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450 tourists 
in St Martin’s 
evacuated
STAR REPORT

Some 450 tourists, who 
were stranded at the St 
Martin’s Island in Cox’s 
Bazar due to inclement 
weather, were evacuated 
yesterday.

A tourist ship, MV 
Baro Aulia, carried them 
from the island to the 
mainland of Teknaf in 
Cox’s Bazar.

“Our ship left St 
Martin’s Island this 
afternoon with the 
tourists and it anchored 
at Damdamia jetty of 
Teknaf mainland at 
around 6:00pm this 
evening (yesterday) 
safely,” said Hossainul 
Islam Bahadur, director 
of MV Baro Aulia.

Operations of all 
types of water vessels on 
Teknaf-St Martin’s route 
remained suspended on 
Saturday and Sunday 
due to low pressure over 
the Bay. As a result, the 
tourists were stranded 
on the island.

Gandhi’s ideals 
still relevant
Indian envoy tells event 
marking Mahatma’s birth 
anniversary
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Mahatma Gandhi’s conviction in the innate 
goodness of humanity and peace, and non-
violence as a force for change remain as relevant 
today as they were during India’s freedom struggle, 
said Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh 
Pranay Verma yesterday. 

He made the comment during a visit to Gandhi 
Ashram in Noakhali yesterday on the occasion of 
the 154th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Addressing a seminar hosted by the Gandhi 
Ashram Trust on “Gandhiji’s quest for peace and 
harmony in Noakhali and its relevance in the 
contemporary world,” he said International Day 
of Non-violence is a strong affirmation of India’s 
long-standing belief that no cause can justify acts 
of violence and that humanism shall always prevail.

Verma highlighted that Gandhi’s historic visit 
to Noakhali in 1946 exemplified the extraordinary 
power of dialogue, empathy, and understanding, 
even in the most challenging of circumstances.

His unyielding dedication to the principles 
of non-violence and communal harmony not 
only brought solace to Noakhali, but also left an 
indelible mark on the conscience of humanity, the 
high commissioner said.

Fire safety drill inside 
Karnaphuli tunnel

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A fire safety drill was held inside the 
Karnaphuli tunnel yesterday, ahead of 
its inauguration on October 28. 

Around 40-50 members of the fire 
service and police participated in the 
one-hour drill from 11:30am to 12:30pm.

Former cabinet secretary Khandkar 
Anwarul Islam, bridge secretary Manjur 
Hossain and senior officials of the tunnel 
authority were present at the time.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will 
inaugurate the “Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Tunnel”. It will be 
opened to traffic on October 29.

Around 98.5 percent of the tunnel’s 

work has been completed so far.
“During the drill, a car was 

experimentally set on fire and tests were 
carried out on how to get it out. The 
exercises included quick evacuation 
of vehicles in case of accident inside 
the tunnel,” said Mohammad Abdur 
Razzak, deputy assistant director of fire 
service. 

He also said drills were held to avoid 
the risk of accidents and fire inside 
the tunnel and how to conduct rescue 
operations in case of such events.

Jointly funded by Bangladesh and 
China, the tunnel is 3.4km long with 
5.35km approach road and is being built 
at a cost of Tk 10,689 crore.
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70pc land lost to Jamuna
50,000 people from 50 villages became homeless in last 20yrs
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Abu Bakkar Mollah, 50, used 
to be a solvent farmer 

once, cultivating 
crops and vegetables 

all year round on 
a considerable 
expanse of arable 
land in Sirajganj.

However, in a span 
of three decades, 

Bakkar lost everything 
to Jamuna river erosion 

and has become homeless, 
destitute.
“My three brothers and I 

together owned around 50 bighas 
of land, business establishments, 
and cattle farms. Our family 
was happy and thriving. But the 
Jamuna has devoured everything 
we had,” said Bakkar, a resident of 
Pakhrail village under Chowhali.

Bakkar, now a day-labourer,  
rents a small land in Tangail’s 
Tebaria village with his family 
while his brothers also relocated 
elsewhere with their families.

River erosion left around 50,000 
people from 50 villages homeless in 
the last 20 years, said Chowhali UP 
chairman Md Faruk Hossain.

Upazila administration revealed 
the area of Chowhali upazila was 
around 210 square kilometres in 
2011, but now around 70 percent of 
the land has been lost to the river.

The river erosion has severely 
affected people’s lives and 

livelihoods, education, road 
communications, agricultural 
production, and trade and business.

“A few decades ago, we had 73 
kilometres of concrete roads made 
by the LGED, which has now been 
reduced to 30 kilometres due to 
erosion,” said Md Sirajul Islam, 

Chowhali upazila LGED engineer.
All government offices at the 

upazila level -- including health  
and UNO offices -- have been lost 
to erosion and are operating in 
makeshift structures.

As such, many people are 
not getting proper access to the 
government services, including 

healthcare facilities.
“River erosion began after the 

1998 flood but took a severe turn in 
2010,” said Md Mosharaff Hossain 
of Char Salimabad village, who lost 
his home, cropland, and grocery 
shop to Jamuna in July this year.

Md Milton Hossain, sub-

divisional engineer of Water 
Development Board in Sirajganj, 
said they dumped sandbags on 
the river bank to prevent erosion 
temporarily.

The government plans 
to construct a permanent 
embankment to prevent river 
erosion, he added.

Due to recent erosion by the Jamuna, many in Chowhali upazila 
have become homeless and had to take shelter on embankments or 
government establishments. Even after a month, a large number of 
school buildings are left abandoned, affecting education. PHOTO: STAR

Erosion takes a 
toll on education
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

At least 100 of the 128 government primary schools 
in Chowhali upazila of Sirajganj have fallen victim 
to river erosion in recent times, according to 
local education office. Of those, 80 schools 
sustained significant damage by erosion 
and had to be relocated multiple times.

When a school is devoured by the river, 
authorities shift it to another place and set 
up makeshift structures to run academic 
activities, which often contributes to an 
accelerated rate of student dropout.

“Every year, some 5-10 primary schools suffer 
due to erosion,” said Sajahan Miah, Chowhali 
education officer. “There were some 32,000 students 
in the 2017-2018 academic session. But the number has 
fallen to 24,000 in the current one,” he said. 

“Our school was located at Dhubuli. It fell prey to 
erosion a few months ago. Now, it has been shifted 
to Chanduir village. But our classrooms are still not 
ready,” said Jihad Hossain, a second-grader of Chanduir 
Government Primary School. 

School’s headteacher Alamgir Hossain said, “Flood 
water is still prevailing. There was financial crisis as well. 
That is why we are delaying reconstruction of classrooms.”
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