir with South 
Keraniganj Police Station a 
day later.

Bela serves legal notice on govt
FROM PAGE 5

In the notice, S Hasanul 
Banna, lawyer of the 
Supreme Court, asked 
the authorities concerned 
to inform Bela about the 
steps they have taken 
in seven days after the 
serving date of the legal 
notice.

The respondents 

are secretaries of the 
environment, land, 
water resources, LGRD 
and fisheries ministries; 
chairman of the National 
River Protection 
Commission, Director 
General of the Department 
of Environment, Director 
General of Water 
Development Board, 

deputy commissioner of 
Pabna, superintendent 
of police in Pabna, 
superintendent engineer 
of Water Development 
Board, DoE director of 
Rajshahi Division, deputy 
director of DoE in Pabna, 
Santhia UNO, and assistant 
commissioner (land) in 
Santhia.

Hospitals must follow
FROM PAGE 3

and health care providers.
It said posting of certified 

midwives and maintaining 
a functional standard 
labour room should be 
made mandatory for private 
hospitals and clinics.

Petitioner’s lawyer 
Barrister Rashna Imam said 
the authorities concerned of 
health ministry, directorate 
general of health services, 
BMDC, hospitals, and 
doctors are bound to follow 
the guidelines.

Two killed in road
FROM PAGE 5

The injured were admitted 
to various hospitals. Soon 
after the incident, locals 
torched the bus but its driver 
managed to flee the scene.

Police rushed to the spot 
and brought the situation 
under control, the OC added.

In Dinajpur, Kafi 
Chowdhury, 65, lost both 
his legs after a goods-
laden truck ran him over in 

Phulbari upazila while he 
was crossing the road.

The truck driver -- Jewel 
Rana, 27 -- was detained 
following the accident.

In Manikganj, a man was 
killed as a microbus hit his 
motorcycle at Kholapara in 
Singair upazila.

Shahidul Islam, 35, from 
Baraibhikora village in 
Sadar upazila, died on the 
spot.
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Obaidul Huq’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
16th death 
anniversary 
of journalist 
O b a i d u l 
Huq.

On this 
day in 2007, he died at his 
Banani residence, aged 96. 

Huq was the editor of 
The Bangladesh Observer 
for 12 years since 1972.

Huq joined the editorial 
board of the Pakistan 
Observer (later The 
Bangladesh Observer) in 
1951 as joint editor. After 
leaving The Bangladesh 
Observer, he worked for the 
now-defunct “Daily News”.

He was the chairman of 
PIB and Nazrul Institute. 

Huq received “Ekushey 
Padak” in 1983. He was also 
recognised with Bangla 
Academy Award in 1964 for 
drama writing. He was also 
decorated with Unicef Gold 
Medal for journalism.

Death anniv of  
Mukundalal 
Sarker
STAR REPORT

The 44th 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
o f 
Mukundalal 
Sarker, a 
leader of the 
anti-British Movement and 
the 1971 Liberation War will 
be observed today.

Special prayers will 
be offered. Besides, a 
discussion on a book titled 
“Gopalgonjer Mukundalal: 
Janapader Janoneta”, 
written by Bangla Academy 
Director Dr Tapan Bagchi, 
will be held at 6:00pm at 
the Dhanmondi residence 
of Sarker’s younger son Ajit 
Kumar Sarkar, former city 
editor of BSS.

He was detained several 
times for his role against 
the British rule. Sarker was 
close to Hussain Shaheed 
Suhrawardy, Sher-e-Bangla 
AK Fazlul Huq, Maulana 
Abdul Hamid Khan 
Bhasani, and Father of 
the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Travelling abroad 
won’t help: Fakhrul
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday said Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is going to different countries as part of 
her efforts to hang onto power and tackle the 
foreign pressure to hold a credible election.

“I would like to say your time is up... travelling 
abroad won’t help... people have got fed up with 
your misrule. They (people) want to get rid of 
repression, stealing and corruption,” he said. “The 
Awami League is the most deceitful party that 
does the opposite of what it says. They told the US 
pre-election assessment mission that they held the 
last two elections fairly and will do the same in the 
next polls,” he said.

But, he said, expecting a fair election under 
this government is like keeping a chicken in the 
custody of a fox.

LAUNDERED MONEY

IMF enquires how 
ACC will bring it back
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An IMF delegation yesterday enquired about the 
steps taken by the ACC to bring back laundered 
money to Bangladesh.

The IMF team held a meeting with the Anti-
Corruption Commission officials at the ACC head 
office in Dhaka.

The ACC responded that they had sent letters 
seeking legal assistance from the countries where 
the money had been laundered. The meeting also 
focused on the ACC’s activities and future plans.

The IMF team recommended reducing 
corruption for sustainable development. 

