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Air pollution
rose by 13pc
over 3 years

Says CPD citing 2020-2022 data

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Air pollution has increased by almost 13 percent in the capital since
2020, says a study by the Centre for Policy Dialogue.

Dhaka’s air quality index score rose from 145.1 in 2020 to 163.7 in
2022, adds the study released yesterday.

The study titled Reducing Pollution for Greening Cities says plastic
pollution has also risen during the period.

The researchers surveyed 500 houscholds in May and June and
interviewed people about their perception of air and plastic pollution
and thoughts on how to deal with the crisis.

On an average, each resident spends Tk 4,000 a year for diagnosis
and treatment of symptoms thought to have been caused by polluted
air.
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ARMED FORCES

23 types ol military
equipment bought
in last five years

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 23 types of modern combat
equipment have been added to the
Bangladesh Armed Forces in five years
between 2018 and 2023, Armed Forces
Division (AFD) informed a parliamentary
watchdog yesterday.

The parliamentary standing
committee on the defense ministry was
also informed that in light of the Forces
Goal-2023, those war equipment have
been purchased or added to modernise
and enhance the capabilities of the army,
navy and air force.

The AFD placed a report containing
this information before a meeting of the
parliamentary watchdog at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

According to the AFD, those
equipment were procured from 12
countries. Also, two types of equipment
were made in Bangladesh.

However, the report didn’'t mention
how many pieces of equipment were
purchased and how much was spent on it.

Over 100 killed
in blaze atIraq

wedding party

A fire ripped through a packed wedding hall in northern
Iraq late on Tuesday, killing more than 100 people in a
Christian town that had survived Islamic State occupation
as authorities announced an investigation into the blaze.

Fire fighters searched the charred skeleton of the
building in Qaraqosh, also known as Hamdaniya, through
yesterday morning and bereaved relatives gathered
outside a morgue in the nearby city of Mosul, wailing and
rocking in distress.

“This was not a wedding. This was hell,” said Mariam
Khedr, crying and hitting herself as she waited for officials
to return the bodies of her daughter Rana Yakoub, 27, and
three young grandchildren, the youngest aged just eight
months.

Survivors said hundreds of people were at the wedding
celebration, which followed an earlier church service,
and the fire began about an hour into the event when
fireworks ignited a ceiling decoration as the bride and
groom danced.

Nineveh province Deputy Governor Hassan al-Allaf told
Reuters 113 people had been confirmed dead. The head of
the province’s Red Crescent branch said the death toll was
not final but that it “exceeds hundreds injured and dozens

Armed Forces Division said 11 types of killed”.
combat equipment have been added to The fire tore through a large events hall after flares
the army between 2018 and 2023. were lit during the celebration, causing a fire in the
These include China’s Light Tank, A firefighter checks the damage in an event hall following a fatal fire at a wedding celebration, in the district of Hamdaniya in ceiling, Interior Minister Abdul Amir al-Shammari said,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 Nineveh province, Iraq yesterday. PHOTO: AEP according (o state media.



