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Visa policy 
imposed 
for political 
purposes
Says agriculture 
minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Tangail

Agriculture Minister 
and Awami League 
presidium member 
Md Abdur Razzaque 
yesterday said the United 
States may have imposed 
the visa policy due to 
political purposes. 

The minister said 
this while interacting 
with local journalists, 
after inaugurating 
the agricultural fair 
at Madhupur Upazila 
Parishad premises in 
Tangail. 

“Sheikh Hasina will 
be the prime minister 
during the election 
period based on our 
constitution. We don’t 
care about anyone’s 
visa policy. No one can 
spoil the election with or 
without visa restriction,” 
the minister said.

Regarding BNP’s 48-
hour ultimatum, the 
minister said, “No matter 
how many ultimatums 
BNP gives, they will not 
succeed in anything.”

“I feel sad that BNP’s 
movement will fail again 
and its activists will sink 
into despair,” he further 
said. 

LALMONIRHAT, KURIGRAM

Teesta erosion 
worsens

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat

The Teesta river has continued 
eroding homesteads and arable 
lands at 12 places in Lalmonirhat 
and Kurigram districts, after 
water level rose following heavy 
rains.

At least 50 homesteads and 
about 150 bighas of arable lands 
have already been devoured by 
the river in the last two days, while 
around 200 more homesteads 
and about 1,000 bighas of arable 
lands are under serious threat.

Marjina Begum, 70, a 
resident of Kalmati village under 
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, lost 
her homestead on five decimal 
lands to the river on Tuesday 
noon, and has since then been 
living under the open sky. 

“I don’t know how I will move 
on,” she said.

Amjad Hossain, 67, of the same 
village also lost his homestead 
and two bighas of arable land to 
erosion on Tuesday morning, and 
is now facing a similar plight. 

“Teesta has left me destitute,’ 
he said.

Executive Engineer of WDB 
Kurigram Abdullah Al Mamun 
said they have been dumping sand-
filled geo bags at vulnerable places 
to check erosion. Due to a rise in 
Teesta water level, the erosion has 
turned severe, he added.

Mashiar Rahman, project 
implementation officer in 
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, said 
he visited the erosion-hit areas 
and prepared a list of affected 
families, who will be given 
support from the government. 

Several villages in Jhenidah and Magura are on 
the verge of disappearing from the map due to the 
Madhumati river erosion. Inset, the situation is similar 
in Kurigram and Lalmonirhat where the Teesta has 
continued to devour homesteads and arable lands. The 
photos were taken recently. 
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Madhumati 
devours roads, 
homesteads
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

The erosion of Madhumati river has 
taken a severe turn in Magura and 
Jhenidah districts, engulfing roads, crop 
lands and homesteads.

In Jhenidah, several villages 
under Shailkupa upazila -- 
Charparia, Moheshpur, Gopalnagar, 
Harekrishnapur, Armajhi, Raoypur, 
Ruijani and Bholanathpur -- are fast 
disappearing from the map due to 
erosion.

More than two-kilometre stretch of 
land on the river bank has been lost to 
erosion already, while many houses, 
shops and establishments, and crop 
lands are at risk. 

Panic is prevailing among the residents 
of Gopalnagar, Moheshpur, and Armajhi 
areas, where enough preventive measures 
have not been taken.

This correspondent visited the areas 
recently and found that erosion has 
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I lost my 
homestead and 

two bighas of 
arable land 
to erosion 

on Tuesday 
morning. 

Teesta has left 
me destitute.

AMJAD HOSSAIN 

Resident of 
Kalmati village in 

Lalmonirhat 

DENGUE TESTS IN NOAKHALI

Tk 50 on paper, up to 
Tk 1,500  in reality

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

Dengue patients are being over-charged 
by a syndicate at Noakhali General 
Hospital, capitalising on the shortage of 
test kits and intravenous (IV) saline.

While the government fixed dengue 
test kit prices at Tk 50, with private 
hospitals charging Tk 300, many 
patients in Noakhali claimed that they 
were forced to pay up to Tk 1,500 for the 
test.

A syndicate of hospital staffers, fourth-

class employees, Ansar members, and 
brokers is cashing on the helplessness 
of the dengue patients by demanding 
whatever they can from them for the tests 
or convincing them to conduct dengue 
tests at private hospitals instead, alleged 
locals.

Md Selim, 40, who was admitted to the 
hospital on Monday, said, “Even though 
this is a public hospital, I was charged Tk 
400 for the dengue test.”

Meanwhile, Anis Mahmud, 22, said he 
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