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With the new airport
terminal comes greater
responsibilities
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The fact that a 12-year-old has
managed to breach at least five
layers of security at Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport (HSIA) comes as
no surprise — despite leaving related
authorities scrambling to find answers
— since security has never been a
strength of our airport authorities.
One might remember the people
passing security with firearms, or a
plane being hijacked, albeit with a toy
gun.

In 2016, the United Kingdom - for
the right reasons - raised concern
about the security system at Dhaka
airport, and suggested preparing a
work plan to ensure a “sustainable
security system.” The lapses found by
a delegation of the UK aviation safety
agency were such that the UK even
warned of adverse impacts on Dhaka-
London flights if the situation did not
improve.

And then, on February 24, 2019,
the hijacking of a plane unfolded,
and red flags were raised about the
inadequate security systems at HSIA.
It was suggested that since it was a
toy gun, the metal detectors did not
detect it. But what about the other
security checks? State Minister for
Civil Aviation and Tourism Mahbub
Ali said that the hijacker had crossed
all the required security checks at
the domestic terminal of the airport,
before boarding the Dubai-bound
Biman flight. An obvious question,
how did he manage to smuggle the
toy gun inside the aircraft then?
Interestingly, the hijack was attempted

the very day the prime minister had
visited Chattogram and both the
airports were on VVIP high alert.

On March 6 that year, actor Ilias
Kanchan managed to pass the first
security checkpoint at HSIA before
self-declaring that he was carrying a
firearm in his laptop case.

Although security interventions
have been installed at HSIA -
including full body X-ray scanners,
explosives detection systems, and
dual-view X-ray machines - the recent
breach of security by the young boy
has once again brought to the fore the
loopholes in the entire system. While
this boy was not carrying any firearm
or explosive, he did not even have a
passport. The question remains, how
can an individual without a passport
board an international flight? What
kind of security measures do we have
in place that allow for such incidents?

Such an incident occurring weeks
before the partial inauguration of the
much-awaited third HSIA terminal
poses portents for the security
management team, and Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) in
general.

The third terminal is set for partial
inauguration on October 7, when
12 of the 26 boarding passages are
expected to be operational. The entire
terminal is expected to be usable
by the end of 2024, and once fully
completed, is expected to serve more
than 12 million passengers annually.
The current annual capacity of the
first and second terminals is about 8

million. Given that airport security
is struggling (o facilitate the existing
capacity, the security team needs a
significant revamp, and a watertight
strategy should be in place post
inauguration of the third terminal.

Gold and drug smuggling remains
a major headache for Dhaka airport,
with news of seizures making regular
headlines. Data from the National
Board of Revenue suggests that in
2022 alone, more than 52,195 kg
of gold, worth Tk 44,366 crore, was
smuggled into the country. The
authorities should, therefore, have
a plan in place to counter a possible
rise in such crimes with the new
terminal’s launch, as more passengers
mean higher risk of smugglers
taking advantage of said passengers.
Unfortunately, in such cases, airline
crew and even pilots have been
found to be involved, so vigilance has
to be even more stringent and all-
encompassing.

However, money and resources
must not be pilfered to tighten the
security system. While new resources
and workforce is required to ensure
uninterrupted and flawless security,
the investment and procurement
processes should be optimised and
strictly monitored to root out any
possibility of corruption. While
Biman has been responsible for
ground handling for domestic and
foreign aircraft, given the airline’s
shameless legacy of corruption, it
might be wiser to choose a different
handler for the new terminal.