IMF Asia Pacific chief Rahul Anand led the 
team, while ACC Secretary Md Mahbub Hossain 
represented the commission.

Later, the ACC secretary informed reporters 
that the IMF representatives were briefed on the 
ACC’s current structure, future plans, existing 
laws, regulations, and operational procedures.

The four-member IMF delegation arrived on 
October 4 to verify the fulfillment of conditions 
before disbursing the second installment of a USD 
4.7 billion loan to Bangladesh.
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POISONOUS BAITS 
a threat to Sundarbans fish

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Sundarbans’ marine resources, including 
fish and crustacean stocks, are depleting 
due to indiscriminate use of poisonous 
substances for fish baits, raising concerns 
among environmentalists. 

Spearheaded by local fishermen and 
syndicates, this practice poses a substantial 
risk to the region’s ecosystem.

Officials and environmentalists are 
concerned that the continued use of poison 
in fish extraction may lead to a significant 
depletion of fish stocks throughout the 
Sundarbans. Furthermore, the local flora 
and fauna could also face severe threats.

Joydeb Paul, district fisheries officer of 
Khulna, said some fishermen mix pesticides 
with prawns, rice, or other baits and place 
those in the canals just before the tide.

“Within a few moments, different species 
of fish in the water die. Then they catch and 
supply it to various markets,” he added.

Notably, this practice also results in the 
poisoning of other aquatic animals, and 
the toxins enter river water, endangering 
the entire mangrove forest ecosystem.

Traditionally, a ban is enforced between 
June 1 and August 31, preventing access 
to the Sundarbans, as it coincides with 
the breeding season for many fish species. 
However, some fishermen resort to using 
poisonous baits to capture large quantities 
of fish during this period, capitalising 
on the lax monitoring of authorities 
concerned, said officials.

Joydeb said in recent years this practice 
has led to the poisoning of fish worth crores 
of taka, severely hampering fish breeding 
efforts. The fisheries department is restricted 

from leading raids in the Sundarbans due to 
jurisdictional limitations, he added.

Locals alleged that fishermen from 
adjacent areas of the Sundarbans are 
primarily involved in this practice. 

Afzal Farazi, president of Mongla Bazar 
Fisheries Association, said some influential 
individuals reportedly pay significant 
sums to fishermen to poison the fish in the 
Sundarbans.

Akkas Ali, a fisherman from 
Kalabogi village in Dacope, 
said, “Wherever the 
poison is being used, we 
don’t find any fish there 
for a week.”

Seeking anonymity, 
a fisherman who was 
involved in the fish 
poisoning racket, said  
agricultural pesticides 
such as Ratanon 
Diamgro, Fighter, Ripcord, 
and Pesicle are commonly 
used as baits.

Prof Abdullah Harun Chowdhury of 
Environmental Science department at 
Khulna University warned that the poison 
not only harms all types of fish but also 
has long-term effects on the surrounding 
soil. 

“Additionally, when the contaminated 
water flows towards deep sea, it adversely 
affects aquatic life in the area,” said the 
expert.

Dr Sheikh Baharul Alam, owner of 
Community Surgical and Trauma Center 
and president of the Bangladesh Medical 
Association in Khulna, said consumption 
of poisoned fish is detrimental to human 

health, potentially causing severe harm to 
the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 

“It can also lead to cancer and sudden 
deformities,” said the physician.

Efforts to combat this issue include 
increased patrols and monitoring during 
the ban period. Fishermen are now 
required to notify station officers of their 
fishing locations within the Sundarbans, 

reducing their ability to employ 
poison in the canals.

During the June-
August period, the forest 

department arrested 168 
individuals for entering 
the Sundarbans during 
the ban. 

Around 1,072kg 
of prawns, 1,175kg of 

crabs, 27kg of deer 
meat, 750 metres of 

deer traps, 235 boats, 3 
trawlers, and 45 bottles 

of poison were seized from 
their possession, said Abu Naser 

Mohsin Hossain, divisional forest officer 
of the West Sundarbans.

According to the Forest Department, the 
Sundarbans watershed, covering 1,874.1 
square kilometres within the Bangladesh 
part of the forest, is considered a fisheries 
treasure. 

It has approximately 450 canals and 
13 major rivers and is home to 210 fish 
species, including bhetki, rupchanda, 
dhatina, and hilsa, along with 24 species 
of shrimp and 14 species of crabs. 

One-third of the total fish harvested in 
the southwest region comes from various 
river channels in the Sundarbans.

Capitalising on the lax monitoring, some unscrupulous fishers use poisonous baits, inset, to capture fish in the Sundarbans. 
Though the forest department conduct drives and detain people involved, left, these fishers often enter the forest at nighttime 
using small boats, right, to evade arrest. 
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