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NOTICE BOARD

Daffodil Education Network hosts
“Daffodil Education Expo-2023”

The two-day-long “Daffodil Education
Expo 2023"took place between
September 17 and 18 under the initiative
of Daffodil Education Network with the
theme “Education Skills and Jobs".

Safiul Islam Mohiuddin, MP
inaugurated the fair as the Chief

Guest. Sarwat Reza, Director, Business
Development, British Council
Bangladesh was present as the Special
Guest.

Safiul Islam Mohiuddin said that
today’s Digital Bangladesh will be
transformed into the Smart Bangladesh

of Prime Minister’s cherished dream by
the hands of the students of the new
generation. So, students need to be
trained in modern IT education and
skilled manpower in both software and
hardware industry to keep pace with
the advancing world.

NSU promotes gender
equality through

“Shomotontro: Debate
and Dialogue™ session

The Office of External Affairs (OEA) in
collaboration with the Office of the
Students Affairs (OSA) of North South
University (NSU) and BRAC jointly organised
an event titled “Shomotontro: Debate and
Dialogue” session on gender equality for
the students. The event aimed to establish
everyone's equal opportunities, rights and a
world without discrimination.

The Chief Guest, NSU VC Prof. Atiqul
Islam remarked, “Equality is not uniformity,
it is equal opportunity. We have to work on
our equal rights and equal opportunity. In
our society, boys are seen as property and
girls as responsibility. We have to change
our concepts about these terms.”

Nobonita Chowdhury, Director of
Gender Justice and Diversity Programme
at BRAC, conducted an interactive session
with the students, exploring into the core
principles of equal opportunities, rights,
and the pursuit of a world devoid of
discrimination.

PAVING THE PATH FOR GLOBAL EDUCATION FOR
STUDENTS IN BANGLADESH

Dr. James Abdey, Associate Academic
Director for the LSE-UoL programmes,
speaks about the recently launched CHESS
(Certification of Higher Education in the
Social Sciences) Programme’s functionality
and features, opportunities for the students
under the National Curriculum, and

the future prospects of completing the
programme.

Could you please tell us about the new
partnership for the CHESS program
between Universal College Bangladesh
(UCB) and the London School of
Economics (LSE-Uol)?
James Abbey: CHESS offers a pathway for
students to enroll in a University of London
degree. CHESS is effectively year one of
the undergraduate degree program, and
we are all about maximising access and
opportunities for students to ultimately
take a University of London degree.
Students who do not immediately meet
the degree level entry criteria can enroll on
CHESS, complete the first year of a degree
program, and provided they do sufficiently
well in the examinations, their registration

status then changes into a full degree
student.

Could you elaborate on the key features
and unique aspects of the CHESS
curriculum that make it an appealing
alternative for students seeking global
education?
JA: The CHESS program courses
are undergraduate-level
courses. They form part
of the main bachelor’s
degrees, and all of
these modules and
individual courses
are designed by LSE
academics. As an
academic, | wrote the
course materials for
the statistics courses on
CHESS. And while doing so,
I've ensured alignment with
the sort of equivalent modules
which | teach on campus at LSE.

LSE is a world-renowned research-led
teaching institution. The quality of our
graduates is held in very high regard by

major corporations around the world.
Here at UCB, students will have the same
opportunity at a much lower cost.

How does the new CHESS program
differ from other educational options
for students in Bangladesh, particularly
for students under the National
Curriculum/HSC?
JA: UCB will be conducting
its own admissions
process of interviewing
students to take
admission tests and
aptitude tests. I'd
again mention the
admission statement
of the University of
London’s international
programs about
maximising access. We
run these programs not just
in Bangladesh, but around the
world. Education and school systems
largely vary, but we don’t want to exclude
anybody. And so, the CHESS program
is appropriate for students who cannot

immediately meet the full degree-level
entry criteria.

How can the relationship between

UCB and LSE contribute to the greater
objectives of international education
and cross-cultural understanding?

JA: What the students will be learning here
will be designed in London by LSE faculty,
who themselves come from all parts of
the world. Therefore, students here will

be exposed to different ways of thinking.
We are going to be using the tutorial

voice of the academic, who's written the
learning materials. Also, if UCB students
wish to, there are opportunities to actually
travel overseas to London, and pursue, for
example, a summer school program with
us. They can directly interact with their
peers from around the world. Even if they
don’t come to LSE summer school, they will
remain a part of the global community. We
have over 10 thousand students pursuing
various LSE programs around the world.
There is always a great opportunity for
students to expand their networks beyond
Bangladesh.



