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UN Green
Climate Fund
pledges reach

$9.3b

REUTERS, Berlin

‘Want to
achieve parity’

Says India on decision to
reduce Canadian diplomats
amid row

TNN, New Delhi

The United Nations’ Green Climate Fund
(GCF) has pulled in $9.3 billion in pledges
from 25 countries to help vulnerable
countries cope with climate change, the
fund’s facilitator said yesterday.

With global temperatures rising, world
leaders have been looking to boost support
for climate action amid mounting criticism
over a lack of urgency to respond to risks.

The GCF was set up under UN climate
change negotiations to help channel
money needed by poor states (o meet
their targets to reduce carbon emissions,
develop cleaner energy sources and adjust
to a warming world.

It is seeking contributions to fund
projects in climate-vulnerable counties
over 2024-2027, aiming (o exceed the $10
billion it raised in its last three-year round.

Some 75 percent of the contributors
increased their pledges compared with the
last replenishment round, with Germany,
Britain, France and Japan the biggest
backers.

India’s external affairs ministry yesterday said that
India asked Canada to downsize its diplomatic
presence in New Delhi as it wants to achieve
“parity” with Ottawa, adding that “discussions on
the matter are under way”. The remarks, made by
external affairs ministry spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi, come amid an ongoing diplomatic row
between the two countries. It also comes amid
New Delhi suspending the visa services to Canada
and calling for a reduction of Canadian diplomatic
staff in India. Addressing the press briefing
yesterday, Bagchi said, “Given the much higher
presence of diplomats or diplomatic presence here
and their continued interference in our internal
matters, we have sought parity in our respective
diplomatic presence. Discussions are ongoing
on the modalities of achieving this”. On being
asked if the reduction in the number of Canadian
diplomats could see a decrease in the number of
visas issued by the Canadian High Commission in
India, Bagchi said, “It’s up to the Canadian side...
our concerns are related to ensuring parity in
diplomatic presence”.

Members of Indian Army try to recover trucks buried at the area affected by flood in Sikkim in this image released by the
Indian Army yesterday. At least 14 people were killed and 102 were missing after heavy rains caused a Himalayan glacial lake
in northeast India to burst its banks, the worst such disaster in the region in more than five decades. PHOTO: REUTERS

Sept was hottest on record

Says EU climate monitor

Fresh violence
reported in
India’s Manipur

“The Donald Trump

show is over’

Says NY AG at civil fraud
trial

Two houses torched

TNN, New Delhi

Atleasttwo houseswere torchedin Manipur’s
Imphal West district on Wednesday night in
a fresh outbreak of violence.

Several rounds were also fired in the
incident which happened at around
10:00pm in New Keithelmanbi area. While
the accused were able to flee the spot, the
incident triggered tension in the area.

Security forces and fire services
personnel brought the blaze under control.

A mob of women who gathered in the
area following the incident was prevented
by the security forces from proceeding

AFP, Paris

Last month was the hottest September
on record by an “extraordinary” margin
as the world flirts dangerously with
breaching a key warming limit, the EU
climate monitor said yesterday.

Much of the world sweltered
through unseasonably warm weather in
September, in a year expected to be the
hottest in human history and after the
warmest-ever global temperatures during
the Northern Hemisphere summer.

September’s average surface air
temperature of 16.38 degrees Celsius
(61.5 degrees Fahrenheit) was 0.93C
above the 1991-2020 average for the
month and 0.5C above the previous

Change Service (C3S) said in a report.

Temperature records are normally
broken by much smaller margins closer
to one-tenth of a degree.

The report said the figure was “the
most anomalous warm month” in its
dataset going back to 1940 and around
1.75C hotter than the September average
in the 1850-1900 pre-industrial period.

“We've been through the most
incredible September ever from a climate
point of view. It’s just beyond belief,” C3S
director Carlo Buontempo told AFP.

“Climate change is not something
that will happen 10 years from now.
Climate change is here.”