While the new terminal will open
new windows of opportunity for the
country’s civil aviation sector, it will
also enhance the risks, including
those relating to national security
and smuggling. Only a facelift of HSIA
will not improve its reputation in the
international space. It is the service
and security that will speak volumes
about the airport’s efficiency and
trustworthiness.
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Karma is Novak Djokovic

With Novak Djokovic, there is a
recurring sense of destiny — almost
a cosmic force of “what goes
around, comes back around.” As
Daniil Medvedev secured his place
in the US Open final, it was evident
that the same fate was once again
at play. This highly anticipated
rematch harked back to the US
Open 2021 final, where Medvedev,
defying all expectations, clinched
his maiden grand slam thwarting
Djokovic’s historic quest to win all
four grand slams in a single year.
This time, however, different forms
of pressure emerged. But since
pressure is a privilege for Novak
Djokovic, he adeptly embraced it.

To understand karma’s role here,
one must delve into Djokovic’s
intricaterelationshipwith the crowd
in New York. From the onset of his
career, he found himself on shaky
ground with local supporters. In
2008, after defeating the American
Andy Roddick, the then 21-year-old
suggested in his on-court interview
that the crowd would be against
him due to Roddick’s accusations
of Djokovic feigning injuries. This
statement did not sit well with the
audience, initiating a two-decade
long relationship marked by its fair
share of highs and lows.

Then in 2011, Djokovic faced the
poster boy of tennis, Roger Federer
in the semifinals. At match point
down, he delivered an audacious
return. To celebrate, Djokovic
raised his arms wide open, almost
as il to say, “Support the other
guy all you want, but I will win
this match.” He saved three match
points and eventually won the
match. Federer in his post-match
interview attributed Djokovic’s shot
to “good luck.” Fight years later,
this came back to haunt Federer
at Wimbledon 2019. Djokovic once
again faced three championship
points and executed his return with
surgical precision. The message
was clear: it was no luck; it was a
mastery of skill. He went on to win
the title and to celebrate, Djokovic
sat down, plucked a blade of grass
and nodded his head in a manner
reminiscent of his iconic 2011
moment.

In 2015, Djokovic found himself
facing Federer in the final once
more. The crowd that evening was
unforgiving. Every error he made
was met with exuberant cheers,
as if it was the final point. Even
when Djokovic encountered an
unfortunate slip resulting in a cut
to his elbow, the spectators did
not waver in their enthusiasm.
When he ultimately triumphed,
his celebration was not one of
relief but rather of conviction. He
looked directly at his box, pointed
at himself and then pointed back at
his team.

Throughout his career, there
have been many moments that have
defined Djokovic, not just as a player
but as a human being. Outbursts
of emotions, racquet-smashing
incidents, and occasional tantrums
are all facets of his personality
that he has fully embraced.
Despite being often referred to as
a machine due to his unstinting
dedication and commitment to
the sport, it is these moments that
reminds us that beneath the veneer
of a [lawless tennis player lies an
imperfect man. He has his flaws
which are frequently magnified
in headlines. Yet, it is precisely
these imperfections that set him
apart from other players. In his
unique way, he remains true to
himself, regardless of what the
public think about him. The public
opinion and controversies however
do affect him, as he has openly
acknowledged. But over time, he
has learned to reconcile with them
and continue on despite the noise
around him. And the noise, packed
with negative energy, continues
on. Whenever he attempts to
adopt a more amiable persona, the
narrative often claims that he is
trying too hard; whenever Djokovic
refrains from doing exactly that,
the narrative shifts and elicits
comparisons to why Nadal and
Federer might be more beloved.

In 2021, the pressure was
paramount, and Djokovic faltered.
He cried into his towel and broke
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down in the middle of the final set
of the match. The burden of history
bore relentlessly. His remarkable
run that year marked the first time
a player had won all three slams
in a row from the outset and a
win would have secured a record
twenty-one grand slams marking
the most any men’s singles player
had won at that time.

However, Daniil Medvedev was
also running high in confidence
and that confidence outweighed
Djokovic’s desire. On a court where
he had been regularly vilified,
he was suddenly greeted with an
unprecedented  outpouring  of
affection. This display of love was
something he was unfamiliar with,
for he had learned to harness the
hate as fuel. Yet ironically, on that
very night as positivity fueled around
him, he could not handle it. He lost.

determined expression on his face.
It was a testament to the power of
his mentality, which is undoubtedly
the cornerstone of his victory.
Yet, once he made his way to his
box, he succumbed to a torrent
of emotions. In the comforting
embrace of his mother, he released
the emotions he had held in for a
year.

