
Saving rivers should 
be the top priority
Speakers tell event; stress joint efforts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prominent businessmen and politicians, 
who are exploiting the country’s rivers, 
must face increased pressure if we want 
to protect our rivers, said speakers at an 
event yesterday.

They said this while speaking at an 
event titled “26 km of Sutki River Under 
Encroachment: Citizens Call to Halt 50 
Years of River Plunder” at the Jatiya 
Press Club.

Speaking at the event, Professor 
Anu Muhammad, also organiser of the 
Environmental Protection Movement, 
said, “Saving our rivers should be 
the primary objective of democratic 
movements.”

Environmental organisations, 
including Humanity Foundation, 
Nongor, Safe Development Foundation, 
and Initiative for Peace, jointly 
organised the event protesting the 
encroachment of Sutki River in 
Baniachong of Habiganj.

Muhammad Shafikur Rahman, 
chairman of Humanity Foundation and 
Initiative for Peace, presided over the 
programme and called for May 23 to be 
officially recognised as National River 
Day.

He also announced initiatives such 
as river-themed debate competitions 
and research to educate children about 
the importance of rivers.

Prof Anu Muhammad highlighted 
that the occupation of Sutki river is 

just one example of a broader issue 
occurring nationwide. 

He emphasised the link between 
river occupation and GDP growth, 
countering a minister’s claim that wide 
rivers were unnecessary and could be 
filled to create land.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, the chief 
executive of Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (Bela), said the 
state of river administration is in 
darkness. She also stressed the need 
for courage and honesty in protecting 
rivers.

Muzibur Rahman Howlader, 
former chairman of the National River 
Protection Commission, clarified 
that while laws were sometimes 
misinterpreted, no law passed in 
Parliament contradicted the interests 
of rivers. 

He, however, acknowledged the 
commission’s limited power and 
funding.

Sheepa Hafiza, former executive 
director of Ain O Salish Kendra, 
stressed the importance of expanding 
the network and involving the youth to 
combat river occupations.

Other speakers at the event included 
Prof Anisuzzaman, a philosopher and 
vice-chancellor of Global University; 
Mohammad Ejaz, chairman of the River 
and Delta Research Center; Ibnul Said 
Rana, chairman of Safe Development 
Foundation; and Suman Shams, 
chairman of Nongor Trust Bangladesh.
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Habibur takes 
charge as 
DMP chief
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Additional 
I ns p e ctor 
G e n e r a l 
of Police 
H a b i b u r 
R a h m a n 
t o o k 
charge as 
the 36th Commissioner of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
through a formal ceremony 
at the DMP Headquarters 
yesterday.

Outgoing Commissioner 
Khandker Golam Faruq 
officially handed over the 
charge to Habibur, after 
a farewell from officers of 
different ranks, according 
to DMP media wing.

On September 20, the 
home ministry’s Public 
Security Division issued a 
circular, appointing Habibur 
as the new DMP chief.

This appointment at 
the DMP top post comes 
months before the national 
election.

Habibur joined 
Bangladesh Police as 
assistant superintendent 
through the 17th BCS in 1998.

He served as deputy 
commissioner of 
DMP Headquarters, 
superintendent of Dhaka 
district police, and DIG of 
Dhaka range.

Regional delicacies, 
crafts under one roof

4-day ‘Bangladesh Festival’ concludes in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Raisa rarely visits her grandparents’ 
home in Natore. She first  heard 
about the handmade Natore doll 
from her mother Sabrina Sultana. 
Yesterday, she saw the traditional 
doll in front of  her for the first time, 
thanks to the “Bangladesh Festival”. 

She bought six of the dolls.
The Bangabandhu International 

Conference Centre (BICC) and its 
adjacent courtyard displayed not 
only Natore handicrafts, but also 
traditional products and foods from 
across the country throughout the 
festival. 

Yesterday marked the conclusion 
of the four-day event, which drew 
visitors from various places. The 
festival celebrated International 
Tourism Day and was organised by 
the Bangladesh Tourism Board.

Sandip Chandra Dey, a shitalpati 
artisan from Jhalakathi, participated 
in the festival showcasing his 
products. 

Shitalpati, a type of bamboo 

mat, earned a spot on Unesco’s 
Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 
2017. 

“I received many orders during the 
festival, making it a highly successful 
event for me,” said Sandip.

The food corner attracted the 
largest crowd, featuring traditional 
dishes from various regions of 
the country. With over 70 stalls 
representing all 64 districts, visitors 
had the opportunity to savour 
heritage delicacies such as Naksi 
Pitha, Haji Biriyani, Bakorkhani, 

Chui Jhal, and kebabs. 
The diversity of regional flavours 

made it a must-visit destination at 
the event.

One outlet -- “Ching’s Kitchen”, 
was serving  a special dish called 
“Mundi” from Bandarban, a 
traditional Marma food. 

Cho, who runs the stall, said 
Mundi is a famous evening snack in 
the hill tracts. It’s a tasty soup with 
thin noodles and a strong coriander 
flavour.

The stall also showcased 
“Balachaw”, a spicy dish made with 
dried prawns and an assortment of 
spices. Cho noted that for those who 
favours spicy food, Balachaw serves 
as an excellent flavour enhancer.

According to the organisers, 
over 160 organisations including 
20 hotel-resorts, 70 regional food 
stalls, 29 districts under district 
branding, 26 craft souvenirs, two 
airlines, amusement parks, travel 
agents, tour operators, tour guides 
and foreign missions participated in 
the festival.

Cho, who runs the 
stall, said Mundi is 

a famous evening 
snack in the hill 

tracts. It’s a tasty 
soup with thin 

noodles and a strong 
coriander flavour.

A child looks through the view hole of a bioscope, trying to discover a world hidden inside the portable device. 
Many such rural traditions, now lost to urbanisation, were on display at the four-day “Bangladesh Festival” at 
BICC in Dhaka yesterday. The Tourism Board organised the event. At the fair, visitors were also able to enjoy 
regional delicacies and buy various hand-woven fabrics made by local weavers. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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