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Libya flood
survivors face

risks from mines

Death toll rises to 11,300 in
Derna, with another 10,100
missing

REUTERS, Derna

People whose homes were swept away by
flooding in Libya’s eastern city of Derna a
week ago faced the dilemma yesterday of
whether to stay despite a lack of fresh water
or flee through areas where landmines
have been displaced by the torrents.

Thousands of people are feared to have
died after two dams above Derna broke on
September 10, bringing down residential
blocks lining a usually dry river bed as
people slept. Many bodies were washed out
to sea and more than 1,000 have already
been buried in mass graves, according to
the UN.

A report by the UN’s Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said Libyan authorities had

detected at least 55 children poisoned
from drinking polluted water in Derna,

where the homeless were surviving in
makeshift shelters, schools or packed into
the houses of relatives or friends.

Floodwaters had shifted landmines
and other ordnance left over from years
of conflict, posing an extra risk to the
displaced people on the move, it said.

The OCHA report said at least 11,300
people had died and another 10,100
people were missing in Derna after Storm
Daniel swept over the Mediterranean and
into the city and other coastal settlements.

Sunrise yesterday revealed a scene of
quiet devastation, with piles of rubble
cleared to the sides of empty roads along
with tangled metal including pieces
of wrecked cars. Hamad Awad sat on a
blanket on an empty street with a bottle of
water and bedding alongside him.

“I am staying in our area trying to clean
it and trying to verify who is missing,” he
said. Entire districts of Derna, with an
estimated population of at least 120,000,
were swept away or buried in brown mud.

Growds march during a “Walk for Yes” rally in Melbourne, Australia yesterday. Thousands joined “Walk for Yes”
events in major cities to support recognising the country’s Indigenous people in the constitution, a proposal that

This picture taken yesterday shows a raging fire at the Greater Nile Petroleum 0il Company Tower in Khartoum, Sudan.
Battles between the regular army and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces intensified, resulting in several key buildings in

central Khartoum being set alight.

‘Future of Europe is at stake’

[taly’s PM warns after droves of migrants landed on
Mediterranean island of Lampedusa

AFP, Lampedusa

Italy’s prime minister warned yesterday that
the “future of Europe is at stake”, after droves
of migrants landed on the Mediterranean
island of Lampedusa.

Thousands of migrants on vessels from
the North African coast landed on Italy’s
southernmost island this week, sparking
a crisis that has rekindled debate over the
division of responsibility among the EU
nations.

At a press conference with European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
during a visit to the island, Giorgia Meloni
said the bloc needed to work together to face
the challenges of uncontrolled migration.

It is “the future that Furope wants for
itself that is at stake here, because the future
of Europe depends on Europe’s capacity to
face major challenges,” Meloni said.

Between Monday and Wednesday, around
8,500 people -- more than the island’s entire
local population -- arrived in 199 boats,
according to the UN migration agency.

“Irregular immigration is a Furopean
challenge that needs a European response,”

is struggling ahead of a referendum next month.

Anti-terror op
in J&K drags on
for over 100 hrs
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ANNIV OF AMINI DEATH

Iran guard fatally

shot dead

AFP, Tehran

von der Leyen said, calling on other members
of the bloc to take in some of the migrants.

The Italian Red Cross, which runs the
overcrowded Lampedusa migration centre,
said yesterday that 1,500 migrants remained
there despite having a capacity for just 400.

Transfers of migrants to Sicily and the
mainland have not kept up with the flow of
new arrivals, although further transfers were
expected to be made yesterday, the Red Cross
said.

The officials were met on arrival at the
airport by residents unhappy with the
mass arrivals, threatening to block their
motorcade.

“We are doing everything possible,” Meloni
had said in response.

Large vessels operated by NGOs like the
Geo Barents by Doctors Without Borders
(MSF), which have rescued nearly 500
migrants in 11 operations, are headed for
major Italian ports.

Butdozensofsmallboats continue to make
the perilous sea-crossing to Lampedusa,
where the migrant management system has
come to the brink of asphyxiation.

