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CAAB owes Tk 1192cr
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“Necessary steps will be 
taken following a feasibility 
study,” he added.

Meanwhile, the 
parliamentary committee 
yesterday also recommended 
widening the road from 
Cox’s Bazar airport to the 
city on an urgent basis. 
It also recommended 
beautification of the road. 

It also suggested 
maintaining the cleanliness 
of the Cox’s Bazar beach 
and directed coordinated 
actions of authorities 
concerned to implement 
the recommended works.

Awami League MP 
RAM Obaidul Muktadir 
Chowdhury chaired the 
meeting. Committee 
members Mosharraf 
Hossain, Ashek Ullah, 
Syeda Rubina Akhtar, Kaniz 
Fatema Ahmed participated 

in the meeting.
JS BODY ON ROADS

Meanwhile, the 
parliamentary committee 
on the road, transport and 
bridges ministry yesterday 
wanted to know why the 
same contractors get work 
under the roads and highway 
ministry repeatedly.

The parliamentary 
watchdog asked the 
ministry to submit an 
investigation report in the 
next meeting in this regard.

Jatiya Party MP and 
chairman of the standing 
committee Rawsan Ara 
Manna presided over the 
meeting at the Jatiya 
Sangsad Bhaban.

Committee members 
Md Abu Zahir, Md Salim 
Uddin Tarafder, Sheikh 
Salahuddin, Rabeya 
Alim and Marina Jahan 
participated in the meeting.

BFUJ urges Noab
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requests, the wages of 
journalists and employees 
are not being paid as per 
the latest wage board 
award and those remain in 
arrears,” they said in the 
press release.

Noting that Noab 
members alone owe 
approximately Tk 9 
billion to journalists and 
newspaper employees, 
the BFUJ leaders said that 
they already sent letters 
to Noab and BSP with the 
demand for payment of 

the arrears.
At present, among 

different professionals, 
journalists and employees 
working at media outlets 
are most deprived, said 
Omar Faruque and Dip 
Azad. Therefore, if they get 
their dues, a little comfort 
would come to their life, 
they added.

The BFUJ leaders 
sought cooperation 
from the government to 
realise the just dues of the 
journalists and newspaper 
employees.

Rajshahi OC closed
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comply, the complaint 
added. She and three others 
then went to the police 
station to file a complaint 
against the trio.

However, OC Alam took 
them to his house and 
asked for a bribe instead, 
according to the complaint.

“If you can give me Tk 
2 lakh, I will record the 

case and arrest them,” her 
complaint quoted the OC.

Besides, the OC asked for 
an additional Tk 5.70 lakh 
from her so that she didn’t 
have to face any narcotics 
case herself. 

Sahara recorded the 
conversation with OC 
Alam on her mobile phone, 
which she mentioned in 
her complaint.

Three women
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and whose contributions 
and achievements require 
renewed emphasis.”

The event featured 
songs, recitations, dance 
performances, and 
theatrical presentations. 
Excerpts from Nurjahan 
Murshid’s writings, as well 
as writings about her life, 
were presented by Nishat 
Jahan Rana, Ajoy Roy, and 

Sharmeen Murshid.
Nurjahan Murshid (May 

22, 1924-September 1, 2003) 
is remembered for her 
activism and writings aimed 
at empowering women. 

She also served as a 
minister in the first cabinet 
of post-independence 
Bangladesh and was one 
of the initial members of 
parliament for the Jukta 
Front in 1954.

Ensure gender
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women, girls, and 
marginalised groups. 

Gitanjali Singh, 
UN Women’s country 
representative, said gender-
sensitive infrastructure 
is required for a smart 
Bangladesh.

Sudhir Muralidharan, 
country manager of 
UNOPS Bangladesh, said, 
“Women and girls often 
bear the brunt of gender-
blind infrastructure, facing 
disproportionate challenges 
and barriers. Gender 
mainstreaming must be 
prioritised at all phases of 
our infrastructure projects.”

The workshop also 
showcased its ground-
breaking Gender Marker 
Toolkit, aimed at increasing 
gender mainstreaming in 
all aspects of infrastructure 
development.

Raisul Huq 
Bahar’s death 
anniv today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Today is the fifth death 
anniversary of AKM Raisul 
Huq Bahar, a freedom 
fighter and journalist.

