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Int’l Day for 
Universal 
Access to 
Info today
BSS, Dhaka

The International Day 
for Universal Access 
to Information will be 
observed in the country 
today like elsewhere across 
the globe with the theme 
“Importance of internet in 
free flow of information”.

On the eve of the day, 
President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
issued separate messages 
wishing all programmes of 
the day a success.

Tk 50 on paper
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had to pay Tk 820 for a 
dengue test in the same 
hospital. 

This correspondent 
spoke to a number of 
patients, all of whom said 
that they were overcharged 
by the hospital staffers. 

Benzir Ahmed, a 
resident of Arjuntola 
village, said, “Even a 
government hospital 
staffer suggested doing the 
tests at a private hospital, 
where I had to pay Tk 1,100 
for dengue test.”

Ismail Hossain, 20, 
attendee of a patient 
echoed him.

Similarly, due to a 

shortage of saline, public 
hospital patients were 
compelled to buy it from 
private pharmacies at 
higher prices.

“We have already sent 
a letter to the higher 
authorities seeking a 
sufficient amount of test 
kits and saline,” said Dr 
Masum, Noakhali district 
civil surgeon.

Some 1,768 dengue 
cases have been detected 
in Noakhali so far this 
year, according to the civil 
surgeon’s office.
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reached the villages 
following a rise in the 
river’s water level.

A similar situation was 
observed in several villages 
under Mohammadpur 
upazila of Magura.

Baliadi UP chairman 
Mofizur Rahman said 
they informed Water 
Development Board about 
erosion situation but they 
are yet to do anything to 
this end.

Ramananda Paul, 
Mohammadpur upazila 
nirbahi officer, said 
they have informed the 
higher authority. “I have 
also directed the project 
implementation officer to 
prepare a list of affected 
families,” he added.

“To check erosion, we 
have built a 150-metre 
embankment at a cost of 
Tk 1.5 crore in Kashipur 
area, while geo bags were 
dumped on river bank 
in Harekrishnapur area 
last year,” said Magura 
WDB Executive Engineer 
Sarowar Jahan Sujon. 
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PANDITPARA-HORIKISHORE ROY ROAD IN M’SINGH

Locals suffer for delay in roadwork
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Due to delayed sewage works on 
Panditpara-Horikishore Roy Road 
in Mymensingh city, residents have 
been suffering for over a year now.

This road is an important one 
in the city as it leads to several 
schools, colleges, district and 
police administration offices, 
Judge Court, museum, and two 
archeological sites.

The tender for this 16-month 
project was allotted to Faridpur 
Jannat Construction, which was 
supposed to complete the works 
by August. 

However, the works were not 
completed within the stipulated 
time due to a lack of monitoring, 
said locals.

Meanwhile, the dilapidated 
condition of the under-

construction road has exacerbated 
the sufferings of students, traders, 
and job holders.

“We have been suffering losses 
since the work started about a 
year ago. We have informed the 
Mymensingh City Corporation of 
our problems numerous times, 
but the work is still going on at 
a snail’s pace,” said Salahuddin 

Ahmed, a local trader who has 
been doing business in the area 
for the last 10 years.

Smriti Rani Sarker, a tea stall 
owner in the area, and Rashed, a 
salesman in one of the local shops, 
echoed the same.

“It is very difficult for students, 
their parents, and the teachers 
to reach school as the road is a 

menace,” said a local school teacher.
MCC is becoming busier 

with every passing day. In such 
circumstances, such delays are 
one of the main causes of the 
increased traffic congestion in the 
area, said Nazrul Islam Chunnu, 
convener of “Jonoudhygh, 
Mymensingh”, a citizens’ forum.

“We have to be careful while 
digging up the road as we have to 
look out for gas and electric lines 
underground. Heavy rains during 
the monsoon further contributed 
to the delay,” said Md Monir 
Hossain, project engineer.

Md Rafiqul Islam Miah, 
MCC’s executive engineer, said 
the deadline of the project was 
extended till December this year 
upon request. “We have asked the 
contractor to finish the work as 
quickly as possible,” he added.
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CHT crisis needs a 
political solution

Speakers tell event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Workers Party President Rashed Khan 
Menon at an event yesterday stressed that 
the crisis in the Chattogram Hill Tracts 
can be solved politically and not through 
militarisation.

“The CHT Peace Treaty is a significant 
achievement... The military approach 
attempted by Ziaur Rahman has been 
replaced by a political solution. One 
crucial aspect of the agreement was 
the demilitarisation. However, under 
the disguise of political instability, 
militarisation is being increased in the CHT. 
We must remember that the CHT crisis 
cannot be resolved through militarisation; 
it needs to be solved politically.”

Menon, also a lawmaker, said this 
at a views-exchange meeting titled, 
“Commitment and Actions of Political 
Parties to Implement CHT Peace Treaty,” 
held at Jatiya Press Club. The event was 
organised by the Chattogram Hill Tracts 
Treaty Implementation Movement.

“It should be considered whether the 
Awami League and other parties can 
also engage in this initiative of the treaty 
implementation movement. In the current 
context of our country, the strength 
and capacity of left-progressive parties 
are insufficient to make this movement 
successful,” he suggested.

Ruhin Hossain Prince, general secretary 
of Communist Party of Bangladesh, 
encouraged Jana Sanghati Samiti to step 
forward in this regard, emphasising on its 
potential role on a national level.

Bazlur Rashid Firoz, general secretary of 
Bangladesh Samajtantrik Dal, demanded 
constitutional recognition for different 
indigenous groups.

Dhaka University Prof Khairul Islam 
Chowdhury, also a joint convenor of 
the CHT Peace Accord Implementation 
Movement, presented five demands aimed 
at implementing the peace treaty and 
resolving the CHT issues permanently.

The demands include preparing a time-
based action plan to swiftly and effectively 
implement the treaty, ending military 
authority in the hills, ensuring the proper 
functioning of the Parbatya Chattogram 
Regional Council and the three hill district 
councils to guarantee local governance, 
making the CHT Land Commission effective 
for a permanent land solution, and ensuring  
participation of indigenous people of the 
CHT in the country’s economic progress 
and sustainable development.

Khairul also presented two additional 
demands concerning indigenous people 
living in the plainland: taking measures 
to reserve special seats for them and 
improving their quality of life; and forming 
a separate Land Commission.


