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increase power prices and 
the financial burden on 
taxpayers, the study added.

A few countries, 
including Japan and South 
Korea, are considering the 
use of co-firing coal with 
ammonia and blending 

natural gas with hydrogen, 
but such a process is still 
under piloting.

“Hydrogen and 
ammonia are more 
expensive fuels than 
gas and coal. Imported 
hydrogen procurement 
could be four to five times 

more expensive than 
gas procurement, while 
ammonia procurement 
would be seven to nine 
times more expensive than 
coal procurement,” reads 
the study.

Currently, the country 
has a power generation 

capacity of 23.2 GW, 50 
percent of which comes 
from gas-fired power plants, 
followed by oil-fired power 
plants (33pc) and coal-fired 
power plants (12pc). Since 
2015, the country has seen 
modest growth in solar 
installations, reaching just 
over 1 GW.

Bangladesh aims to 
increase the share of 
renewables to 30 percent 
by 2030 and at least 40 
percent by 2041.

“Bangladesh’s heavy 
reliance on fossil-fuel 
thermal power plants has 
reduced the country’s 
energy security while 
draining its foreign 
currency reserves and 
increasing local pollution. 
In addition, further 
expansion of fossil-fuel 
thermal power plants 
would jeopardise the 
country’s energy security 
and affordability,” the 
study added.
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Mamoon 
Sarker no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Brahmanbaria

Al Mamoon 
Sarker, a 
f r e e d o m 
f i g h t e r , 
an Awami 
L e a g u e 
l e a d e r 
and Brahmanbaria Zilla 
Parishad chairman, 
passed away yesterday at 
his relative’s residence in 
Brahmanbaria town.

He left behind his wife, a 
son and a host of admirers 
to mourn his death. 

Sarker was suffering 
from various diseases for a 
long time.

His funeral was held 
at Brahmanbaria District 
Eidgah Maidan. 

Central and local Awami 
League leaders, including 
Law Minister Anisul Huq, 
attended his funeral 
prayers.

He was buried at 
Sherpur graveyard with 
state honours. Other 
than being involved in 
politics, Sarker received 
numerous accolades for his 
humanitarian works.

Haringhata forest in peril
Locals continue to cut trees to collect kewra

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The Haringhata reserve forest in 
Barguna’s Patharghata upazila is 
facing a deforestation threat as 
locals are sneaking into the forest 
to cut down kewra trees illegally. 

Covering an area of 200 hectares, 
the forest sits at the edge of the Bay of 
Bengal and is home to kewra, gewa, 
sundari, and jhau (tamarisk) trees.

Recently, a group of 20-25 
people was seen collecting kewra 
fruit deep inside the forest and 
cutting down the trees as well. After 
this correspondent confronted 
them, the group tried to run away.

Even though the group was 
caught in the act and several tree 
trunks lay on the ground, they 
denied that they ever cut down 
trees for fruit collection.

Locals claimed that hundreds 
of maunds of fruit were also being 
collected by certain local groups 
every day from the upazila’s Tengra, 
Mejher Char, Char Lathimara, and 
Bihango Dwip areas.

Researcher and journalist 
Shafiqul Islam Khokon said, “Just 
like the Sundarbans protect people 
from storms and floods, the coastal 
forests of Patharghata protect 

us. But some gangs are cutting 
and destroying forest trees, which 
will increase the level of natural 
disasters in the near future.”

Forest Department’s Patharghata 
range officer and Haringhata area 
beat officer, Md Abul Kalam, said, 
“Due to our manpower crisis, we 
cannot bring these perpetrators to 
book. We didn’t give permission to 
collect kewra fruit in the reserved 
forest, and we have already filed 

a case against four people on the 
charge of cutting trees.”

Barguna Deputy Commissioner 
Muhammad Rafiqul Islam said 
action will be taken after an inquiry.

Patuakhali Sadar Upazila Forest 
Officer Nayan Mistry said many 
earn their living by making pickles 
and chutneys with kewra fruit and 
selling them in the village market. 
Also, when this fruit rots, fishermen 
use it as bait, he added.

Some local groups are cutting kewra trees to make the fruit collection 
process more convenient and to collect seeds and timber as well.
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