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‘Protect 

Chattogram’
Environmentalists place 

48-point demand
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon and Bangladesh 
Environment Network yesterday placed a 48-point 
demand to protect the environment of Chattogram.

They placed the demands at a press conference 
titled “Fresh environmental disasters, perspective 
Chattogram,” held at Chattogram Press Club.

To mitigate waterlogging and floods, they 
placed 16 demands including saving waterbodies 
and rivers from pollution.

They also placed several demands to protect 
hills and forests. Their other demands included 
afforestation and putting a stop to erecting 
structures grabbing forest land.

In order to curb air pollution in Chattogram, the 
environmentalists also recommended enforcing 
and implementing stricter emission standards for 
industries, with a focus on reducing the release of 
harmful pollutants.

“We placed the demands to the authorities 
concerned to protect Chattogram,” said Mohammed 
Bakhtiar, secretary of Bapa (Chattogram chapter).

Environmental activists and university 
professors spoke at the event among others.

Body found 
at Kuakata 
beach
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

Police yesterday 
recovered the body of 
an unidentified person 
from Kuakata beach in 
Patuakhali.

According to police 
and locals, the body 
washed ashore around 
11:00am. Locals saw the 
body floating in the area 
adjacent to the national 
park on the beach and 
informed Kuakata 
Naval Police, who later 
recovered it. 

The upper part of 
the body was found tied 
with ropes.

Delwar Hossain, 
in-charge of Kuakata 
Naval Police Outpost, 
said the body could not 
be identified as it was 
partially decomposed. It 
has been sent to morgue 
for autopsy.

Three hurt 
in BCL, JCD 
clash
A JCD leader held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

Three people were 
injured as the Chhatra 
League and Jatiyatabadi 
Chhatra Dal activists 
clashed over establishing 
supremacy at Dumki 
Government Janata 
College in Patuakhali 
yesterday.

Police and students 
said BCL leaders and 
activists were staying 
at the college gate 
after welcoming the 
new students around 
10:00am.

Later, the JCD activists 
tried to enter the campus 
with a procession but the 
BCL activists intercepted 
them, triggering the 
clash.

Sabuj Sikdar, a BCL 
leader, said the JCD 
activists unnecessarily 
attacked the BCL 
activists.

Chakladar Golam 
Sarwar, president of the 
upazila JCD, denied the 
allegations.

Among the injured, 
two are BCL activists and 
one is a JCD member.

Dumki Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Tarek 
Mohammad Abdul 
Hannan said they 
arrested a JCD leader 
in connection with the 
incident.

Of the 
community 
clinics -- 48 

in Baufal 
upazila, 46 in 

Patuakhali 
Sadar upazila, 

44 in Galachipa, 
37 in Kalapara, 
21 in Mirzaganj, 

19 in Dasmina 
and 15 in Dumki 

-- 184 are in a 
poor state and 

are thereby 
disrupting 
healthcare 
services at 
grassroots.

Community clinics in crisis
184 centres out of 230 in Patuakhali need urgent repair

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Most of the community clinics in seven upazilas 
of Patuakhali are in a dilapidated state and in 
dire need of renovation.

According to sources at Patuakhali Civil 
Surgeon’s Office, 230 clinics were established 
in 2011 with one-story building for each.

Of these -- 48 in Baufal upazila, 46 in 
Patuakhali Sadar upazila, 44 in Galachipa, 37 in 
Kalapara, 21 in Mirzaganj, 19 in Dasmina and 15 
in Dumki -- 184 are in a poor state and are thereby 
disrupting healthcare services at grassroots.

At least 108 of the clinics need new buildings 
while 76 need repairs and 46 are in good 
condition, said Ashok Kumar Halder, deputy 
assistant engineer of Patuakhali Health and 
Engineering Department, who is responsible 
for the maintenance of these clinics.

At present, 19 community clinics are 
undergoing renovation works in the district.

Visiting Badarpur community clinic 
in Patuakhali Sadar upazila recently, this 
correspondent found that plaster of the walls 
and ceiling is crumbling while water seeping 
into the clinic through leaking roof after rains, 
damaging documents and medicines.

Lipi Akhter, a service provider at the clinic, 

said they have to work with an umbrella during 
rains and major accidents can happen at any 
time due to the dilapidated state of the building.

Birajla Community Clinic of the same 
upazila was also found in a similar state.

“The building is unusable as beams are 
exposed and rusty, while floor moldings have 
been removed. We are working here amid 
risk. I have reported the matter many times 
to the higher authorities but no measures 
have been taken yet to this end,” said Arifur 
Rahman, a service provider of the clinic and 
general secretary of Community Clinic Service 
Providers’ Association (Patuakhali unit).

Meanwhile, 229 service providers working at 
the clinics have not received their salaries for 
four months since June.

Amid increase in the prices of essentials, 
they are facing immense hardships to bear their 
family expenses and continue their services.

“We joined in 2011 on the scale of Tk 10,200 

and in total we get a monthly salary of Tk 16,700. 
However, in the last 12 years, our salary has not 
increased by even one taka,” said Faisal Hossain, 
president of the service providers’ association.

“Although the employees working in the 
government and private sector get a five percent 
increase in salary from July every year, we were 
not fortunate enough to get that opportunity.” 

Dr Kabir Hasan, civil surgeon of Patuakhali, 
said community clinics are in a very fragile 
state due to lack of renovation for a long time. 
Employees have to work at risk of life and 
patients are also not safe there. The matter 
has been brought to the attention of higher 
authorities several times, he said.

“The service providers’ salaries are allocated 
directly from Dhaka to the upazila level under 
a scheme, so they are deprived of an annual 
increment in salary. However, shifting their 
jobs to the revenue sector may solve this issue,” 
he added.

Community clinic in Kalapara upazila.

Badarpur Community Clinic in Patuakhali Sadar. PHOTO: STAR
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