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‘Devil’s Breath’ seized 
for first time, 2 held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Narayanganj police in a drive on Saturday seized the 
drug  “scopolamine”, also known as “Devil’s Breath,” 
and arrested two persons for their involvement in 
selling it on an online platform. This is the first time 
this drug has been seized in Bangladesh, he added.

Superintendent of Police Golam Mostofa Russel 
confirmed this at a briefing at his office yesterday.

Shakil Ahmad, 30, and Md Rakib, 32, were arrested 
in Chandpur Sadar upazila and Tikatuli area in Dhaka.

Police seized 10 grammes of scopolamine, 1.2 litres 
of potassium cyanide, 2.5 litres of chloroform, six 
mobile phones, one laptop, and one register book from 
their possession.

The drug dealing was connected to a murder case 
involving the discovery of a Northern University 
teacher’s body on the roadside in Purbachal area of 
Narayangan’s Rupganj upazila on August 23 this year, 
said SP Golam Mostofa.

Police said a mobile number was found on the deceased 
teacher’s phone, leading to the identification of Shakil, 
who is involved in selling scopolamine online.

Over 72pc deaths due to shock syndrome
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severe symptoms, with 
a significant number of 
patients succumbing to 
shock syndrome. The 
increased mortality can be 
attributed to second-time 
dengue infections with a 
different strain and delayed 
hospitalisation.”

Meanwhile, Prof Md 
Niyatuzzaman, director 
of Mugda Medical College 
Hospital, said, “Many 
patients are coming to 

Dhaka from rural facilities. 
It takes seven to eight 
hours for these patients to 
reach the capital. That time 
is very crucial.”

“Many patients die either 
on the way to the hospital 
or within six to seven hours 
after admission. We do not 
get enough time to treat 
them.”

Meanwhile, the death 
toll from dengue this year 
has crossed the 900-mark 
as 16 new deaths were 

reported in the last 24 
hours till 8:00am yesterday. 

At least 3,008 dengue 
patients were hospitalised 
in the 24-hour period.

Dengue has so far 
claimed at least 909 lives 
this year and nearly 1,87,725 
were infected, making this 
the deadliest year since the 
first recorded epidemic in 
2000. This month alone 
witnessed over 300 dengue 
deaths.

The daily dengue 

bulletin from the DGHS 
relies on data from 57 public 
and private hospitals in 
Dhaka, and 81 district and 
divisional-level hospitals.

However, there are 
approximately 16,000 
more health facilities across 
the country providing 
dengue care, suggesting 
that the actual number 
of cases and fatalities 
may be significantly 
underreported, said 
experts.

Measures taken
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The meeting was presided 
over by State Minister for 
ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak.

On June 7, TechCrunch, 
a San Francisco-based 
online news platform, 
reported that the personal 
information of about 
5 million Bangladeshi 
nationals, including 
their names, NIDs, phone 
numbers and email 
addresses, have been 
leaked from a government 
website.

However, a government 
investigation in this 
connection could not 
determine the extent of the 
breach.

After more than a 
month of closure, the 

online application process 
for birth and death 
registration resumed 
in early September. 
However, citizens are 
still encountering 
various issues during the 
application procedure.

Rashidul Hassan, 
registrar general at the 
Office of the Registrar 
General, Birth and Death 
Registration, said the 
website freezes when they 
run a new and sophisticated 
web application firewall in 
the website.

“We have told the 
vendor to resolve the issue. 
Otherwise, we would have 
to use the old one, which is 
vulnerable to hacking,” he 
added.

River is a living entity
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currently in a critical 
condition, with some 
disappearing entirely as 
government institutions 
have failed to do their 
duties.

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association, and 
Suman Shams, chairman of 
Nongor Trust Bangladesh, 
attended the seminar 
among others.

Meanwhile, in front 
of Barguna Press Club, 
locals formed human 
chains, urging the relevant 
authorities to protect 
the Khakdon river from 
encroachment.

They also placed a five-
point demand to save 
the river, including the 
cancellation of the lease 

of the Khakdon riverbank 
in Barguna town and the 
removal of illegal structures 
along the riverbank.

Another human chain 
was formed at Neelima 
point of Patharghata, near 
the Bishkhali River.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
Green Voice, a youth 
organisation, arranged a 
four-day programme in 
collaboration with the 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Movement. 

In Aditmari 
upazila, Lalmonirhat, 
a programme titled 
“Save Rivers, Save 
Lives” was organised 
at the Swarnamoti 
Bridge, demanding the 
restoration of all the 
country’s rivers.

Green Voice also 
organised discussions 
and human chains at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Science 
and Technology University 
in Gopalganj, Sheikh 
Hasina University in 
Netrakona, and Sundarganj 
upazila in Gaibandha.
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Zeenat Meraj 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Prof Zeenat 
M e r a j 
Chowdhury, 
a dermatolo-
gist, died on 
S e p tem b er 
23, said a 
press release.

She served at 
Chittagong Medical 
College and later worked 
as senior consultant at the 
United Hospital, and CSCR 
Hospital and Diagnostic 
Center in Chattogram.

She is the daughter of 
Lt Col Dr MA Sabur, one 
of the first pathologists in 
Bangladesh.

She will be buried at 
Banani Army graveyard 
today.

Roushan Ara 
no more
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M s t 
R o u s h a n 
Ara, mother 
of ABM 
Riazul Kabir 
K a w s a r , 
f o r m e r 
member of Awami 
League’s central executive 
committee, died at her 
Dhaka residence on 
Saturday night. She was 84.

She left behind her seven 
sons and two daughters.

She was buried in the 
Banani Graveyard yesterday 
following her namaz-e-
janaza at the East Goran 
Nurbagh Mosque.

Awami League President 
and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina yesterday expressed 
deep shock at the death.

In a condolence message, 
the prime minister prayed 
for the eternal peace of 
the departed soul and 
conveyed deep sympathy to 
the bereaved family.

In another condolence 
message, AL General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader 
also expressed sorrow at 
her demise.

Fisher Subash Deori busy fixing a hook as he sits on a dinghy in Basanda river of Jhalakathi. He usually catches 
shrimps, among other small varieties, and sells those in the local markets. He makes about Tk 1,000 a day.  
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