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MAHIYA TABASSUM

In a world where transformation is the name of
the game and reinvention is the key to staying
relevant, one artiste has taken a leap into the
unknown, leaving a trail of intrigue and fascination
in their wake. Xefer first broke into the scene with
her soulful covers, capturing hearts with her
deep baritone voice. Over the years, she not only
continued her musical journey but also emerged
as a style and youth icon. With chart-toppers like
Jhumka, Nei Proyojon to contemporary beats like
Harbo Na, and Ojana, she’s proven her versatility
time and again.

Your transformation in ‘Last Defenders of
Monogamy” has caused a significant stir in the
media. Could you share about your journey?
To begin with, I've overcome a significant insecurity
regarding my image. This new look has become
a part of my daily life. I had been accustomed to
a certain appearance for nearly 14 years before
adopting this new style, primarily for the film
Monogamy. I love how everyone received it with
positive responses and compliments.

It made me realise that perhaps my concerns
were just in my head. Farooki bhai repeatedly
assured me that I was looking beautiful in my latest

<4

-
#
"J

) “\2\*\* -\

SEX EDUCATION

look. So, yes, it’s been a wonderful journey, and
I've discovered another facet of myself.

Will this new version of you remain, or are you
going o revert back to your previous look at
some point?

I've become so accustomed to this new look that 'm
grappling with the idea of returning to my previous
one.

Your song ‘Jhumka’ is topping the charts and is
popular at weddings across the country. Was this
newfound success planned?

I didn’t specifically plan for it, to be honest. I also
made my acting debut alongside my favourite
artiste, Chanchal Chowdhury, under the direction
of Mostofa Sarwar Farooki bhai. What more could
I ask for? Everything seems to be falling into place
for me.

Do you see yourself on the silver screen in the
future? If given the opportunity, who would you
like to collaborate with?

My primary focus has always been on music. Acting
represents a new journey and a new learning curve
for me. If T were to make a silver screen debut in the
future, it would have to be something special and
personally resonant. [ haven’t planned beyond that
at this point.

Was there an instance where you felt frustrated
with your own career?

I've always remained true to
mysell. I believe that I

may have been the

first Bangladeshi

to release an

original English

album,  which
in itself was
a significant

challenge.
People often
wonder how
this transition
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Sex Education season 4 marks the final chapter
in the beloved series, taking the Moordale stars on
a new journey. In the latest season, they navigate
life at Cavendish College following the closure of
their school at the end of Season 3.

This fresh start introduces a wave of new
characters, including the formidable rival therapist,
Sarah “O” Owen, and the intriguing group, known
as The Coven, led by Abbi.

Otis, portrayed by Asa Butterfield, faces
competition from an established student therapist
at Cavendish, but his troubles don’t end there. He

grapples with heartache after being separated
from Maeve Wiley, who is now studying abroad in
the US under the guidance of Mr Molloy.

This season delves into the complexities of long-
distance relationships, postpartum depression,
and young adult business rivalry. New characters
like ‘O’, Abbi, Roman, and Aisha are introduced,
promising fresh dynamics and drama.

Since its groundbreaking debut in 2019, Sex
Education has captivated audiences, especially
young adults, with its unique blend of humour and
thought-provoking storytelling.
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Jhumka! During the pandemic, I

realised that I should venture into my unexplored

side. I believed that I was capable of doing it, and I
wanted to see myself in a different place.

Besides being a popular musician, you are also
a belly dancer. Why have we barely seen that
version of you?

How did you know! Yes, I am excellent at it. However,
I'm not giving it all away just yet. I want to keep
surprising my audience. I have reshaped my image
from flamboyant to a softer look, made my acting
debut and there are more versions of me yet to be
revealed. You'll just have to wait!

Are you aware that you’re s one of the first
YouTubers in our country? Do you think you
have received the recognition it deserved?

Even though I was amongst the first to drop covers
on YouTube here, I don’t think I could reach as wide
an audience as Salman could. I don’t have to have
the ‘tag’ as the first YouTuber. I don’t need that.

What’s next for Xefer?
My second-to-last release was Nei Proyojon,
followed by Jhumka. It’s evident that 'm going
through a transformation as an artiste, exploring
genres. I don’t want to limit myself
to a niche. I'm currently in
an exploratory phase,
and I have several
upcoming projects
and ‘experiments’
that you'll discover
soon. One thing
I can promise is
that I'll maintain
consistency
in releasing
new music.
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PHOTOS:

Leading the Times:
Pioneers Across
Generations
October 6 1 7 pm-11 pm
Aloki

Co2

Prateek Kuhad

Co2 by Prateek Kuhad is yet another quintessentially
romantic song of his. Lending his cushiony and comforting
vocal, Prateek produced a song that basically expresses that he

could have been a better partner following a romantic scuflle.
In his apologetic tone, the singer further communicates the ways

in which he can be better.

Prateek has the ability to make his songs sound like poems with the
use of fewer repetitive lines. Co2 does not fall short on that aspect.
The overall melody might sound a bit regretful but the hope he has
of being a better partner shines brighter. This song is an uplifting

piece for a leisurely time and is worthy of your playlist.

Comedy Grill
October 118 pm
Grilled

TRENDY STREAMS

Netflix

Jaane Jaan

Amazon Prime
Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem
Kahaani

Hoichoi
Datta

Hulu

The Boogeyman

THE

BOOGEYMAN

Disney Plus Hotstar
Sultan of Delhi

DELHI

: The Hybrid Experience
’ I
October 512 pm- 10:30
pm
Noborattri Hall, ICCB

ANG
bl

= hia g

S g




