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Man killed as 
truck hits bike
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

A medical officer was killed as a 
sand-laden truck hit his motorbike in 
Jamalpur’s Sadar upazila yesterday.

The accident took place on 
Nandina-Jamalpur highway, said 
Shah Newaz, officer-in-charge of 
Jamalpur Sadar Police Station.

Dr Hafizur Rahman, 38, from 
Masta village was declared dead at 
Jamalpur General Hospital.

He was going to Nandina 
Government Health Centre from his 
house. Police seized the truck but the 
driver managed to flee.

Driver found 
dead in Sherpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

An auto-rickshaw driver was found 
dead in Sherpur yesterday, a day after 
he had gone out of home with his 
vehicle.

Police recovered the body of Shah 
Alam, 50, a resident of Dhatua in 
Sreebordi upazila, from a paddy field 
in Jhenaigati upazila.

Jhenaigati Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Monirul Islam Bhuiyan 
said the body bore injury marks on the 
neck. He said  miscreants might have 
strangled the driver, snatched away 
the auto-rickshaw, and left the body in 
the field. A murder case was filed.

BNP plotting 
to seize power 
through violence
Says Quader
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Terming BNP a “killer of democracy”, Awami 
League General Secretary Obaidul Quader said it 
does not suit the BNP to talk about democracy.   

In a statement issued to the media, Quader 
protested BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir’s remark that even horses laugh 
when Awami League talks about fair elections.

“The BNP has been undermining democracy 
and elections and stealing votes throughout its 
history...,” said Quader. 

Quader alleged the BNP always captured power 
through plots involving violence and bloodshed. 
“They [BNP] are once again plotting to seize power 
through violence and conspiracy under the guise 
of their demands for a caretaker government,” he 
added.

On the other hand, Quader said Awami 
League is a long-standing democratic political 
organisation. 

‘CEC working 
as govt tool’
Alleges Khasru
UNB, Dhaka

BNP senior leader Amir Khasru Mahmud 
Chowdhury yesterday claimed that their party 
expects nothing from the current chief election 
commissioner as he is working as a “tool” of the 
government.

“The statements he (CEC) is making manifest 
that he’s thinking of putting (Awami League) in 
power though stealing (votes) like in the past. So, 
there is no reason to expect from him,” he told a 
seminar at Dhaka Reporters’ Unity Office.

Instead of focusing on the polls, the BNP leader 
also said the CEC has been making contradictory 
comments about the government’s assistance in 
holding the next general election.

Khasru, a BNP standing committee member, 
said no institution of the country, including the 
judiciary is now functional under the rule of the 
current regime.

“The only way to get rid of this situation is to 
remove this regime through united efforts,” the 
BNP leader said.

Regional cooperation
FROM PAGE 3

Sahni stressed the 
importance of South Asian 
countries working together 
to build resilience to deter 
global powers.

While China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative is a strategy 
for ensuring its resource 
sources, the US must 
recognise that the world is 
changing and that global 
financial organisations 
must become more 
inclusive, analysts said.

In a separate session, 

speakers said the recent 
BRICS summit in South 
Africa made attempts to 
decrease the US dollar’s 
influence. However, there 
are questions about what 
the alternative currency 
would be.

Chinese RMB can be 
used, but certain restrictions 
must be lifted for that. 
However, de-dollarisation is 
unlikely anytime soon given 
global GDP size and the 
dollar’s share of currency 
reserves, they said.

Ansar Al Islam 
FROM PAGE 3

Ansar Al Islam Bangladesh, 
and it was during this 
period that Sakhawatul 
took on the role of nayeb-e-
amir within the group and 
later moved to Pakistan.

When Ejaz was killed in 
an anti-terror operation in 
Pakistan in November 2014, 
Shakhawatul fled Pakistan 
and returned to the 

country. Upon his return, 
he resumed managing the 
organisational activities 
of Ansar al-Islam and was 
subsequently elected as a 
Shura member of the outfit 
in 2019. Due to his prior 
connections, Shakhwatul 
was tasked by Ansar Al 
Islam with establishing 
contact with Jamaatul 
Ansar Fil Hindal Sharqiya.

Amid the ongoing dengue crisis, waterlogged areas like this become a breeding ground for Aedes mosquitoes. Located near 
Khilgaon Bazar, the area had been dug up by the railway authorities for expansion, but now lays in this current state. The photo 
was taken yesterday.
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Demanding a stop to harassment 
of girls, students, teachers and 
guardians of Khairullah Govt High 
School in Gafargoan of Mymensingh 
formed a human chain in front of 
local press club yesterday.
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Dengue cases, fatalities on 
the rise outside Dhaka

DIPAN NANDY

Dengue cases outside Dhaka are 
continuing to rise than those in the 
capital, as the country grapples with a 
record outbreak of the mosquito-borne 
disease.

According to the latest report from the 
DGHS, Bangladesh has seen 2,23,564 
dengue cases and 1,086 fatalities so 
far this year. Among these cases, 
88,194 were reported in Dhaka, 
while 1,35,370 (66.56 percent) 
outside Dhaka.

The top 10 districts with 
the highest infection rates 
are Dhaka (88,194 cases), 
Chattogram (10,757), Barishal 
(9,718), Manikganj (6,907), 
Patuakhali (5,946), Lakshmipur (4,974), 
Pirojpur (4,588), Faridpur (4,546), 
Chandpur (4,091), and Gazipur (4,082). 

However, the number of deaths in 
Dhaka (685) is still higher than those 

outside the capital (401).
In the past seven days, from October 

1 to October 7, there have been 17,416 
hospitalisations and 46 deaths outside 
the capital due to dengue. In comparison, 

Dhaka city reported 4,360 
hospitalisations and 44 

fatalities during the same 
period.

In the last 24-hour till yesterday 
morning, the nation witnessed an 
additional 2,742 cases and 7 fatalities.

Local Government Minister Tazul 
Islam recently said many buildings have 
been erected in rural regions, leading to 

the formation of stagnant water sources 
that serve as an ideal breeding ground for 
Aedes mosquitoes. 

“It is important to promote awareness 
among all and take measures to eliminate 
these breeding sites,”  he added.

Dr Saifur Rahman, entomologist at the 
National University, said urban sprawl has 
been a major contributing factor to the 
spread of dengue in districts surrounding 
the capital.

“Besides, a significant number of 
individuals commute to Dhaka for work 
on a daily basis, and upon their return, 
they may unknowingly carry the dengue 
virus with them,” he added.

Public health expert Dr Mushtaq 
Hussain told The Daily Star, “No significant 
measures were taken to reduce infection 
or deaths. Besides, extended monsoon has 
also contributed to the menace.”

“We hope that the infection and deaths 
will decrease within one and a half to two 
months after the rain stops.”

From October 1 to October 7, 
there have been 17,416 cases 

and 46 deaths outside the 
capital while Dhaka 

reported 4,360 cases 
and 44 fatalities.


