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TIB noted that the 
present draft incorporates 
some of their prior 
recommendations to a 
limited extent. Nevertheless, 
they observed that key TIB 
suggestions pertaining 
to the elimination of 
superfluous clauses 
linked to individual data 
protection, government 
surveillance, and globally 
accepted data protection 
principles were overlooked. 

Furthermore, it 
expressed concerns that 
an excessive reliance 

on regulations could 
potentially amplify 
executive branch 
interference in the law’s 
execution.

Besides, the anti-graft 
watchdog  emphasised 
the need to review the 
draft in accordance with 
the input from experts 
and stakeholders, aligning 
it with internationally 
recognised practices 
before its introduction in 
Parliament, in contrast to 
the rushed passing of the 
Cyber Security Act.
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UGC OBJECTION
The NU administration 
posted a circular on its 
website on July 20 regarding 
student admissions for 
undergraduate programmes 
in LLB, BBA, Tourism and 
Hospitality Management, 
and Nutrition and Food 
Science at its Gazipur central 
campus. However, referring 
to the NU Act, the UGC on 
Tuesday said the university’s 
primary mission is to 
supervise affiliated colleges, 
enhance curricula at the 
graduate and postgraduate 
levels, enhance educational 
standards, and improve 
teacher efficiency.

Citing section 8 (1) of 
the act, NU said colleges, 
schools, and centres 
recognised by the university 
are typically responsible for 
conducting all teaching 
activities related to 
awarding degrees, diplomas, 
and certificates. This can 
be done independently or 
in collaboration with the 
university itself or with 
institutions approved by 
the Academic Council of 
the university.

The circular for enrolling 
students in on-campus 
courses, in this context, is 
a clear violation of the 1992 
act, according to the UGC.
NU REPLY
Meanwhile, NU authority 
in its letter yesterday 
said according to section 
41(1), the admission of 
students in undergraduate, 
postgraduate and other 
courses in university and 
colleges shall be governed 
by the rules made by the 
admission committees 
appointed by the NU 
Academic Council.

NU also said the university 
will perform the duties of 

honours and postgraduate 
education organisations. 
“This means the decision to 
enroll students at the main 
campus is legal,” NU said.

Contacted, NU VC Prof 
Mashiur Rahman said 
there is no legal obligation 
to run on campus courses. 
“The law clearly states we 
can run academic activities 
at university and colleges.” 

“We already offer MPhil 
and PhD courses with 
approval. We don’t need 
new approvals from UGC,” 
he added.

Echoing the same, former 
NU VC Prof Harun-or-Rashid 
said NU administration has 
the legal authority to offer 
on-campus courses to 
expand higher education 
opportunities.

“The university’s laws 
and regulations restrict the 
introduction of courses in 
fields like medicine and 
engineering on the central 
campus, but otherwise, 
they have the flexibility to 
introduce various other 
programmes,” he added.

He highlighted that the 
university had introduced 
several advanced master’s 
courses at the main NU 
campus during the 2015-16 
academic year.

The university, being 
financially independent 
from the government, does 
not require approval from 
the UGC for its courses, he 
noted.
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for its unprecedented 
achievements in the 
overall development of the 
agricultural sector and 
ensuring food security.

Momen also joined a 
high-level meeting of the 
Rohingya Contact Group of 
OIC and called for resource 
mobilisation from OIC 
members to speed up the 

ongoing legal process at 
the International Court of 
Justice, for the repatriation 
of Rohingyas to Myanmar.

He said the Rohingya 
crisis is not just 
Bangladesh’s problem, it 
is a global issue. “We’ve 
given them shelter on 
humanitarian ground. 
But others also have a 
responsibility here.”

2 held over murder
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Sultana lying on the floor.
Her son filed a murder 

case with Bhuapur Police 
Station. Later, PBI took over 
the case’s investigation.

PBI tracked down 
Sultana’s phone which was 
missing and arrested Labu 
from Sirajganj. Police also 
recovered the knife used 
in the murder from his 
possession. On information 
from Labu, Al Amin was 
arrested. PBI said that both 
Al Amin, the main planner 

of the murder, and Labu 
used to do petty works in 
Sultana’s house.

