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the accused individuals to 
surrender before the lower 
court concerned within 
eight weeks.

The bench comprising 
Justice Md Jahangir 
Hossain and Justice 
Mohammad Showkat Ali 
Chowdhury issued the 
order following a petition 
filed by the accused lawyers 
seeking anticipatory bail 
from the court.

Earlier in the day, the 
petitioners appeared 
before the High Court 
bench with their bail 
petition.

The case was filed with 
Kotwali Police Station  in 
the capital against 66 
people on the charge of 
attacking police in front 
of the Dhaka Metropolitan 
Sessions Judges’ Court on 
September 12.

Reportedly, at least 23 
people were injured during 

a clash between pro-BNP 
lawyers and the police in 
the area. 

The clash erupted when 
the BNP-backed lawyers 
organised a procession 
on Johnson Road, defying 
restrictions.

According to both 
police and BNP sources, 
seven law enforcement 
officers and 16 pro-BNP 
lawyers were wounded 
during the confrontation.

Among those granted 
anticipatory bail yesterday 
are BNP Joint Secretary 
General AM Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon and its Law 
Secretary Kayser Kamal, 
AKM Ehasnur Rahman,  
their lawyer, told The Daily 
Star.

Senior lawyer Zainul 
Abedin presented 
arguments on behalf of the 
accused lawyers during 
the hearing of the bail 
petition.

A ray of hope
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the patients and their 
attendees.

Among the critical 
patients in the ICU was one 
Lima Akhter, a 35-year-old 
housewife from Mirpur. 

Miraj Hawaladar, her 
nephew, said doctors at 
Mirpur General Hospital 
referred Lima to the 
dedicated dengue facility 
after her condition 
deteriorated. “My aunt was 
in the Mirpur hospital for 
three days. She has been in 
the ICU since last night,” he 
said.

Lucky Akhter from 
Manikganj, another ICU 
patient, initially spent two 
days at a local hospital 
before being referred to 
the Mohakhali facility, 
said her nephew Sumon. 
“Her situation is improving 
although she isn’t out of 
danger yet,” he added.

Md Alamgir from 
Gazipur is yet another 

critical patient in the 
ICU, whose deteriorating 
condition prompted his 
transfer from Gazipur 
Chandina Hospital after a 
three-day stay. 

“His platelet count was 
getting dangerously low. 
Then we were advised to 
move him to Dhaka from 
the local hospital. So, we 
did. But he’s still not out of 
danger,” said his younger 
sister Panna.

Contacted, Colonel 
Dr AKM Hossain Khan, 
acting director of the 
hospital, said the number 
of dengue patients are 
rising this month. “Mainly 
critical patients with 
platelet deficiency, shock 
syndrome, and low blood 
pressure are being referred 
here.”

“We have a sufficient 
number of staffers. If 
needed, the number of 
beds will be increased,” he 
added. 

49 athletes selected
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it with the prescribed fee 
during office hours within 
next Wednesday.  

Among other cricketers 
who were given the 
opportunity are: Ariful 
Islam, Prantik Nawrose 
Nabil, Shahriar Shakib, 
Mahfizul Islam, Shakib 
Shahriar, Ashraful Islam 
Siam, Nahida Akhtar, 
Deepa Khatun, Riya Akhtar 
Shikha, Mishti Rani Saha, 

and Halimatul Sadia. 
Footballers who 

secured the admission 
are: Anisur Rahman Ziko, 
Sheikh Morsalin, Md. 
Meraj Hossain, Ritu Porna 
Chakma, Nilufa Yeasmin 
Nila, and Rehena Akhter.

Other sports persons 
who take part in athletics, 
swimming, roll ball, kho 
kho, archery, wushu, 
badminton, boxing, 
basketball, volleyball, 

shooting, karate, handball, 
hockey, judo, and taekwon-
do were also selected.

DU authorities used to 
admit students under sports 
quota till 2003. However, 
in 2004, the sports quota 
was scrapped in the wake 
of criticism as irregularities 
had been found during 
admission. In July this year, 
DU authorities resumed the 
sports quota and formed a 
guideline.

55pc girls harassed
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Abdul Hamid, country 
director of Educo 
Bangladesh.

Adolescent girls 
who face abuse do not 
complain, despite having 
the opportunity, due 
to family obligations 
and social barriers. This 
not only affects them 
psychologically, but also 

compels them to take 
drastic steps like suicide, 
mentioned speakers. 

Nasima Akhter Jolly, 
secretary of National Girl 
Child Advocacy Forum; 
gender expert Sheepa 
Hafiza; and Dr Md Anwar 
Hossain, professor of 
social work department at 
Jagannath University, also 
spoke at the event.

MJF condemns rape
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unsupervised.
This is crucial to 

safeguarding children from 
potential predators, the 
press release added.

MJF also urged the 

authorities concerned to 
ensure punishment for 
perpetrators as per law.

