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SC bans 
posters, 
banners on 
premises
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Pasting posters and 
hanging banners on the 
buildings at the Supreme 
Court premises without 
permission from the 
authorities concerned 
has been banned.

The SC administration 
has issued a notification 
to this effect on Tuesday.  

In the notification, 
the administration said 
pasting posters and 
hanging banners on 
the structures at the SC 
premises, including SC 
Bar Association buildings, 
without permission from 
them has totally been 
prohibited to protect its 
solemnity and sacredness.

The SC administration 
asked the individuals and 
organisations concerned 
to remove the posters 
and banners, if they 
have any, from the court 
premises in three days.

DENGUE OUTBREAK

13 more die, 2,425 
get hospitalised
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 13 more people died from dengue in 24 
hours preceding 8:00am yesterday. Of the 13 
deaths, 10 were reported from outside the capital.

Around 2,425 dengue patients were hospitalised 
in the same period, according to DGHS.

So far, dengue has claimed at least 1,122 lives 
this year, with nearly 2,31,204 being infected, 
making this the deadliest year since the first 
recorded epidemic in 2000.

According to DGHS data, 8,647 dengue patients 
were undergoing treatment at different hospitals 
across the country as of yesterday morning.

Meanwhile, LGRD Minister Tazul Islam at an 
event yesterday said, “Despite all our efforts, this 
year has seen a record number of deaths due to 
dengue, causing immense pain and suffering. 
While a death from dengue is not desirable, there 
remains much more for us to do...”

Reserve forest being 
razed for housing

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

A section of Tulatoli Reserve Forest under 
Chunati range of Chattogram South 
Forest Division is being razed illegally to 
construct structures including houses.

Grabbers have already cleared around 
300 square feet of the forest by cutting 
a chunk of hill and felling around 30 
trees, which are all punishable offences 
under the Forest Act-1927.

According to the Forest Department, 
the 2,394 acres of Tulatoli Reserve 
Forest is home to many species of plants 
including Shegun, Ghamari, Mahogany 
and wildlife including elephants, 
peafowls.

These plots were recorded as reserve 
forest in a gazette issued in 1931, as per 
the documents of the department.

Upon finding evidence of razing the 
reserve forest illegally, officials of the 
forest department filed a case accusing 
four persons under the Forest Act-1927.

“On information, we conducted drive 
and seized some machineries which 
were being used for forest destruction. 
However, we failed to arrest anyone from 
the spot as the grabbers managed to 
flee,” said Md Shah Alam, forest officer 
of Satgar area under the Chunati range.

“Besides, we sued four for entering 
the reserve forest without permission 
and illegally razing the forest for 
constructing houses,” he added.

According to the Forest Act-1927, the 
punishment for both crimes is up to six 
months of imprisonment or Tk 5,000 
fine, or both for the first time.

A local, requesting anonymity, 
alleged that a woman named Bulu Barua 

and her family members have been 
destroying the reserve forest for the past 
one year, and are now cutting hills and 
felling trees to build houses under the 
nose of the administration.

The Forest Department is yet to take 
any legal action against them, said locals.

Contacted, Bulu Barua admitted to 
razing forest for constructing houses, 
saying, “We are forced to stay in the 
forest as we have no land in the levelled 
area to build a home.”

Abdullah Al Mamun, divisional forest 
officer of the Chattogram South Forest 
Division, said, “We have decided to form 
a committee to investigate whether any 
forest department staffer is involved 
in the forest destruction. If anyone is 
found to be involved, we will take action 
against them.”

Mohammad Kamal Hossain, former 
professor of Institute of Forestry and 
Environmental Science at Chittagong 
University, said, “If encroachers start 
establishing settlements in reserve 
forest, the greenery will be destroyed 
gradually. Forest Department should 
take strict action against encroachers to 
save the forest.”
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Four killed, two 
hurt as bus hits 
human haulier
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Four persons -- including the driver of a human 
haulier -- were killed and two others injured 
when a bus hit the human haulier from behind in 
Manikganj yesterday.

Following the accident on Dhaka-Aricha 
highway at Bhatbaur in Sadar upazila in the 
morning, the human haulier plunged into a 
roadside ditch, said police.

The deceased were identified as Mahadev 
Modak, 52; Zahid Hossain, 34, the driver; Hena 
Akhter, 50; and Maleka Begum, 55. The injured 
are Md Musa, 50, and Nasir Hossain, 45.

Alamgir Hossain, an eyewitness, said the 
human-haulier was going to Manikganj bus stand. 
A bus of Akij Textile hit it when it stopped at 
Bhatbaur to drop a passenger off.

Gola Highway Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Shukendu Basu said they seized the bus but the 
driver managed to escape.

Deputy Assistant Director of Manikganj Fire 
Service Shariful Islam said, “We recovered the bodies 
and sent them to hospital morgue for autopsy.”

Meanwhile, a woman and her nephew were 
killed as a truck hit a motorcycle they were riding 
in Bochaganj upazila in Dinajpur yesterday 
afternoon, reports our local correspondent.

Champa Rani Roy, 22, from Jalgaon village, and 
her nephew Joy Roy, 5, from Anora village, died on 
the spot.
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Port city gears up 
for Durga Puja
Artisans busy putting 
finishing touches on idols

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

With Durga Puja knocking at the door, artisans in the 
port city are passing busy days making idols.

Durga Puja, the biggest religious festival for the Hindus, 
will be held during October 20-24 this year. 

However, the idols have to be delivered to the puja 
mandaps by October 19. With a little more than a week left 
to finish the works, the artisans are relentlessly working in 
their “pratimaloys” (workshops), putting the final touches 
on the idols.

Visiting Shib Durga Mrit Shilpaloy, a pratimaloy 
located in Chatteshwari Road area, on Tuesday, this 
correspondent found the artisans busy crafting idols 
of the deities -- Laxmi, Saraswati, Kartik and Ganesh -- 
alongside Durga.  

It takes about 8-10 days to make a set of idols for Durga 
Puja. The price usually ranges from Tk 35,000-60,000, 
depending on designs, said Paresh Paul, chief artisan of 
the pratimaloy.

“I started as a junior artisan about 12 years ago and 
set up my own team about five years back. Now, I lead a 
team of six artisans and we make about 12 sets of idols 
every Durga Puja. Besides working in my workshop, I 
also make idols in different mandaps on contract,” he 
said.

There are myriads of pratimaloys located in the port 
city, including Sadarghat Kalibari, Dewanji Pukur Par, 
Bosh Brothers Lane, Hazari Lane, Pathorghata and 
Nalapara areas. 

According to artisans, the task begins with the 
construction of a body-shaped structure with bamboo 
and straws. Once done, clay is applied on the structure 
and polished to give it the shape before it is left for drying. 
Once dry, the process of painting and decorating the idols 
begin.

This year, Durga Puja will be celebrated in over 2,000 
mandaps in the district, including 278 mandaps in the city 
alone, said Shyamal Kumar Palit, president of Chattogram 
District Puja Udjapan Committee.

Meanwhile, CMP Commissioner Krishna Pada Roy, in 
a press briefing, said four-tier security measures would be 
taken in the city during the puja to thwart any untoward 
situation.

An artisan puts the final touches on an idol in the port city’s Sadarghat area 
yesterday. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN


