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23 held for 
selling drugs
BSS, Dhaka

The members of the 
Detective Branch (DB) of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
(DMP) arrested a total of 23 
people on charges of selling 
and consuming drugs 
during the last 24 hours till 
6:00am yesterday.

Police carried out the 
drives at different parts of 
the capital from 6:00am 
on Thursday to 6:00am 
yesterday, according to a 
DMP release.
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of the Cabinet Division, 
said, “The birth and death 
registration server is not 
functioning properly. We 
receive complaints daily 
from 64 districts. If they 
have a personnel shortage, 
they should notify the 
ministry for a solution.”

“In our country, 50 
percent of children are 
born in hospitals. However, 
not a single hospital has a 
birth registration server. 
Taking initiative in this 
matter can go a long way 
in solving this crisis,” he 
added.

However, Registrar 
General Rashedul 
Hasan, the head of the 
office, dismissed all the 
complaints.

“The server remains 
operational at all 
times. Occasionally, it 
experiences delays due to 
a high demand. The city 
corporations point fingers 
at us, but they themselves 
don’t know how to use it 
(server) properly,” he told 
this newspaper.
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Appeal 
for help
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Tw o - a n d -
a - h a l f -
y e a r - o l d 
Md Awosh 
has been 
s u f f e r i n g 
from heart 
ailment with two holes in 
his heart.

Doctors at the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases have suggested 
that Awosh, the only son 
of Abu Hena Munim, needs 
an open-heart surgery as 
early as possible, which will 
cost around Tk 3.5 lakh.

But his family is unable 
to afford the expenses due 
to their poor economic 
conditions.

So, they have appealed 
to the affluent section of 
the society for financial 
assistance.

Aid can be sent to Md 
Yasin Sk (grandfather of 
Awosh), savings account 
no 0100054645231, Janata 
Bank, Baliakandi Branch, 
Rajbari, or bKash and Nagad 
number 01716855959.

Abu Hena Munim, a 
resident of Rajbari, can be 
reached at 01753268911.

Sluice gates need 
urgent repairs

Farmers in Khulna’s Koyra upazila fear losses in Aman cultivation
DIPANKAR ROY

Farmers in Khulna’s Koyra upazila are facing 
difficulties with Aman cultivation as sluice 
gates in the area are mostly not working.

As a result, fresh water cannot be kept in 
the paddy fields while saline water enters the 
fields through holes in the sluice gates during 
tide.

Farmers are passing days in despair amid 
the possibility of incurring huge losses.

To ease drainage and water collection, 
Bangladesh Water Development Board in the 
1990s constructed 27 sluice gates on 155km 
embankments in the Kopotakkho, Shakbaria 
and Koyra rivers flowing through the area.

Of those, five are completely out of order 
and 15 are hardly operational.

“Due to the non-operational sluice gate 
in nearby Gariabari area, rain water cannot 
be preserved in the canal, while heavy rains 
cause waterlogging in the paddy fields,” said 
farmer Ashraful Islam.

“Over the last 10-12 years, I am not getting 
expected yield due to lack of fresh water. The 
sluice gate has been out of order for years. 
We need to preserve rain water as river water 
is saline,” said Nimai Mondal of Hajatkhali 
village.

Hundreds of farmers in the upazila are 
facing similar problems.

According to WDB, five sluice gates in 
Hajatkhali, Oratala, Naksha, Ghoperkhal and 
Pabna areas in the upazila are non-functional 
while those in Masjid Kur, Amadi, Gilabari, 
Khoralkathi, Shalukhali, Hogla, Sheora, Bagali, 
Narayanpur, Gobindpur, Sutia Bazar, No 2 
Koyra, Gariabari, Angtihara and Padmapukur 

areas have not been working properly.
SM Shofiqul Islam, chairman of Koyra 

upazila, said most of the sluice gates have not 
been repaired for years.