Stressing on enacting 
policies to protect 
children, MJF also urged 
the government and civil 

society organisations to 
take up programmes to 
raise awareness among 
parents, guardians and 
teachers to protecting 
children from such 
violence.

Dengue claims 17 more lives
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large number of patients 
suffering high fever, joint 
pain, and vomiting, health 
officials said.

The government has 

taken initiatives to limit the 
spread of mosquito-borne 
diseases, they added.

There is no vaccine or 
drug that specifically treats 
dengue, which is common 

in South Asia during 
the June-to-September 
monsoon season when the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito, the 
carrier of the deadly virus, 
thrives in stagnant water.

27 organisations demand
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May 5-6, 2013.
In their statement, 

Forum Asia praised Adil 
and Elan’s work at Odhikar, 
a watchdog organisation 
dedicated to documenting 
civil and political rights 
abuses in Bangladesh. 

Their efforts 
have resulted in the 
documentation of various 
human rights violations 
in the country, including 
cases of extrajudicial 
killings, torture, enforced 
disappearances, and 
violence against women 
and minorities.

Since 2013, Odhikar’s 
employees, particularly 
Adil and Elan, have 
faced relentless judicial 
harassment following the 
publication of a report 
that documented the 
extrajudicial killings of 
61 individuals during an 
overnight crackdown on 
protests.

The statement further 
said Odhikar, along with 
Adil and Elan, has been 
subjected to various smear 
campaigns and criticisms 
for their human rights 
advocacy over the years.

After a decade of 
unwarranted harassment, 

the sentencing of Adil 
and Elan sends a chilling 
message to all human 
rights defenders in 
Bangladesh and beyond, 
the statement reads.

Mary Aileen Diez-
Bacalso, executive director 
of FORUM-ASIA, said 
in the statement, “This 
conviction, coinciding 
with the 25th anniversary 
of the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights Defenders, 
symbolises a blatant 
attempt to stifle dissent, 
undermine fundamental 
freedoms of expression 
and association, and 
criminalise the vital work 
undertaken by human 
rights defenders. These 
actions starkly contradict 
the core principles of 
democracy and the rule of 
law.”

The signatories are Asian 
Forum for Human Rights 
and Development (FORUM-
ASIA); Cambodian Human 
Rights and Development 
Association; AWAZ 
Foundation Pakistan: 
Centre for Development 
Services; Balay Alternative 
Legal Advocates for 
Development of Mindanaw, 
The Philippines;  Banglar 
Manabadhikar Suraksha 

Mancha, India; Bir Duino, 
Kyrgyzstan; Bytes for All, 
Pakistan; Centre for Human 
Rights and Development, 
Mongolia; Civil Society 
and Human Rights 
Network, Afghanistan; 
Defence of Human Rights, 
Pakistan; Human Rights 
Measurement Initiative, 
New Zealand; International 
Legal Initiative Public 
Foundation, Kazakhstan; 
Informal Sector Service 
Center, Nepal; Karapatan 
Alliance Philippines; 
Kazakhstan International 
Bureau for Human 
Rights and Rule of Law; 
Cambodian League for the 
Promotion and Defense of 
Human Rights; Maldivian 
Democracy Network; 
National Center Against 
Violence, Mongolia; 
Philippine Alliance of 
Human Rights Advocates; 
People’s Watch, India; 
PhilRights; People’s 
Solidarity for Participatory 
Democracy, South Korea; 
Public Association 
“Dignity”, Kazakhstan; 
Pusat KOMAS, Malaysia; 
Task Force Detainees of the 
Philippines; ThinkCentre, 
Singapore; and Women’s 
Rehabilitation Centre, 
Nepal.

Govt cap fails
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Meanwhile, many of 
these retailers said they 
are “unaware” of the 
government’s price cap on 
onions, potatoes and eggs.

Contacted, Shahinur 
Alam, assistant director 
of the Tangail Consumer 
Rights Protection 
Directorate, said most 
shopkeepers are claiming 
that they were not notified 

of the government’s 
decision. 

“So we are campaigning 
at all the kitchen markets 
of the district with loud 
speakers regarding this,” 
he added.

“Besides, the magistrates 
are conducting regular 
drives at the kitchen 
markets and fining traders 
for selling goods with 
inflated prices,” he added.
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Foyez Baksh’s 
death anniv 
today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
16th death 
anniversary 
of Foyez 
B a k s h 
Bhuiya, a 
prominent 
businessman and social 
worker in Lalmonirhat, 
said a press release.

On the occasion, a 
milad mahfil will be held 
after the Asr prayers at 
his residence “Jahanara 
Manzil”, Shahebpara, 
Storepara Jame Mosque, 
and Station Jame Mosque 
in Lalmonirhat.   On behalf 
of the family members, his 
eldest son Dr Md Lutfor 
Rahman, and third son 
AHM Habibur Rahman 
Bhuiya (Zinna) requested all 
to attend the programmes 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.
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