Bahar was born on April 
1, 1952 at Companiganj, 
Noakhali.

He died of cardiac arrest 
at a hospital in the port city 
on September 18, 2018. 

Bahar was a guerilla 
commander and led many 
operations including 
Kaibalyadham Railway 
Bridge Operation at 
Pahartoli, Chattogram in 
the 1971 Liberation War.

Before joining 
journalism in 1972, he 
was an accounts officer of 
Chattogram Port. He was 
the Chattogram bureau 
chief of The Daily Star 
(2010-2015). He also served 
the Suprobhat Bangladesh 
and Dainik Purbokone as 
associate editor.

3 fraudsters held
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According to the case 
statement, one Saiful Islam, 
a trader from Chandpur, 
and his relative Abdul 
Mannan were duped into 
giving the gang Tk 20 lakh 
as an investment to become 
partners in their supposed  
‘watch company.’The duo 
also sold their land to the 
fraudsters, unaware of 
the fact that the so-called 
company didn’t even exist 
in the first place. 

Soon after Saiful handed 
over the money, everyone 
involved in the scheme 
switched off their phones 

and vanished in thin air. 
Realising that they had been 
conned, Saiful managed to 
track down one of the gang 
members in Uttara and 
informed the police.

Later, Abdul Mannan 
filed the case with Airport 
Police Station on July 30.

Bari has six fraud cases 
against him and was out on 
bail.

The PBI official 
said that Bari used to 
introduce himself as a big 
businessman. He used to live 
in Malaysia. After returning 
from there in 2013, he 
started scamming people.

Students suffering
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and have been advocating 
for the construction of a 
new building that could 
double as a flood shelter, 
with the ground floor for 
sheltering flood-affected 
people and upper floors 
for conducting classes,” she 
explained.

“I applied for it last year 
as well. Even during a severe 
flood in 2021, no action was 
taken. This year, I have once 
again sent school pictures 
to the relevant authorities. 
If they don’t take the 
necessary steps, what can I 
do?” she questioned.

“I’ve heard that this 
school ranks 27th on the 
list of schools needing new 
buildings. If this one is at 
27, then who should be at 
the top of the list?” she said.

“Hopefully, we will be 

able to resume classes 
next week if the situation 
improves,” she added.

“Although I recently 
took office, I have already 
visited the school. Rashra 
Government Primary 
School is not the only one 
in this situation; several 
other schools in the upazila 
are also submerged,” 
said Anjum Ara Begum 
Bithi, the Basail upazila 
education officer.

“These schools need 
to be rebuilt like flood 
shelters,” she emphasised.

When contacted, Abul 
Kalam Azad, the district 
primary education officer 
in Tangail, stated that they 
are aware of the problem 
and that new buildings, 
similar to flood shelters, 
will be constructed for the 
schools in the area.

CHT students want
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Dhaka University campus 
yesterday.

“The educational 
institutions, especially 
schools and colleges in 
CHT, do not have enough 
teachers and developed 
infrastructure. As a result, 
students in the CHT are 
not receiving proper 
education they deserve,” 
said Dipok Shil, president 
of Bangladesh Chhatra 
Union, demanding the 
issue to be resolved 
promptly.

Rumel Chakma, 
assistant general secretary 
of PCPCP, said, “The 
education system in the 
CHT is in a fragile state due 
to a shortage of teachers, 
classroom crises, and 
housing issues in primary 
and secondary schools, and 
colleges.”

According to the CHT 
Peace Accord, primary 
and secondary levels of 
education were supposed 
to be handed over to the Hill 
District Councils, but only 
primary level education 

has been delegated so far, 
he said.

Rumel alleged that the 
district councils are hiring 
unskilled teachers through 
corrupt practices.

Alik Mri, president 
of Bangladesh Adivasi 
Chhatra Sangram Parishad, 
Imran Noor, organising 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Chhatra Maitree, 
Moushumi Chakma, 
organising secretary of 
Dhaka City Hill Women’s 
Federation, and Aung 
Shwe Sing Marma, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Marma Students’ Council, 
also addressed the event, 
among others.
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First test-tube
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“We utilised government 
funding to supply a 
significant portion of 
the medication, which 
minimised the overall 
cost,” she added.

The first test-tube baby 
in Bangladesh was born in 
2001 at a private facility.