The  unprecedented  September
temperatures “have broken records by

deputy director Samantha Burgess.
Global average temperatures from
January to September were 1.4 degrees
Celsius higher than 1850-1900, almost
breaching the 1.5C warming goal of the
2015 Paris Agreement, C3S reported.
That threshold was the more ambitious
target of the accord and is seen as
essential to avoid the most catastrophic
consequences of climate change.
The January-September average global
temperature was 0.05C higher than the
same nine-month period in 2016, the
warmest year recorded so far.
The EI Nino phenomenon which
warms waters in the southern Pacific
and stokes hotter weather beyond -- is
likely to see 2023 becoming the hottest

~_ AFP, New York

New York Attorney General
. Letitia James hit back at
| Donald Trump on Wednesday
| over his virulent attacks on
the $250 million civil fraud
suit she brought against him,
saying she will “not be bullied.”
“The Donald Trump show is
over,” James told reporters after the

77-year-old former president left court
at the midpoint of Wednesday’s proceedings.
Before leaving, Trump railed against James and
complained that the “rigged” trial with a judge
“run by the Democrats” was keeping him off the

further.

2020 record, the Copernicus Climate

A car passes by power lines downed by the high winds from Typhoon Koinu in Taiwan’s southern Pingtung
County yesterday. Typhoon Koinu grazed the southern edge of Taiwan, blanketing the region in torrential rain

and bringing record-breaking winds of more than 340 kilometres an hour to an outlying island.

Concern
Srows over
Iranian teen’s
metro assault

AFP, Paris

Western governments
on Wednesday expressed
concern after an alleged
assault by Iranian security
forces had reportedly left
a teenager in a coma, with
Germany’s top diplomat
dubbing the incident
“intolerable”.

A rights group also
called for an international
investigation into  the
confrontation on  the
Tehran metro, just over
a year after the death in
custody of Mahsa Amini
who had been arrested for
allegedly violating the strict
dress rules for women.

Armita Garawand, 16,
was attacked on Sunday
by female police officers,
according to the rights
group Hengaw. Authorities
claimed she “fainted” due
to low blood pressure,
denying any involvement of
security forces.

PHOTO: AFP

Dozens dead in attack on
Syria military academy

AFP, Beirut

More than 60 people were Killed
yesterday in a drone attack on a
military academy in Syria’s Homs, a
war monitor said, revising a previous
toll.

The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a Britain-based war monitor
with a vast network of sources in
Syria, reported “more than 60 dead,
including military personnel and at
least nine civilians”, and dozens more
wounded.

A military statement carried by
official news agency SANA said that
“armed  terrorist  organisations”
targeted “the graduation ceremony
for officers of the military academy
in Homs”, a government-held city in
central Syria.

The statement said there were “a
number of deaths, both civilians and
military, and dozens of wounded”,
some critically, including officers and
their families.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility.

According to  the  military
statement, the attack with “explosive-
laden drones” took place “immediately

after the ceremony ended”.
The general command of the army
and the armed forces decried the

“cowardly... unprecedented” attack
and said it would “respond with full
force... to these terrorist organisations
wherever they are”, according to the
statement.

Syria’s 12-year-long war broke
out after President Bashar al-
Assad’s repression of peaceful anti-
government demonstrations in 2011
escalated into a deadly conflict that
pulled in foreign powers and global
jihadists.

The conlflict has killed more than
500,000 people and driven half the
country’s pre-war population from
their homes.

an extraordinary amount”, added C3S

Chinese firm
sold satellites
for intel to
Wagner group

Says report
AFP, Paris

Russian mercenary group
Wagner in 2022 signed a
contract with a Chinese
firm toacquire twosatellites
and wuse their images,
aiding its intelligence work
as the organisation sought
to push Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, according to a
document seen by AFP.

The contract was signed
in November 2022, over
half a year into Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine in
which the Wagner group
under its founder Yevgeny
Prigozhin was playing a key
role on the battlefield.

The satellite images were
also used to assist Wagner’s
operations in Africa and
even its failed mutiny in
June which has led now to
the de-facto break up of the
group followed by the death
of Prigozhin and other
key figures in an air crash
in August, a Furopean
security source told AFP.

According to a contract
seen by AFP written in
English and Russian and
signed on November 15,
2022, the company Beijing
Yunze Technology Co Ltd
sold two high resolution
observation satellites
belonging to the Chinese
space giant Chang Guang
Satellite Technology (CGST)
to Nika-Frut, a company
then part of Prigozhin’s
commercial empire.

The over $30 million
(235 million yuan) price was
for the satellites themselves
and additional services.

The  contract  also
provides for the provision of
images on demand, which
allowed Wagner to obtain
satellite pictures both of
Ukraine and areas in Africa
where its mercenaries were
active including Libya,
Sudan, Central African
Republic and Mali, the
Furopean security source
told AFP.

year on record in the next three months.

presidential campaign trail.
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