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Transport strike spells

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Jalal Uddin went to Karnaphuli
Shah Amanat Bridge area in
Chattogram yesterday morning
as he was supposed to travel to
Chandanaish upazila for work,
but to his surprise he saw no
public bus leaving from the
makeshift bus terminal.

After asking around, he found
out thatastrike hasbeenimposed
on the southern Chattogram

routes along with Cox’s

Bazar and Bandarban

districts.
Like Jalal,
hundreds of /

passengers |
got stuck due |
to the sudden |
strike enforced
by the transport
OwWner s

and workers’
organisations.
Their demands

included prohibiting buses
from operating without route
permits and stopping three-
wheelers and human hauliers
from operating on highways.
Although the strike was called

——

" had left since
morning, and
they had to suffer
at the makeshift
terminal waiting for
buses for hours under

the scorching sun.

Bahaddarhat bus terminal
was shifted to Karnaphuli
Shah  Amanat Bridge area
temporarily under a tripartite
agreement between Chattogram

De——

PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

and the terminal management
committee on August 23, 2011.

It was shifted to the outskirts
of the port city to ease traffic
congestion, said CMP and CDA
sources, adding that the bus
terminal was supposed (o be re-
shifted to Bahaddarhat area in
2014, but has yet to be done.

There are no waiting facilities
for passengers in the current
makeshift terminal, so passengers

misery for commuters

claimed that their strike was a
pre-declared and well-circulated
one.

“We have informed the
media about the strike and
sent press releases to them,”
said Mohammad Musa, general
secretary of Arakan Sarak
Paribahan Shramik Union.

“Buses  without  permits
regularly operate on 20 routes
of Chattogram, Bandarban, and
Cox’s Bazar,” he added.

“We have informed the high
officials of police and BRTA
about illegal vehicles operating
on different routes and the risks
of  three wheelers operating
on highways, but they are yet
to take action against it,” said
Mrinal Chowdhury, president
of Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Shramik Federation (East Zone).

He said this at a human chain
organised by the transport
organisations in the area.

Asked about the demands of
transport leaders, Amir Khasru
Bhuyan, assistant director
(general) of BRTA, Chattogram,
declined to comment on the
issue.

CDA

chairman Jahirul

SM Sultan’s
29th death
anniv today

BSS, Narail

Today is the
29th death
anniversary
[ f
renowned
artist  SM
Sultan.
Bangladesh Shilpakala

Academy, SM  Sultan
Foundation and Narail
district administration

have chalked out a daylong
programme at Sultan Smriti
Sangrahasala, Shishu
Swarga and Zilla Shilpakala
Academy in Narail.

The daylong
programmes include paying
tributes to the iconic artist
through offering wreaths,
Qurankhwani, milad
mabhfil, art competition for
children, prize distribution
and discussion on Sultan’s
life and works.

SM Sultan won Ekushey
Padak in 1982, Bangladesh
Charu  Shilpi  Sangsad
Award in 1986 and
Swadhinata Padak in 1993.

He was entitled the
“Man of Asia” in 1982 by
Cambridge University and
the Bangladesh government
declared him “A resident of

AL factional clash
leaves 30 injured

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Around 30 people were injured during a clash
between two factions of Awami League in
Mymensingh’s Nandail upazila yesterday. Ahead
of the 12th National Election, the AL organised a
training workshop for 420 members from Chhatra
League, Jubo League, and Sechhasebok League at
Nandail upazila parishad auditorium at 10:30am.

Kabir Bin Anwar, the co-chairman of AL’s election
coordination committee, was slated to be the chief
guest, but the event was canceled due to clashes.

Local sources reported that before the
programme could commence, clashes erupted
between supporters of incumbent lawmaker
Anwarul Abedin Khan Tuhin and former MP and
AL Nandail upazila unit president Abdus Salam.

On information, police rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under control by firing five
rounds of tear-gas shells, said Md Rasheduzzaman,
officer-in-charge of Nandail Police Station.
Additional police have been deployed in the area,
he added..

Contacted, Tuhin said a group of people
equipped with sticks and sharp weapons led by
Aminul Islam Sahan, secretary of AL Nandail
upazila unit, attacked his followers at the
programme venue.

Sahan denied the accusations and said Salam
and his supporters had not been invited to the
programme. So they were waiting by the roadside
near the venue to speak with the chief guest
regarding the matter.

According to Sahan, the clash erupted when
Tuhin’s supporters attacked them, and in response,
some AL activists intervened to protect them.

Due to the clash, traffic movement on Dhaka-

for two hours from 10:00am to
12:00pm, passengers said no bus

Development Authority,
Chattogram Metropolitan Police,

suffer on a regular basis.

However, transport leaders comment.

Alam could not be reached for

artist” in 1984.
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Mymensingh highway was disrupted for over two
hours causing sufferings to hundreds of passengers.