In June, fate answered Djokovic’s
call again and he lifted the Roland
Garros, cementing his status as the
only male singles player with 23
slam titles. It was a poetic reply as
this was the very court where Nadal
had claimed victory fourteen times.

Two weeks ago, as Djokovic
landed in New York, having won
two out of three slams, the pressure
of pursuing a calendar grand slam
had lifted. However, a different
kind of pressure loomed - the need
to reaffirm himself, having been
denied entry into the US for the
past season for reasons akin to his
situation in Australia.

In the semifinals, he confronted
America’s rising star, Ben Shelton,
with the unforgiving crowd at
Flushing Meadow solidly behind
their fellow countryman. Shelton’s
exuberant celebrations at every point
began to get on Djokovic’s nerves.

Novak Djokovic celebrates after defeating Daniil Medvedev in the 2023 US

Open men’s singles final.

In 2022, he faced more
challenges that have been widely
documented. He was deported
from Australia for breaching border
rules and not being vaccinated
against Covid-19. His absence
opened the field and Rafael Nadal
secured his 21Ist grand slam in the
very court where Djokovic had won
the most. Nadal then went on to
win French Open, taking his tally to
22. From having the chance to lead
the race, Djokovic was thrown off
the course. He had to catch up and

Throughout his career,
there have been many
moments that have
defined Djokovic, not
just as a player but

as a human being.
Outbursts of emotions,
racquet-smashing
incidents, and
occasional tantrums
are all facets of his
personality that he
has fully embraced.
Despite being often
referred toas a
machine due to his
unstinting dedication
and commitment to
the sport, it is these
moments that reminds
us that beneath the
veneer of a flawless
tennis player lies an
imperfect man. He has
his flaws which are
frequently magnified
in headlines.

salvage his reputation, all of which
he eventually did.

This vyear, he returned to
Australia, and despite heightened
pressure, he answered back in the
manner he knows best: winning the
entire tournament. When Djokovic
secured the victory, he gestured to
his head, wearing a resolute and
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So, when he emerged victorious,
he staged a playful imitation of
Shelton’s celebratory ritual - picking
up an imaginary phone, answering
it, and theatrically hanging up. It
was in many ways a move signalling
his readiness to challenge the status
quo. By now, one can say that
Djokovic has wholeheartedly started
to embrace the role of the occasional
villain. He understands that in the
theatre of sports, there are moments
when the hero and the antagonist
share the same stage, and he is
unafraid to play either role.

Djokovic’s journey to becoming
the Novak Djokovic that he is
today, was far from an overnight
transformation; it required years
of unflinching determination and
uncompromising effort. He works
exceptionally  hard, sometimes
even too hard. He is a perfectionist,
constantly refining every aspect of
his game to improve. He reads his
opponents like a book and then
translates the lessons onto the court.

However, the best version of
tennis he plays is when he is fuelled
by something greater than just the
motivation to win. It’s his ceaseless
desire to prove people wrong that
makes him become unbeatable.
When he is against the wall, he
jumps the highest. Many admire
him for that, myself included. There
is a certain allure in witnessing
someone who does not always
conform to other’s expectations.
That is probably why he has now
ventured into a place where no one
has ever been, the summit of the
sporting world, transcending tennis.

In last weekend’s final, the crowd
once again embraced Djokovic and
his name reverberated through the
ground. This time he prevailed,
defeating the same opponent who
had bested him two years ago with
somewhat of a similar score line.
This marked his 24th grand slam
title. It was a fitting culmination -
game, set, and perhaps a touch of
karma - a mix of what makes him
Novak Djokovic.



