
CITY  

The government set the price of onions at Tk 64 to Tk 65 a kg. But the price of the 
spice ranged from Tk 75-Tk 78 a kg in Tangail markets. Besides, people had to pay 

Tk 45-Tk 48 for a kg of potatoes while the cap was set at Tk 35-Tk 36.

Jica resumes 
sending 
volunteers 
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

After seven years, Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteer Programme 
resumed operations in Bangladesh this 
month, marking its 50th anniversary.

It was suspended following the July 
2016 Holey Artisan attack, which killed 22, 
including 7 Japanese worked for Japanese 
International Cooperation Agency.

Seeing the security situation improving, 
Jica brought back the JOCV, a cooperation 
scheme operated as part of the Japanese 
Official Development Assistance by Jica. 
Through this programme, Japanese 
citizens volunteer in partnered countries 
and use their skills and expertise to 
contribute towards social and economic 
development. Since 1973, Jica has 
dispatched 1,284 volunteers to Bangladesh.

BCL LEADER MURDER

Nine held with 
firearms in 
Pabna
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Police have arrested nine individuals in 
connection with the murder of BCL leader 
Tafsir Ahmed Mona in Pabna.

Law enforcement officers also seized 
three firearms from their possession 
during the operation conducted from 
Sunday to early yesterday, said Munshi 
Akbar Hossain, superintendent of Police 
in Pabna, at a press conference at his office.

Tafsir was shot dead on June 17 near 
Lokhmikunda market in the Ishwardi 
upazila of the district. 

The arrestees are Manik, 36, Chaman 
Hossain, 38, Rajib, 20, Fasiul Alom Anik, 
27, Shahin Sardar, 28, Ariful Islam, 32, 
Monirul Islam, 34, Amzad Hossain Obujh, 
37, and Mahafuzur Rahman Kala, 35.

According to police, all of them are 
affiliated with various organisations 
associated with the ruling Awami League.

Tafsir’s family members claimed that 
the motive behind the murder was rivalries 
over a sand extraction business. They also 
alleged that the perpetrators were engaged 
in the same business.
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Rain or shine, life goes on… Amid midday heat, four tea workers walk to another part of the Lakkatora tea garden in Sylhet 
after finishing work at one location as part of their daily routine. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

LALMONIRHAT HOSPITAL

Ambulance, 
gifted by India, 
lies idle for 2yrs
S DILIP ROY

A life support ambulance, gifted by India, remains 
unused and has been left under the open sky on 
the Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital premises for 
nearly two years due to the lack of a driver. 

The ambulance was handed over to Lalmonirhat 
Sadar Hospital on December 22, 2021 and has 
been lying idle since.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Ramjan Ali, the 
hospital’s superintendent, said the ambulance 
cannot be used as there is no driver.

Several letters were given to authorities 
concerned for the appointment of drivers, but 
there has been no recruitment till now, he said.

“We accepted the ambulance as a gift from 
India and we thought that we would get a driver as 
well,” he added. 

Three years ago, the hospital had two drivers for 
two ambulances. One went into retirement while 
the other driver, Shusil Chandra, has been ill for 
the past one year.

After Shusil fell ill, one of the ambulances is 
being driven by Alamgir Hossain, the hospital’s 
cook, the superintendent said.

Contacted, Alamgir said as he has a driving 

licence, he was driving the ambulance on the 
hospital authorities’ request . 

Meanwhile, hospital staffers alleged that many 
important parts of the ambulance were stolen and 
some dishonest hospital employees were involved 
with it. 

Asked about the theft, Superintendent Ramjan 
said, “I have no information about it. I will look 
into the matter.”

During his two-day visit to Bangladesh on 
March 26 and 27, 2021, Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi announced the gift of 109 life 
support ambulances to improve the quality 
of health services and deal with the Covid-19 
situation. 

ONION, POTATO, EGG PRICES IN TANGAIL

Govt cap fails to tame it
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The government’s price cap on onions, 
potatoes, and eggs have failed to bring 
down the runaway prices in Tangail, 
just like elsewhere in the country, as 
shopkeepers  have not complied with 
the decision.

The government on Thursday set the 
price of onions at Tk 64 to Tk 65 a kg. 
But the price of the spice ranged from Tk 
75-Tk 78 a kg in Tangail markets.

People had to pay Tk 45-Tk 48 for a kg 
of potatoes, while the cap was set at Tk 
35-Tk 36.

Only a few shops were selling an egg 
for Tk 12 in compliance with the order, 
while most were demanding Tk 13 or 
more.

Grocery store owners in several 
kitchen markets of Tangail in  Park Bazar, 

City Bazar, Chhoy Ani Bazar, Amin 
Bazar, Baby Stand Bazar, Sabalia Bazar, 
Bailla Bazar, Notun Bus Stand Bazar and 
Meser Market said they bought goods 
from the wholesalers at prices higher 
than the cap set by the government. 

They said they would reduce the prices 
if they are lowered at wholesale level.

Meanwhile, wholesalers, seeking 
anonymity, said it is not possible to bring 
down the price of these goods without 
increasing the supply.

One of the wholesalers said they are 
procuring half the quantity of potatoes 
than they normally do, which is why the 
price is rising.

Several potato traders like Abu Sayeed, 
Abu Taher and Siddique Hossain of Park 
Market, the largest wholesale market in 
the town, said they sell  local varieties of 
potato for Tk 50 per kg. 

Meanwhile, onion traders Borhan Ali, 
Abdul Halim and Akter Hossain of the 
same market said they are selling the 
spice for Tk 70 (at wholesale level), while 
eggs are being sold for Tk 11.

As the price is high at wholesale level, 
retail traders of the kitchen markets, 
including Farid Miah, Sankar Pal, 
Helal Uddin and others, have said it is 
impossible for them to comply with the 
government’s cap.

Citing the wholesalers, they claimed 
that they would have to buy the products 
with inflated prices at least till this 
Friday.

“The equation is simple. If we can buy 
goods from wholesalers at low prices, 
we can sell them to consumers at low 
prices,” said Abu Hanif, a retail trader.
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