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Prepare for a long 
war in Ukraine

Nato chief warns; Russia says Ukrainian 
drones strike Crimea, Moscow, oil depot

AFP, Frankfurt

Nato chief Jens Stoltenberg has 
warned there will be no swift end to the 
Ukraine war, in an interview published 
yesterday, as Kyiv pushes on with its 
counteroffensive against Russia.

“Most wars last longer than 
expected when they first begin,” 
Stoltenberg said in an interview 
with Germany’s Funke media group. 
“Therefore we must prepare ourselves 
for a long war in Ukraine.”

The conflict began in February, 
2022 when Moscow sent its forces into 
Ukraine, bringing war back to Europe 
for the first time in decades. 

“We are all wishing for a quick 
peace,” said Stoltenberg. “But at the 
same time we must recognise: if 
President (Volodymyr) Zelensky and 
the Ukrainians stop fighting, their 
country will no longer exist.

“If President (Vladimir) Putin and 

Russia lay down their weapons, we will 
have peace.”

On Ukraine’s ambitions to join the 
alliance, Stoltenberg said: “There is no 
doubt that Ukraine will eventually be 
in Nato.”

Kyiv had “moved closer to Nato” at a 
summit of the alliance in July, he said. 
“When this war ends, we need security 
guarantees for Ukraine. Otherwise, 
history could repeat itself,” he added.

Meanwhile, Russia said it had 
thwarted a coordinated Ukrainian 
attack on Crimea early yesterday, 
while drones also targeted Moscow, 
disrupting air traffic in the capital, 
and caused a fire at an oil depot in the 
southwest of the country.

Ukraine in recent days has launched 
a series of strikes on Russian military 
targets in occupied Crimea, including the 
Russian Navy Black Sea Fleet’s facilities, 
seeking to undermine Moscow’s war 
efforts in the critical region.

New Saturn 
images show a 

change of seasons

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

As much of Europe has experienced an 
unusually warm September, Saturn’s late 
northern summer is experiencing a cooling 
trend, scientists have found.

The new observations have also provided 
a last glimpse of Saturn’s north pole, with its 
enormous warm vortex filled with hydrocarbon 
gases, before the pole begins to recede into the 
darkness of polar winter.

The weather report is thanks to new images 
analysed by a team led by the University of 
Leicester from the James Webb Space Telescope 
(JWST).

Published in JGR: Planets, the researchers 
have provided new insights into the changing 
seasons on the massive outer planet, famous 
for its icy rings.

Professor Leigh Fletcher, from the University 
of Leicester School of Physics and Astronomy, 
said: “The quality of the new data from JWST 
is simply breathtaking – in one short set of 
observations, we’ve been able to continue the 
legacy of the Cassini mission into a completely 
new Saturnian season, watching how the 
weather patterns and atmospheric circulation 
respond to the changing sunlight.

“JWST can see in wavelengths of light that 
were inaccessible to any previous spacecraft, 
producing an exquisite dataset that whets the 
appetite for the years to come.

“This work on Saturn is just the first of a 
programme of observations of all four giant 
planets, and JWST is providing a capability beyond 
anything we’ve had in the past – if we can get so 
many new findings from a single observation of a 
single world, imagine what discoveries await.”

Four-year-old Eva was trying to cheer up her elder brother Raihan, 6, when she went to see him at Dhaka Shishu 
Hospital yesterday. Raihan was first admitted to a clinic in Kishorganj after being diagnosed with dengue. As his 
condition deteriorated, he was brought to Dhaka on an emergency basis. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Gita Mehta  
no more
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Writer, journalist, and 
documentary filmmaker, 
Gita Mehta passed away in 
Delhi on Saturday evening.

She was 80. 
A renowned author 

of novels, short stories, 
and collections of 
essays, Mehta’s work has 
been translated into 21 
languages. 

Her first book “Karma 
Cola” (1979) brilliantly 
satirises the western desire 
to get instant spiritual 
enlightenment by visiting 
India and getting a guru. 
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7-year-old 
murdered 
‘after rape’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police in Chattogram 
yesterday detained a 
21-year-old man for 
allegedly murdering a 
seven-year-old girl “after 
raping” her last morning.

The victim’s father is a 
rickshaw-puller and her 
mother is a worker at a 
garment factory. The family 
lives in a tin shed house in 
the port city’s Chandgaon 
area. 

Talking to The Daily Star 
in front of the Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital 
(CMCH) morgue around 
3:00pm, the victim’s father 
said, “We left our house for 
work around 7:30am.

“I gave her some money 
to have some snacks before 
I left for the rickshaw 
garage. When I was waiting 
on the Moulavi Pukurpar 
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Don’t refer dengue 
patients to Dhaka

DGHS directs health officials outside capital,  
says local hospitals have adequate facilities; 

record 3,122 hospitalised in a day
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The health directorate has instructed all 
health officials outside the capital not to 
send any dengue patients to Dhaka for 
treatment.

The Directorate General of Health 
Services issued the instruction as 3,122 
dengue patients were hospitalised in 
the last 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday, 
marking the highest single-day 
hospitalisations ever recorded.

Of them, 849 were in Dhaka.
“We have strictly instructed all health 

officials outside Dhaka to ensure the 
treatment of critical patients instead 
of sending them to Dhaka. All public 
hospitals, including upazila health 
complexes, have adequate arrangements 
to treat dengue patients,” Prof Ahmedul 

Kabir, additional director general 
(planning and development) of the DGHS 
told a press briefing after a meeting in this 
regard yesterday.

Civil surgeons, upazila health and 
family welfare officers and other health 
officials from across the country joined the 
virtual meeting.

Kabir said wasting time transporting 
critical dengue patients to Dhaka was futile.

“This puts the patients’ lives at risk.”
He also said there is no shortage of 

normal injectable saline in the country.
“But some dishonest people are trying 

to create an artificial crisis. We have 
instructed civil surgeons to take action 
against those involved in the malpractice.”

About patient exploitation in ICUs, 
Kabir said, “Numerous private hospitals 
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City

UTTARA- FARMGATE

BRTC buses 
to start using 
expressway 
today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Road 
Transport Corporation 
(BRTC) will begin operating 
buses on the Uttara-
Farmgate route via the 
Dhaka Elevated Expressway 
today. 

Initially, eight shuttle 
buses will ply on a trial 
basis from 11:00am.

Speaking to this 
newspaper yesterday, BRTC 
Chairman Tazul Islam said, 
“From tomorrow [today], 
eight buses will start 
plying on the expressway 
at 11:00am. The number 
of buses will be increased 
based on passenger 
demand.”

“Buses will run from 
7:30am daily and continue 
to operate as long as there 
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