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DNCC DRIVE

200 illegal 
shops evicted 
in Banani
UNB, Dhaka

Over 200 illegal shops 
were evicted during a drive 
conducted by DNCC in 
Banani area yesterday.

Shops were evicted from 
both sides of the roads 
under ward-19. A total of 
Tk 2.25 lakh was collected 
in five cases for illegally 
occupying footpaths, 
according to a press release.

Executive magistrates 
Md Zulkar Nayan and Rakhi 
Ahmed conducted the drive.

DHAKA 

EXPRESSWAY

Toll collection 
tops Tk 5cr in 
three weeks
UNB, Dhaka

Authorities of Dhaka 
Elevated Expressway have 
collected more than Tk 5 
crore in tolls in the three 
weeks since opening of the 
expressway. 

Till 6:00am on 
September 24, a total of 
6,21,152 vehicles, mostly 
private cars, used the 
expressway and the 
total revenue collection 
amounted to over Tk 
5.03 crore, said AHMS 
Akhtar, project director 
of the Dhaka Elevated 
Expressway.

The prime minister on 
September 2 inaugurated 
the Airport-Farmgate 
segment of Dhaka Elevated 
Expressway. Authorities 
opened the section for 
vehicular movement the 
next day. It takes 10-12 
minutes to reach Farmgate 
from the airport via the 
expressway.

Police seek
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posts and give in-situ 
promotion to officers. 

Contacted, Md 
Asaduzzaman, general 
secretary of Police Service 
Association, said number 
of promotion in higher 
posts is very few in police 
cadre. “So, there has long 
been frustration among 
police officials,” he said.

The PHQ sent a proposal 
considering the situation, 
which the home ministry 
forwarded to the public 
administration ministry 
after scrutiny. “But its 
decision left police officers 
dejected,” he said.
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Humayun 
Kabir no more
BSS, Dhaka

H u m a y u n 
K a b i r 
Chowdhury, 
a senior 
f o r m e r 
t e a c h e r 
of cadet 
colleges,  passed away at 
the Combined Military 
Hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday. He was 90.

He left behind his 
wife, two sons, and a 
daughter. Kabir was buried 
at the family graveyard 
at Banchharampur of 
Brahmanbaria yesterday.

Kabir started as a 
teacher of Bangla at 
Faujdarhat Cadet College 
in Chattogram in early 
1960s and later served as a 
senior teacher of Cumilla 
Cadet College. He retired in 
1991.
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85pc house helps
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Khilgaon, Mirpur, 
Kamrangirchar, and 
Keraniganj, including 
female domestic workers 
and women employers, 
participated in this study 
conducted by Associates 
for Innovative Research 
and Development.

The study was 
undertaken to evaluate the 
impact of Project Shuchona, 
a 25-month-long initiative 
supported by Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, 
which empowers domestic 
workers with knowledge 
and access to digital 
financial services to improve 
their financial autonomy.

According to the study, 
84.5 percent of female 
domestic workers have 
control over their finances 
as they receive their salaries 
through MFS. Before, the 
figure was only 19 percent.

Also, about 97 percent of 
domestic workers use MFS 
on their personal phones 
while 3.40 percent avail the 
services through common 
or familial phones.

“To achieve smart 
Bangladesh by 2041, we 

need to develop smart 
citizens, economy, society, 
and governance. Thus, it 
is necessary to include our 
domestic workers in the 
smart financial system,” said 
Ayesha Siddiqui, deputy 
director of the Directorate 
of Women Affairs.

“A policy is in place to 
help domestic workers, but 
there is no law to ensure 
their rights. A law needs to 
be in place,” said Mujibul 
Haque, former state 
minister for labour and 
employment.

Md Moynul Haque 
Bhuiyan, deputy secretary 
of ICT Division, called 
for development of an 
application to monitor the 
working hours of domestic 
helpers to ensure their 
rightful payment.

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director of 
MJF, said economic 
empowerment of domestic 
workers will help elevate 
their social status. This 
project will encourage 
other workers and 
employers to opt for MFS, 
creating awareness in this 
regard.

A decade-long 
waterlogging woe
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Waterlogging has continued to make 
life miserable for around 2,000 families 
living in Mymensingh city’s Balashpur 
Madhyapara for at least a decade.

While the Mymensingh City 
Corporation authority repeatedly made 
claims of undertaking construction 
works of new drains, no visible 
development has yet to be seen, said 
locals. 

The area stays submerged for five 
months a year during monsoon, from 
May till September.

This year, the situation has become 
unbearable. Even after moderate rains, 
the area becomes flooded and remains 
waterlogged for the next 15-20 days, 
said Farida Parven, a resident.

“We cannot attend classes regularly 
during monsoon as we are forced to 
stay indoors,” said Fahim Hasan Rafim, 
a fourth grader.

Farhad Islam Riad, a student at Govt 
Ananda Mohan College, and Alif, a 
madrasa student, echoed the same.

“The area stays submerged in knee-
deep water for days following rains, with 
water entering homes,” said Kulsum 

Bewa, who has been living in the area 
for the last 35 years.

According to locals, the situation 
became severe following drainage 
works on Balashpur Madhyapara road 
in 2013.

Earlier, the water used to recede into 
a drain that was connected to another 
drain of Railway Power House Colony in 
neighbouring Kewatkhali area, but the 
former got clogged later.

Furthermore, the area has no trash 
bins, which lead to clogging the drains, 
adding to this menace.

Contacted, Md Rafiqul Islam Miah, 
chief engineer of MCC, said, “Drainage 
works in the area will begin soon under 
a Tk 8 crore project. We also look to 
set up trash bins and start cleaning up 
operations soon.”
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US assistant 
secretary due 
this week
UNB, Dhaka

U S 
A s s i s t a n t 
S e c r e t a r y 
of State for 
C o n s u l a r 
Affairs Rena 
Bitter is 
s che du le d 
to travel to 
Islamabad, Karachi, and 
Dhaka from September 25 
to October 2.

Bitter will meet with 
embassy and consulate 
staff. She will also meet 
with government officials 
to discuss consular issues.

“Her trip underscores 
our deep and sustained 
commitment to the 
protection of US citizens 
overseas and the facilitation 
of legitimate travel and 
immigration to the US,” 
said the spokesperson at 
the US State Department.

Rena Bitter


