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ACC sues BIWTA 
employee, wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

The Anti-Corruption Commission 
yesterday filed two cases against a 
revenue collector of BIWTA and his wife 
for acquiring Tk 1,78,40,433 through 
irregularities and corruption.

ACC Assistant Director Sayed 
Mohammad Emran filed the cases against 
Rafikul Islam, BIWTA employee at its 
Narayanganj office; and his wife Shahida 
Begum, said Mainul Hasan Rawshani, 
deputy director at ACC office.

According to a case, Rafikul Islam 
concealed the information of gaining 
assets worth Tk 12,50,000 and he amassed 
assets worth Tk 1,19,61,533 through 
irregularities.

In another case, his wife Shahida has 
been accused of hiding information of 
assets worth Tk 50 lakh and gaining illegal 
wealth worth Tk 58,78,900.

Earlier, ACC summoned Rafikul 
Islam on March 29 to investigate the 
corruption allegations. Currently, Rafikul 
is on post-retirement leave (PRL). He is 
also the general secretary of CBA’s central 
committee, sources said.

When contacted, Rafikul refused to 
comment on the cases.
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Four killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed in road accidents in two 
districts yesterday, according to reports from our 
correspondents.

In Tangail, two motorcyclists were killed after 
a bus hit them on Bangabandhu Bridge East Link 
Road.

Ismail Hossain, 55, from Dhanbari in Tangail; 
and Masudur Rahman Majumdar, 54, from 
Hajiganj in Chandpur, died on the spot, said police.

Bangabandhu Bridge East Police Station 
Sub-inspector Liton Miah said a bus of Hasab 
Paribahan hit the two. 

The bodies were sent to Tangail General 
Hospital for autopsy. The bus was seized after the 
accident, but the driver and helper fled, he added.

In Mymensingh, a lorry driver and his helper 
were killed in a road accident on the Mymensingh-
Netrakona highway in Tarakanda upazila.

The deceased are Razib Mia, 25, driver of the 
lorry; and his helper Sajib Mia, 15. Both were from 
Haluaghat upazila, Mymensingh.

Quoting locals, Md Abul Khayer, officer-in-
charge of Tarakanda Police Station, said Razib 
and Sajib died on the spot when their brick-laden 
vehicle overturned after being hit by a truck 
from behind in Kashiganj Bhandari area around 
1:00am.

Police seized the truck, but its driver managed 
to flee the scene. A case was filed.

2 held over murder 
of journo’s mother
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Members of Police Bureau of Investigation have 
arrested two people in connection with the 
murder of Sultana Suraiya, the mother of Abu 
Sayem Akand, journalist for English daily The 
Business Standard, in Tangail’s Bhuapur upazila.

The arrestees are Al Amin Akand, 22, neighbour 
and relative of the deceased, and Md Labu, 29, 
said Mohammad Siraj Amin, superintendent of 
Tangail PBI yesterday.

Sultana Suraiya, 65, wife of late Abdur Rahim 
Akand, lived alone in her village house in West 
Bhuapur. Her son and two daughters live in 
Dhaka, said the PBI official.

On September 14, one of the daughters called 
her several times before finding the phone to be 
switched off. She then asked the neighbours to 
look for her mother.

Sultana’s neighbours found the house locked 
from outside. After peeking inside, they saw 
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Mother, 2 children 
die as haystack falls 
on them in Feni
UNB, Feni

A woman and her two children died as a 
haystack collapsed on them at Dakkhin 
Dharmapur village in Fulgazi upazila of 
Feni district yesterday morning.

The deceased were identified as 35-year-
old Sumi Akter, wife of Tipu Sultan, a 
Bangladeshi expatriate in Bahrain, and 
her two children -- Shahid, 5 and Siam, 2. 

Abul Hashim, officer-in-charge of 
Fulgazi Police Station, said Sumi was 
cutting hay from the haystack for feeding 
cattle in the morning. 

Her two children were also with her at 
the time.

At one stage, the haystack collapsed on 
them, leaving them dead on the spot.

Locals took them to Chhagalnaiya 
Sadar Hospital where doctors declared 
them brought dead.

‘No girl should be attacked 
for participating in sports’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Speakers at a programme yesterday 
said no girl should be attacked 
for participating in sports in this 
country.

Female players are doing well in 
sports and their participation can 
play a great role in reducing violence 
against women in the society.

The speakers said this at a 
programme jointly organised by the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports and 
Unicef, highlighting the importance 
of sports for children, in Batiaghata 
upazila of Khulna.

The ministry has been providing 
a special focus on sports for the 
development of all children, 
particularly girls in this country, they 
said.

“Since April 2022, Unicef has 
been collaborating with the ministry 
to incorporate sports activities to 
prevent violence against women and 
children and for their development 
using innovative approaches,” said 
Elisa Calpona, manager and chief, 
Child Protection programme of 
Unicef Bangladesh.

“According to Bangladesh Bureau 
of Statistics, violence against children 
and women affects over 45 million 
children,” she added.

Sports should be equal for all 
children, said Md Nazrul Islam, 
additional secretary of the ministry.

“It is wonderful to observe so many 
children playing and enjoying with 
their friends and fulfilling their right 
to play,” said Emma Brigham, deputy 
representative of Unicef.

Female players are doing well in sports and their participation can play a great 
role in reducing violence against women in the society.

Don’t want trade 
fair on playground
Demand Lalmonirhat residents

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Residents of Lalmonirhat continue to 
protest against the authorities’ decision to 
organise a trade fair on a playground. 

Lalmonirhat Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry is planning to host the 
month-long fair at Collectorate Ground 
from September 26.

“By hosting the fair, the organisers will 
deprive children of sports activities,” said 
Abu Ahad Khandakar, general secretary of 
Lalmonirhat District Sports Association. 

“The chamber of commerce has very few 
revenue-generating sectors, and earnings 
from this fair will subsidise its expenses,” 
said Humayun Kabir, its vice president.

DC Mohammad Ullah said, “Since 
the commerce and industries ministries 
approved the fair, the district administration 
granted them permission.”

Water accumulated on “Nazrul Chattar” in the busy Bakery Bazar area in Sylhet city can easily transform into an Aedes breeding 
ground due to a lack of cleaning by the authorities concerned. Dengue has so far claimed at least 867 lives this year and nearly 
1,76,810 were infected, making this the deadliest year since the first recorded outbreak in 2000. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR
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