The two entered the 
house with knives on the 
evening of September 13 
and remained hidden till 
around midnight. When 
Sultana found out about 
their presence, she started 
screaming. 

Labu and Al Amin then 
stabbed her to death. They 
stole Tk 12,000 and two 
phones from the house and 
fled.

Vandalism
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January to July this year, 
said the statement quoting 
media reports.

A case was filed 
yesterday in connection 
with vandalism of idols at 
Faridpur’s Tambulkhana 
Durga temple. The temple 
management committee’s 
general secretary Bhabesh 
Das filed the case accusing 
some 8 to 10 unnamed 
persons with Faridpur 
Kotwali Police Station.

On Tuesday, Bangladesh 
Hindu Buddhist Christian 
Oikya Parishad demanded 
immediate arrest and 
punishment of the 
perpetrators.
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Prime Minister’s Deputy 
Press Secretary Md 
Noorelahi Mina briefed 
media afterwards.

The citation conferred 
on Sheikh Hasina read: 
“Congratulations to 
her Excellency Sheikh 
Hasina, Prime Minister of 
the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh on the recent 
recognition by the United 
Nations of the ‘Sheikh 
Hasina Initiative’.”

The prime minister 
appreciated the initiative 
and expressed her support 
to it. She also stressed the 
need for improving medical 
and clinical research in 
Bangladesh.
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The tiger cage at the Rangpur zoo remained vacant since February following the 
demise of Shaon, an 18-year-old tigress. After a long wait, the visitors will now 
finally be able to see tigers as the zoo welcomes a new pair -- Romeo and Juliet. 
They were shifted from the Chattogram zoo. The photo was taken recently.  
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Man gets life term for 
raping fifth grader
UNB, Dhaka

A Dhaka court yesterday sentenced a man to life term 
imprisonment for raping a fifth grader in Dhaka’s 
Badda in 2015.

The convict is Nasir Hawlader of Jhalakathi.
Dhaka Women and Children Repression and 

Prevention-7 Judge Sabera Sultana Khanam handed 
down the verdict, said the court’s Special Public 
Prosecutor Afroza Farhana Ahmed.

According to the case statement, the accused and 
the victim’s family used to live at the same house as 
tenants in Badda.

On April 13, 2015, the accused raped the girl.
The victim’s mother filed a case accusing Nasir with 

Badda Police Station on April 15.
Police pressed charges against him on September 13 

of the same year.

RAPE OF 4-YEAR-OLD

SC stays HC bail 
for accused
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday stayed a High Court order 
that granted bail to Meheraj Hossain Tushar in a case 
filed for raping and killing a four-year-old in Cumilla in 
2018.

Justice M Enayetur Rahim, chamber judge of the SC 
Appellate Division, ordered Meheraj to surrender before 
the trial court. 

The judge also directed the Women and Children 
Repression and Prevention Tribunal-1 of Cumilla to finish 
the case’s trial proceedings in six months.

The incident took place at Krishnanagar village under 
Dakkhin upazila in Cumilla on December 17, 2018.

Meheraj secured bail from a High Court bench on 
August 21 and got released from jail on August 24.

Deputy Attorney General Sarwar Hossain Bappi said 
after getting released from jail, Meheraj threatened the 
mother of the victim for withdrawing the case. A general 
diary was filed in this regard.

The state then filed a petition with the SC challenging 
the HC bail order.
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BNP’s Sylhet 
road march 
today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP will hold a road march 
today on the Bhairab-
Brahmanbaria-Habiganj-
Moulvibazar-Sylhet route, 
demanding the resignation 
of the government.

Leaders and activists from 
five districts will join the 
march, said party sources.

Gayeshwar Chandra Roy 
and Amir Khosru Mahmud 
Chowdhury, among others, 
will join the march. It 
will start at 10:00am 
from Bhairab bus stand 
in Kishoreganj and move 
towards Sylhet.

Besides, short 
rallies will be held at 
Bishwaroad intersection in 
Brahmanbaria, Shaistaganj 
in Habiganj, and Sherpur in 
Moulvibazar. 

Sylhet district BNP 
president Abdul Quiyum 
Chowdhury said they 
have taken all sorts of 
preparations for the events.