INDIA’S MANIPUR
Army soldier
abducted,
killed

AFP, Taipei

China flies
28 warplanes

around Taiwan

PHOTO: AFP

China flew 28 warplanes around Taiwan yesterday,
with most crossing the median line of the Taiwan
Strait for unspecified “long range” missions,
Taipei authorities said. Taiwan’s defence ministry
said 20 of the aircraft detected since yesterday
morning crossed the median line of the waterway
separating Taiwan and mainland China, and
entered the self-ruled island’s southeast and
southwest air defence identification zone. China
was conducting “missions such as long range
exercises and training”, the defence ministry said
in a statement, adding that it was monitoring the
situation with patrol aircraft and ships. Beijing
claims democratic Taiwan as its own territory
to be seized one day, by force if necessary. It has
stepped up military and diplomatic pressure on
the island in recent years as relations have soured.
Last week, Taipei reported an increased number
of incursions by Chinese warplanes and ships,
after Beijing said its troops were on “high alert”
following two ships belonging to the United States
and Canada transiting through the Taiwan Strait
this month. Taiwan’s defence ministry said 68
Chinese aircraft and 10 naval vessels were detected
around the island between Wednesday morning
and Thursday morning.

‘Happy birthday
PM Modyi’

Amit Shah, Rahul Gandhi

TNN, Imphal joined by leaders in
The body of an Indian Army eXtending gr eetings
soldier identified as Sepoy

Serto Thangthang Komwas HINDUSTAN TIMES ONLINE

was found at Khuningthek — §| = :
village in Manipur’s Imphal ~
district
officials said.

The deceased
belonged to the Army’s
Defence Security
platoon at Leimakhong in
Kangpokpi
said. He hailed from Tarung
in Imphal, officials said.

Unidentified
men abducted Sepoy Kom,
who was on leave, from his
home around 10:00am on
Saturday. According to his
10-year-old son, who was
the only eyewitness to the
crime, three men entered
their home while his father
and he were working on the
porch.
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Wishes poured in from political
circles to wish Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
his 73rd birthday yesterday.
Several leaders including
his colleagues and cabinet
members Amit Shah
and S Jaishankar wished
him success and lauded
his leadership while Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath hailed him as “the

architect of ‘New India.” Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi said: “Wishing PM Narendra Modi a
happy birthday.” Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said: “My best wishes to PM Shri Narendra
Modi ji on his birthday. May he be blessed
with good health and long life.” Meanwhile,
to mark his birthday, the party has planned
various celebrations including Sewa Pakhwada’
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The encounter with terrorists in Jammu
and Kashmir’'s Anantnag has stretched
to the fifth day, with thousands of troops
including para commandos locked in an
endless gunfight deep inside the dense
forests of Gadol.

Trained in jungle warfare, the terrorists
are making use of the treacherous terrain
and forest cover to keep the forces at bay
and prolong the encounter.

The faceoff that continues for over 100
hours now began Wednesday and three
officers were killed in action in an attempt
to neutralise the terrorists.

The heavily armed terrorists, believed
to be two-three in number, are hiding in a
tactically favourable location in the dense
and steep forest. This indicates a new
pattern being used by the terrorists to take
on the security structure in Kashmir.
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A member of Iran’s Basij paramilitary force linked to the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps was shot dead during events falling
on the anniversary of Mahsa Amini’s death, state media reported
yesterday.

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian Kurd, died in police custody on
September 16, 2022 following her arrest for an alleged breach of
the Islamic republic’s strict dress code for women.

Her death triggered months-long demonstrations which saw
hundreds killed, including dozens of security personnel, in what
Tehran labelled as “riots” fomented by foreign governments and
“hostile media”.

“One person was martyred and three people were injured” on
Saturday evening in a “blind shooting” by two unknown assailants
towards Basij guards in the city of Nurabad in Southern Fars
province, state news agency IRNA reported.

The news agency did not immediately elaborate on the
assailants’ identity or the motivation for the shooting.

“The intelligence, security and law enforcement agencies of
the province are trying to arrest the assailants” who fled after the
shooting, it said.
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