“Cyclone Amphan damaged the sluice gate 
in Hajatkhali area and it sank into the river. 
The Oratala sluice gate collapsed five years 
back and is yet to be repaired,” he added.

Visiting at least 12 villages in the upazila, 
this correspondent observed that most of the 
sluice gates were not working.

While the sluice gates in Nayani and 
Shakbaria canals are operational, locals are 
cultivating fish within at least 15 dams in the 
canals, which stopped the natural flow of 
water.

Ashim Kumar Das, agriculture officer in 
Koyra upazila, said Aman cultivation will be 

carried out in around 14,720 hectares of land 
this year.

According to the Department of 
Agriculture Extension, there are 548 
sluice gates in Khulna district, including 
336 operational, 140 broken with little 
functionality, and 62 completely out of order.

“We have already informed the higher 
officials to fix these sluice gates,” said Kazi 
Jahangir Hossain, deputy director of DAE.

BWDB officials said the list has been sent 
to the higher authorities for repairing the 
sluice gates.

“We will repair the sluice gates that are 
partially functional in phases. However, the 
ones that are completely out of order are 
beyond repair,” said Ashraful Alam, executive 
engineer of Khulna BWDB-2.

Govt conspiring abroad 
to stay in power: Rizvi
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General 
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi yesterday alleged 
the government is hatching 
various plots abroad secretly 
to cling to power.

“By changing their tone, 
ministers are now talking 
about covert understating. 
In fact, they’re conspiring 
behind the scenes,” he said.

He was speaking at a 
procession brought out by 
Mojnu Mukti Parishad in 
front of BNP’s Nayapaltan 
central office demanding unconditional 
release of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia 
and Dhaka south city unit BNP member 
secretary Rafiqul Alam Mojnu.

“As people are not with them, they 

are now making secret understandings 
by going to different countries. “We’re 
ready to give a fitting reply to the 
government’s all plots and repressive 

acts,” the BNP leader said.
He alleged that the 

government has put many 
BNP leaders in jail because 
of its insecurity to lose 
power.

Rizvi said the government 
has been staying in power 
by depending on the police 
as it has isolated itself from 
people. “That’s why they are 

arresting opposition leaders who were 
leading the movement.”

He demanded the government 
immediately release all arrested BNP 
leaders and activists by withdrawing the 
false cases filed against them.

BNP’s movement 
threat a mockery 
Says Quader
BSS, Dhaka

Awami League General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said BNP’s threat of 
movement has turned into a 
mockery.

Quader, also the road 
transport and bridges 
minister, said the people have 
not forgotten yet that the BNP’s one-point, 10-point and 
31-point movements were nothing but failures.

In a statement, he said BNP secretary general Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and other leaders are spreading 
propaganda among the people in the name of so-called 
road march.

The people of Bangladesh know better that the BNP’s 
movement is a movement to bring Khaleda Zia and her son 
Tarique Rahman, who are sentenced in graft cases, to the 
state power through murder, coup and conspiracy, he said.

Quader said the country’s history testifies that BNP 
is a failed political party, which destroyed the country’s 
constitution and democracy and snatched the voting 
rights of people.

The AL general secretary said BNP is trying to create 
anarchy in the country through provocation.

AL is committed to resisting any kind of terrorism and 
anarchy involving the country’s peace-loving people, he said.

During BNP’s rule, the party gave terrorism and 
corruption an institutional form at all levels of the state, 
misappropriated the money of orphans and turned 
Bangladesh into a sanctuary of militancy, he added.

When BNP was in power, their achievement was 
becoming champion in graft five times in a row, he said. 

BNP leaders are spreading propaganda against not only 
the ruling Awami League but also various constitutional 
institutions of the country, he added.

Regarding Sheikh Hasina’s recently concluded foreign 
tour, Quader said Bangabandhu’s daughter, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, never returns home empty 
handed. She always brought dignity, prosperity and 
recognition to Bangladesh.


